
19 July 2016 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I am taking this opportunity to write to you clarifying our expectations of uniform so that when we 
return in September all students are dressed as per our policy.  The policy was reviewed by 
governors last term.  
 
As a school we are proud of the high standards our students set in all aspects of school life 
including their appearance and uniform.  The wearing of full school uniform is an integral part of the 
school ethos which promotes positive attitudes, high standards and a sense of personal pride.  
 
We have been particularly concerned as this year has progressed about the length and material of 
a number of girls’ skirts and trousers.  Far too many girls have been wearing skirts and trousers 
that are tight and clingy. 
 
We want to be clear that just because your daughter has been wearing a particular pair of trousers 
or skirt this year and perhaps has not been challenged about it, this does not necessarily mean the 
school uniform guidelines were being followed.  Please support us by ensuring that if you have a 
daughter in the school, you check the Uniform Policy over the summer and you ensure that from 
September the guidelines are adhered to.  
 
A copy of the school’s Uniform Policy is available from http://www.notleyhigh.com/school-
policies/uniform-policy and I have printed a copy and enclosed it for your reference, as well as an 
order form for our school supplier (also available from our school website).  We do not insist that 
uniform is purchased from our supplier, as we are mindful that this might constitute an 
unnecessary expense for parents/carers.  We need and value your support as there is quite a 
variety of black skirts, trousers and shoes available that do not meet our criteria (which may even 
be promoted as ‘school wear’) which your son or daughter may much prefer to wear and 
pressurise you to buy.   
 
For absolute clarity for the new school year, I have highlighted all areas of concern below:  
 
Skirt  
Plain black straight or A line skirt. Knee length without splits. Skirts must not be tight fitting, 
denim, cord or lycra material. (A pleated skirt is also acceptable). 
 
Trousers  
Plain black tailored trousers (no visible zips).  The trousers must have a hem and not be 
frayed or have a wide or narrow bottom.  Trousers should not be denim, cord, lycra material or 
hipster style.  The bottom of trousers should sit on the shoe and not cling to the leg.  
 
Shoes  
Plain black shoes (not open-toe design, trainers, pump or canvas shoes, no stilettos, mules or 
sling backs, a proper heel not greater than 4cm - no coloured laces or stitching).  Trainers are 
only allowed if accompanied by a doctor’s note. Please note boots are not allowed.  A 
Kickers style shoe (not boot) is permitted but lacing and stitches should be black.  
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Hair  
Students having long hair must fasten it back in laboratories and practical rooms and for PE. 
Extreme hairstyles will not be tolerated.  (No hair shorter than number 2, no shapes cut into 
hair, no unnatural colours or unnatural combinations).  Hair may be worn in small plaits where 
little scalp is visible provided the whole head of hair is plaited.  Plaited hair must be fastened at 
the back.  The school reserves the right to make the final decision on what constitutes an 
extreme hairstyle.  
 
Jewellery and makeup 
Students with pierced ears will be allowed to wear two plain gold/silver small studs or small 
sleepers, one in the lobe of each ear.  Diamanté, crystals, gemstones or other decorative 
styles are not acceptable.  Nose studs, other jewellery and piercings are not allowed.  
Items that are not acceptable will be confiscated until the end of the half term when they can be 
collected from Student Services.  Students are not allowed to wear make-up in Years 7, 8 and 
9. Discreet make-up is permitted in Years 10 and 11.  Nail varnish or false nails are not 
allowed. 
 
We will be monitoring uniform closely in September to ensure that students are wearing 
appropriate uniform and meeting our expectations.  Students who are not wearing uniform as 
per the school policy in September can expect sanctions to be applied as laid out in our 
Behaviour and Discipline Policy, two excerpts of which are below: 
   
Expectations on uniform and orderly conduct are reinforced in assemblies and by focused 
drives.  The school reserves the right to correct inappropriate or incorrect items of uniform by 
making contact with parents or by sending older secondary students home with notice to 
change.  Students may be isolated from their peers to work on their own if they refuse to correct 
their uniform infringement or a parent/carer is unable to bring the correct uniform into school.  

Also in line with the exclusion policy, the school will not tolerate persistent and defiant 
behaviours over time where sanctions and interventions have failed to bring about positive 
improvement. 

In the most extreme cases of a student persistently refusing to follow school rules, a fixed term 
exclusion may be given. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and in anticipation of your support going forward. 
 
Your faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs R Kelly  
Deputy Headteacher 
 


