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■ Though Ben Huish, 18, stated
he has gone through many
different career choices, including
a vet and lawyer, he now wishes
to pursue a profession in musical
t h e a t re .

He said: “I am doing my A-
levels at the moment as a
backup, however, I am training
outside of school doing singing
lessons and amateur dramatics
ready for my auditions for drama
schools this year.

“I am auditioning for schools
like Arts Education Schools,
Central School of Speech and
Drama and Laine Theatre Arts to
further my study.”

Ben added: “I know how
competitive musical theatre and
performing is, so I took my A-
levels in maths, history and
English to support myself.”

Students share their hopes and dreams for the f u t u re

AMBITIONS: From vets
to famous artists, our
children set their sights
THIS week the
Chronicle revisited
schools across the
county to ask pupils of
all ages the big
question: “What do
you want to be when
you grow up?”
Starting the project in
September 2011, we’ve
been back every year
to see if any of our
primary, secondary
and sixth-form
students have changed
their minds about
their dreams and
aspirations.
Though some have left
compulsory education

to pursue university or
employment, we still
have a handful of our
original students, as
well as some new faces.
While readers may be
expecting to hear
careers such as pop-
star or celebrity, it
seems our county’s
students have proven
them wrong, with
rather detailed
ambitions ranging
from vets and teachers
to civil engineers and
architects.
Matilda Bourne
reports on their
progress.

All Saints’ Primary School, Maldon, Year 4
■ Last year Daniel Whitworth,
aged seven, said he wanted to
be an astronaut.

That lofty aspiration has
changed somewhat.

“My dad is a site manager so
I want to be a builder so I can
build swimming pools and
flats,” he said.
■ Finley Jeffrey, seven, has
added a vocation to the one he
chose last year.

He said: “I still want to be a

professional footballer but I
also want to be an RAF pilot
and fly planes.”
■ Sticking to her guns on what
she likes best, classmate Alice
Dobson, seven, added: “Last
year I wanted to be an artist
and this year I want to be an
art teacher and teach
sculpting.”
■ A career as a vet was the
ambition of six-year-old Erin
Halls in 2013.

Now seven, she said: “I want
to be an art teacher at Plume
and a vet for zoo animals, not
the crocodiles though.”
■ And it’s all change for
William Rice, who was
contemplating juggling a
football and acting career.

When asked this year, he
said: “I want to be an
interceptor in the police
because they drive really fast,
and I want to be an RAF pilot”.

Boswells School, Springfield, Year 10
■ Since he was 12 years old
Callum Banks, now 14, has
wanted to be an architect and
the Manchester United fan
remains determined to follow his
d re a m .

He said: “I want to be an
architect and I have wanted to
be one for a while now. My dad’s
a builder and I love to design
things. I would like to go to
university, I’m not sure what one
yet, but I definitely want to go.”
■ Ellen Morley, 14, has dreams
of competing for Team GB in the
Olympics in sailing after
competing in the World
Championships in France this
y e a r.

The Burnham Sailing Club
member said: “I would love to
compete for Great Britain at the
Olympic Games. This year I
came 111th out of 300 at the
World Championships in Carnac

in France. I would still like to
study at university, but sailing is
my main worry.”
■ Last year Maddie Baker, 14,
wanted to play international
volleyball after being inspired by
the 2012 Olympic Games.

“I still play volleyball and a few
weeks ago my team came third
in a national competition, but its
more of a personal interest,” she
said.

“I would like to do something
in personal training or maybe in
languages. I’m studying French,
Spanish and German at GCSE
and would like to travel abroad.”
■ Jess Smith, 14, is a member
of the Chelmsford-based
Oblivion All Stars cheer group
and she has always wanted to
be a professional dancer, hoping
to dance in front of thousands at
live shows around the country.

She said: “I would love to do

something in dance, maybe as a
background dancer on a show or
at a concert.

“I love cheerleading as well
and I’ve taken a GCSE in
dance.”
■ Mia Burton, 14, also loves to
dance, but prefers hip-hop and
B-girl dancing.

Last year, she was exploring
different dance styles but this
year she has her heart set on
becoming part of an animation
g ro u p .

She said: “I wouldn’t mind
dancing with a group or as a
soloist in an animation group,
maybe entertaining people that
are on holiday at a resort or
hotel.

“I would like to study still, and
maybe go to Loughborough
University – my sister goes there
and it sounds like a place I’d
like.”

SPORTING STARS: Ellen Morley, Jess Smith Callum Banks, Mia Burton and Maddie Baker

Notley High School, Year 10
■ Last year Jodie Douse, 14,
was undecided about what she
wanted to do after she left
school.

But this year, she has set her
sights on a career in advertising.

Jodie said: “I like public
speaking and I like the idea of
pitching products and designs.

“At school I like PE and media
because I’m very competitive
and I also like being creative. I
also want to earn a lot of
m o n e y. ”
■ Katelin Dewing, 14, is
studying for a drama GCSE and
likes to go out shopping with her
friends in her spare time.

When asked previously, she
wanted to work in a nursery last
year and not much has changed.

“I still want to work with
children in a nursery,” she said.
“It’s something that I’ve always
wanted to do from as far back as
I can remember.”
■ A year ago Joe Crossley, 14,
was unsure what career he
wanted to embark on.

“I’m not sure if I want to do an
apprenticeship or go to
u n i v e r s i t y, ” he said this time. “I
like to create things and if I can
create on my own I always

would. I would like to go into
game design but know it’s a very
big industry, very competitive
and takes a long while to get into
it.”
■ Great Notley Knights footballer
and Chelsea fan Jonathan
Edge, 14, said he wanted to
teach PE in a primary school last
time.

