
October 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Academic Tutorials 

Following our system change to Vertical Tutoring this year, the Academic Tutorial is now a key part of our 
communication and working relationship with you.  If you have a son or daughter in Year 11 you may well 
have already been contacted to arrange an Academic Tutorial as these are calendared to take place in the 
weeks beginning 7 and 14 November 2016.  This will follow Year 11 parents/carers receiving a Progress 
Update report. 
 
All Academic Tutorials will be approximately 30 to 45 minutes in duration and provide a valuable 
opportunity for your child to discuss aspects of their academic journey with you and their tutor present.  At 
the Academic Tutorial we will: 
 

 Discuss current 'working towards' grades predicted against 'still capable of' grades. 

 Discuss the reflective comments submitted to tutors by subject teachers on progress in lessons. 

 Discuss and begin to plot next steps (be that academic, career related or whatever appropriate). 

 Celebrate successes. 
 
There is further detail about the Academic Tutorial at the end of this letter. 
 
Key dates 
 
Academic Tutorial Weeks: 
 
Year 7 Weeks beginning 20 and 27 March 2017  
Year 8 Weeks beginning 16 and 23 January 2017    
Year 9 Weeks beginning 5 and 12 December 2016  
Year 10 Weeks beginning 24 April and 1 May 2017    
Year 11 Weeks beginning 7 and 14 November 2016  

 
 
N.B.  Tutors will contact home to organise these appointments.  The latest appointment slot is 4:15pm for 
a 5pm finish. We would ask that you prioritise these dates in your diary and ensure that you are available 
to come in for this key meeting about your son/daughter’s progress during that two week window. In 
exceptional circumstances, it may be possible to organise a later slot with the individual tutor on the first 
Tuesday of each Academic Tutorial window. 
 
Parents’/Carers’ Consultation Evenings: 
 
Years 7 & 8: No Parents’/Carers’ Consultation Evenings 
Year 9:  Thursday 19 January 2017 (plus KS4 Courses Evening: Wednesday 1 February 2017) 
Year 10: Wednesday 29 March 2017 (plus Year 10 Welcome Evening: Thursday 15 September 

2016). 
Year 11: Wednesday 11 January 2017  
 
Progress Updates/Full Reports sent home: 
 

Year 7 Weeks beginning 2 January & 13 March 2017 Full Report week beginning 10 July 2017 
Year 8 Weeks beginning 2 January & 27 March 2017 Full Report week beginning 17 July 2017 
Year 9 Weeks beginning 28 November 2016 & 27 March 2017 Full Report week beginning 12 June 2017 
Year 10 Weeks beginning 19 December 2016 & 20 March 2017 Full Report week beginning 17 July 2017 
Year 11 Weeks beginning 31 October 2016 & 27 February 2017 Full Report week beginning 17 April 2017 

 
 
Information about the Academic Tutorial 

The Academic Tutorial is a key component of Vertical Tutoring. The way the school works to develop these 

is a crucial part of Vertical Tutoring. This meeting feeds back into tutor time in many forms such as learning 



support issues, strategies for achievement, promoting resilience, accessing further support, mentoring and 

monitoring, parental engagement, to name but a few. 

Key features of the Academic Tutorial include: 

 Increased bespoke time with a student and with parents/carers. 

 More creative use of data. 

 Strategies for improvement (+target) reviews and setting new strategies. 

 Greater sharing of the ownership of learning. 

 Better support for families. 

 Making sure that every child matters and is known, as a whole person. 

 Developing leadership opportunities through mentoring (e.g. a Year 7 student says that they are 

having problems understanding PER, particularly Hinduism and a tutor knows that there is a Year 

10/11 student who is acing this subject – put them together in tutor time for some mentoring and 

support opportunities). 

We know that children do better when parents/carers are involved in their child’s learning.  

At the same time, we recognise that parents/carers: 
 

 Want their child to do well at school, to have their child’s potential and talents recognised. 
 

 Want the school to be well-run and their child to be free from bullying. 
 

 Want to be involved in their child’s learning and have “partnership” with the school. 
 

 Want any intervention to be rapid and effective. 
 

 Want the best information possible as the basis for a home/school relationship. 
 

At the heart of our system change to Vertical Tutoring is a recognition that parents/carers like at least one 
person at the school to know their child almost as well as they do, someone they can talk to about their 
child at critical times. It is important to base that conversation on good information to enable a 
home/school partnership that supports strategies for improvement. 

We look forward to working with you ever more closely to maximise the progress and achievement and 
overall happiness and wellbeing of your child. 

With kind regards 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mrs R Kelly 
Deputy Headteacher 


