
19 May 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 8 Examinations 

As Year 8 students near the end of the academic year, they will be sitting internal school 
examinations in a number of subjects in the week commencing Monday 13 June 2016. The 
examinations are an important part of the end of year assessment procedure used in school and 
will be reported home in the final Progress Update in the Summer term.  

Attached to this letter are details of the content students will need to revise for the forthcoming 
examinations. Each examination will be around 50 minutes in length and take place in the 
students’ usual subject lesson in the week.  

You can help your child to prepare for these examinations by:- 
 

 Ensuring that your son/daughter has a copy of the content to revise for each examination;  
 Encouraging your son/daughter to plan a sensible programme of revision and make sure 

that he/she sticks to it;  
 Where possible, providing a quiet area for him/her to revise in;  
 If your son/daughter is unsure of any aspect of his/her revision, remind him/her to seek the 

help of a teacher at school;  
 Encouraging him/her to keep a good balance between learning and leisure;  
 Checking that he/she has the correct equipment for each day of the examinations, including 

a spare pen and pencil;  
 Trying to ensure he/she has breakfast before coming to school.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the examinations please do not hesitate to get in contact. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mrs C Wager     Miss J Stanley 
Assistant Headteacher   Year Leader - Year 8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examination content 
 
Mathematics 
 
Students will sit, two papers, a non-calculator and calculator. Students will need to bring a ruler, 
protractor, pair of compasses, pencil, pen, rubber and a calculator for these exams. 
  

 Calculate and compare areas and perimeters and volumes of shapes; 
 Use co-ordinates to interpret graphs, plot points and describe lines; 
 Know how to solve problems involving the addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

of whole numbers, fractions and decimals; 
 Substitute into formulae, solve equations and simplify expressions; 
 Know the definitions and use the properties of multiples, factors, prime numbers and 

square numbers. 
 
English  
 
Students will sit a combined reading and writing skills paper. Students are currently being taught 
the necessary skills and different types of questions in their English lessons and they are to revise 
and practice these at home.  
 
Science 

Students need to revise:- 

 Classification; 
 Electricity; 
 Forces; 
 Particles; 
 Weathering and rocks; 
 Energy and fuels; 
 Food and digestion; 
 Elements and chemical reactions; 
 Mixtures; 
 Sound; 
 Reproduction; 
 The earth in space. 

 
History 

Students need to revise:- 

 The English Civil War; 
 The Slave Trade; 
 The British Empire; 
 Crime and Punishment 1750-1900. 

 
Geography 
 
Students need to revise:- 
 

 Climate change/global warming: causes, effects and management; 
 Deserts: location and names, adaptations of plants and animals and people in the deserts; 



 Antarctica: food webs and tourism; 
 Conservation: where do snow leopards live and why? Why are they threatened? How can 

we protect them? 
 

PER 

Students need to revise:- 

 The influence of religion; 
 Sikhism. 

 
Languages 
 
There will be two examinations in French and Spanish, one reading and one writing. 
 
French – students will need to revise:-  
 

 Town; 
 Hobbies and TV;  
 Food and drink;  
 Past, present and future tense. 

 
Spanish – students will need to revise:- 
  

 Town; 
 Hobbies and sports; 
 Daily routine; 
 Past, present and future tense. 

 

 


