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'Trend shows GCSE results

• Hard at work - pupils studying at Notley High School, Braintree.

by NATASHA AGOMBAR,
RYAN McCARTHY and
JAN MOLLER

STAFF and pupils have been
celebrating their schools'
achievements in the late'st
GCSEleague tables.

At Notley High School in
Braintree, 55 per. cent of children
achieved five A* to C grades,
including maths and English,
and the added value measure
was 1003.4.

However, headteacher Simon
Thompson said the school calculat­
ed the final result should have been
56 per cent, and thought the differ­
ence might be due to some out­
standing appeals over examination
results.

He said the number of children
gaining five A* to C grades across
all subjects had risen from 64 per
cent in 2007 to 72 per cent in 2008.

"We are very pleased with the "We are on our way to about 50 per
results we had last year. They were cent, including English and maths,
the best we had- in the school's his- and 70 to 80 per cent without
tory," he said. including those. .

At Alec Hunter Humanities "Things are greatly improved and
College in Braintree, 33 per cent of it is a huge reward for the students
children had five A*.to C grades, and the way they have gone about
including English and maths, and their studies. They are working
94 per cent gained five or more A* really hard and it is paying divi- .
to G passes. dends."

Headteacher Andrew Hutchinson The former Rickstones School,
said the percentage of pupils gain- which reopened in Witham as New
ing five A* to C grades was 47 per Rickstones Academy at the same
cent, which he hailed as a "great tinle as Maltings Academy, !!aw 18
achievement" and the best in the per cent of pupils achieve five A* to
school's history. C grades, including' English and

Mr Hutchinson said the . school maths - the same as the previous
ran functional English and maths year.· The school's value added
courses, which taught youngsters measure was 970.4.
the everyday skills they would need Principal Jonathan Gillard said:
in the subjects as an adult and had "Teaching staff and students have
proved successful and beneficial. committed a great deal of time and

The former John Bramston effort to bring about rapid improve­
School in Witham saw 36 per cent ment in our standards of achieve­
of pupils gain five A*.to C gr~des, ment.
including English. and.:maths. The ~ "Real progress is being made and
school,.which reop'ened as Maltings .we arl! contident that we will be.
Academy in .September, scored a' v . close to doubling our rate of GCSE
value added measure of 964.5. .., passes by the end of this year."

Principal Mike O'Sullivan said: At Helena ROmanes School in

Dunmow, the number of pupils
. gaining five A* to C grades rose 12
per cent to 62 per cent.
. Headteacher Simon Knight was

delighted with the continued
upward trend, but added: "We are
not complacent and are implement­
ing strategies to continue the
improvement further."

The Parsonage Downs school
recorded that more than 70 per cent
of grades across 16 subjects were A*
to C grades, with both biology and
chemistry registering 90 per cent.

Honywood Community Sci­
ence School in Coggeshall saw 58

.per cent of pupils getting five A* to
C grades, including English and
maths, and it received a value
added measure of 990.8.

Headteacher Simon Mason said:
"We are very pleased with. our
results, as we always are, but the
trouble with the league tables is
they don't reveal the real depth of
workthat goes on in the school, and
they are just an indicator.

. ""We are .delighted with tbe way
our youngsters perfor,rned.. There
have been some o:u.tstlinding per-

Picture: ADRIAN RUSHTON (82443-~

. formances, including our highest
number of children ever who got
five A* and As."

At Tabor Science College in
Braintree, 41 per cent of pupils
achieved five A* to C grades includ­
ing maths and English, and the
value added measure was 977.6.
No-one at the school was available
for comment.
• Teenagers have just a few
more days to apply to the new
Braintree Sixth Form.

Applications must be in by
January 31, and already 200
students are competing for 150
places.

Simon Thompson, head­
teacher of Notley High School, .
where the sixth form is being
built, said it was too early to
say how many pupils would
a<;tually be studying at the.cen­
\~ ,in September because they
~ll have made multiple appli,
cations to different organisa­
tions.
. Forms can only' be· filled in

online at the website braintrees
ixth fonD.com

Alec Hunter, Braintree
Chelmer Valley, Chelmsford
Chelmsford County High
Colchester County High
Colchester. Royal Grammar
Felsted School
Gosfield School
Hedingham School
Helena Romanes, Dunmow
Honywood Science, Coggeshall
John Bramston, Witham
King Edward VI, Chelmsford
Notley.High, Braintree
Ramsey College, Halstead
Rickstones, Witham
St Benedict's, Colchester
St John Payne, Chelmsford
Tabor Science, Braintree

186
178
120
108
99
90
20
191
234
180
222
112
286
163
145
165
190
204

33%
70%
100%
100%
100%
N/A*
70%·
-42%
62%
58%
36%
100%
55%
39%
18%
62%
56%
41%

'30%
53%
100%
100%
100%
N/A*
44%.
55%
94%
63%
34%
98%
55%
32%
18%
65%
60%.
51%

94%
98%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
94%
51%
96%
92%
100% .

.97%
93%
84%
99%
94%
89%

337.2
419.1
595.2
620.0
602.8
424.3
423.5
390.1
390.9
415.9
378.4
659.0
402.3

. 349.1
318.8
456.2
415.3
348.9

6.2%
5.1%
2.3%
1.3%
1.4%
N/A
N/A
6.3%
6.8%
2.-8%
6.3%
1.8%
N/A
9.1%
10.4%
4%
4.7%
8.1% .

972.3
1003.2
999.6
1006.2
1012.5
N/A
N/A
986.5
986.3
990.8
964.5
1016.4
1003.4
969.2·
970.4
1009.6
1002.7
977.6

'Felsted School takes a different type of English examine which is not a GCSE, therefore it is not counted in the five A* to C grades, inclUding English ai'ld maths. This result has been
omitted from the table so as not to publish misleading information.