“I want to teach in a primary
school still,” he said. “I like
working with younger children
who actually want to learn. I
wanted to teach PE in a primary

school but I know that not many
primary schools have teachers
just for PE.”
■ Georgia Rathe, 14, told us
last year that she wanted to work
with children when she leaves
Notley High.

She said: “I’m not completely
sure what I want to be.

“I know that I want to work
with children of younger ages
because I think they’re cute.

“But when I leave school I
want to go to sixth form and then
maybe go to university.”

Maltings Academy, Witham,
Year 7
Though the Maltings Academy
students are only three weeks in
from starting their studies, they
seemed to have clear ideas on
what they want to achieve.
■ Sebastian Moon, 11, said: “I
want to be an architect or a
graphic designer. I also like art
and really precise, detailed,
drawings.”
■ Cara Overbury, 11, wants to
pursue a career in the arts.

“I want to be an actress,” she
said. “I really like theatre and I

hope to be in the next school
play. I also really enjoy singing.”
■ Hanna Mathieson, 11, said:
“Either a famous artist or a
beautician. Art is my favourite
subject, I most enjoy sketching.”
■ Construction was the aim for
11-year-old Ben Austin.

He said: “I want to be a civil
e n g i n e e r.

“I’d like to design new
buildings and projects; I’d also
like to see the building work from
start to finish.”

THERE have been lots of
changes for the Year 10s of
Ormiston Rivers Academy.
■ Thomas Damps, 14, who last
year said he wanted to be a
professional snooker player,
stated: “I don’t want to be a
snooker player any more, I really
like performing arts and I want to
continue developing my skills in
that field.”
■ Last year Erin Spackman, 14,
was looking into art and design.
This year she said: “I know I don’t
want to do art anymore, instead
I’m going back to my choice in
2012 of a marine zoologist.”
■ Mica-Rose Lee, 14, wanted to
be a midwife previously.
She said: “I definitely want to
work with children, I babysit my

baby cousin all the time and I
really love it. Instead of a midwife
I want to be a paediatric nurse.”
■ In 2013, Niamh Rollingson,
14, said she was thinking about
pursuing textiles and
photography. That’s changed.
“I am still making up my mind,”
she said. “I watch the programme
CSI and forensic science looks
really interesting, I might look at
that.”
■ Fourteen-year-old Arthur Bush
was debating last year whether to
follow sports or maths. He’s now
made up his mind.
“I now know I want to follow
sports as a hobby,” he said. “ I’ve
recently taken engineering as a
subject choice and I really enjoy it
so I’m looking into that.”

■ Louisa Baker, seven, from
Westlands Community Primary
School, has decided to stick to
her previous decision of being a
t e a c h e r.

She said: “I used to want to be
a drummer but now I want to be
a nursery school teacher and
teach maths”.
■ Classmate Hayden Marsh,
aged seven, has changed his
mind and no longer wants to be a
tank ship director.

He said: “I want to be a
professional football player for
Tottenham Hotspur.”
■ Ella Neville, seven, told us she

has definitely changed her mind:
“I definitely don’t want to work in
a bank any more. I wanted to
drive a pink tractor but now I
want to teach year 3 science.”
■ Saul Peacock, seven, no
longer wants to be an engineer;
instead he said: “I want to be a
human, a drummer – but not pop
music – and a cricketer.”
■ Facing a hard decision, Lola
Barker, seven, told us: “I want to
be an Easyjet air hostess, an Irish
dancer and a nursery school
t e a c h e r.

“But I don’t like standing up on
planes.”

■ Last year Alice Hegarty,
seven, said she wanted to be a
vet.

This year, she said: “I want to
be an artist. My favourite lesson
is art when we use pastels.”
■ Jolene O’Brien, seven, said:
“I want to be a vet and look after
small dogs and cats.”
■ Lewis Walton, aged seven,
decided to take a different path
from last year’s decision of

being a TV repair man.
He said: “I want to be a

professional footballer for
Chelsea, I used to support
Arsenal.”
■ Molly Collins, also seven, has
said for the past two years she
wanted to be an artist.

When asked again this time
around, she said: “I still want to
be an artist, I really like painting
people.”

AIMS AND AMBITIONS: (back l- r) Georgia Rathe, Katelin Dewing
(front) Jonathan Edge, Jodie Douse and Joe Crossley

St John Payne,
C h e l m s f o rd ,
Year 13

AUDITIONS: Ben Huish

ART FEATURES STRONGLY: Hanna Mathieson, Sebastian Moon,
Cara Overbury and Ben Austin

Elm Hall Primary, Witham,
Year 3

REFOCUSING THEIR AIMS: (l-r) Molly, Jolene, Alice and Lewis
have had a rethink about their futures

Westlands Community Primary,
Chelmsford, Year 3

NEW AMBITIONS: Saul Peacock, Lola Barker, Louisa Baker, Hayden
Marsh and Ella Neville

Ormiston Rivers Academy,
Burnham, Year 10

CHANGES: l-r, Erin Spackman, Niamh Rollinson, Thomas Damps,
Mica-Rose Lee and Arthur Bush

FUTURE TO PLAY FOR:
All Saints C of E Primary
School in Maldon (l-r)
Daniel Whitworth,
William Rice, Finlay
Jeffrey, Alice Dobson
and Erin Halls.
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