
4 January 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am delighted to inform you that your son/daughter has been invited to participate in the Jack Petchey “Speak 
Out” Challenge 2018. 
 
The Jack Petchey “Speak Out” Challenge is a training programme, organised by Speakers Trust, designed to 
develop the public speaking and communication skills of Key Stage 4 learners.  The programme, which has 
been delivered in over one thousand schools in the United Kingdom, will involve 2 groups of 25 Year 10 students 
participating in a day-long public speaking workshop at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form, on either 
Friday 2 March or Friday 9 March. 
 
The training will be led by Fiona Whytehead, a public speaking specialist from Speakers Trust. Towards the end 
of the day, learners will practise the skills they have acquired during the training sessions by delivering a short 
speech on a subject of their choice to their fellow course participants. One student will then be selected to 
represent the school at the North Essex Regional Final, which this year, is taking place on Wednesday 25 April 
at The Ramsey Academy. 
 
Students should arrive at school at the normal time, wearing full school uniform. The programme will take place 
during lesson time, with participants having the same break and lunch arrangements as the rest of the school. 
Students will only need to bring a pen with them on the day, as a full course pack will be provided. Those taking 
part should meet me on the day, at Student Services Reception. 
 
For the last five years, I have had the privilege of watching Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form students 
participating in this exceptional training programme. The event has a striking impact on the public speaking skills 
and confidence of all participants, who enjoy the day immensely.  As you may be aware, our students have 
always performed extremely well – in past years, many of the North Essex Regional Final winners were Year 10 
students from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form. In 2015 and 2016, not only did two of our students win 
the Regional Final, but they were also chosen by the judges to take part in the Grand Final in London. Since 
their participation in the Grand Final, they have been given numerous opportunities, one of which was a 
Reception and Tour of Parliament at Westminster. 
 
Both students and parents/carers may wish to consult the Jack Petchey “Speak Out” Challenge website 
(www.speakoutchallenge.com) which contains full details of the programme, including testimonials from teachers 
and students who have participated in the programme. 
 
There are only 50 places available – 25 on Friday 2 March, and 25 on Friday 9 March - and they will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis. Therefore, if your child would like to take part, I would be grateful if you could 
complete the reply slip below, giving permission for them to participate in the day. Should you have any further 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs A Stringer 
Teacher of English 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please return all slips to Mrs A Stringer in the English office by Friday 2 February 2018 
 
 
I give permission for my child ___________________________________________ tutor group _________ to 
participate in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge on Friday 2 March 2018 or Friday 9 March 2018. 
 
Signed: ___________________________________    (parent/carer)                          Date:__________ 
 

http://www.speakoutchallenge.com/

