
Welcome to Year 10



Aims of the evening:

introduce some changes to the ways GCSE subjects 
will be graded from 2018 onwards
share and explain how GCSE target grades are set for 
students in Year 10;
 share information about the core GCSE subjects of 
science, mathematics and English;
suggest ways that you, and we, can support your 
child’s achievement;
 an opportunity to introduce key points of contact for 
Year 10 parents/carers.

Welcome to Year 10



KS4 Team
• Tutors
• Heads of House:

TURING, Mrs V Forster
CAVELL, Miss S West
PARKS, Mr C Newman
WINTON, Miss K Murdoch
FRANKLIN, Miss J Stanley 

• Mrs M Townsend, Assistant Headteacher
• Mr J Fuller, Deputy Headteacher
• Director of English, Mrs R Gee 
• Director of Maths, Mrs M Puleston 
• Director of Science, Mr N Vosper  



GCSE grades, targets and 
reports

Mr J Fuller
Deputy Headteacher



Changes to exams in 
Year 11

Current Year 10 Courses

All exams taken in 
Summer 2019

All GCSEs awarded
grades 9 – 1



A* - G versus 9 - 1 grades



A* - G versus 9 - 1 grades

A* - G 9 - 1

A+ 7+

C+ 4+

G+ 1+

Which grades are equivalent?



A* - G versus 9 - 1 grades

Which grades are equivalent?

But beware!

Grade 5 is really the new C grade!



English & maths grades

Results Summer 2017 English GCSE Maths GCSE

Grade 4 and above 79% 70%

Grade 5 and above 69% 43%



What should students be 
aiming for?

• Perhaps 10 GCSEs graded 9s and 8s?

• Perhaps 5 GCSEs graded 5 and above including 
grade 5s in English and maths?

• Perhaps 5 GCSEs graded 4 and above including 
grade 4s in English and maths?

• The very best they can achieve!



Why do we set targets?

• To provide students with a clear and 
challenging personalised goal to aim for;

• To show students what similar peers achieve in 
other schools/settings;

• To help us track students’ progress and offer 
appropriate levels of support;

• To help parents/carers, teachers and students 
know and understand progress over a period of 
time.



Targets

• A grade that students should be able to achieve 
at the end of their GCSE course and an 
aspirational grade they should aim for;

• Based on students’ prior achievement at Key 
Stage 2 and their context as compared to the 
national dataset;

• Individual targets for English, maths and all other 
subjects;

• Achievable and aspirational.



Fischer Family Trust Targets

1+2+5+11+23=42
1+2+5+11+23+17=59
1+2+5+11+23+17+25=84

Target Grade for end of Year 11 in each subject
Aspirational Target for end of Year 11



Reports/Progress Updates –
Year 10
• All students will be assessed against GCSE 

grades 9 – 1;
• Sub levels in terms of - = + will be used for 

grades 9 – 1;
• Years 10 will receive Progress Updates once 

per term colour coded to indicate whether 
they are above, on or below target;

• The Progress Updates will include Current 
grades, with Predicted grades included from 
Summer in Year 10.



Reports/Progress Updates –
Year 10 key dates
• Autumn Progress Check end of this term;
• Spring Progress Check issued prior to 

Academic Tutorials on 13 March 2018;
• Summer Progress Check plus Final Report 

from tutor plus Year 10 exam results end of 
Summer term;

• Year 10 exams during week beginning 
Monday 25 June 2018.

• Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ evening Thursday 12 
July 2018



English at GCSE



First of all – the changes

• 100% exam for both Literature and Language. There 
is no coursework.

• Literature is closed book. This means students will 
have to learn key quotations off by heart in 
preparation for the exam – although they don’t have 
to be whole passages, they can be single words

• There is one speaking and listening component, but 
this does not affect the overall Language grade. 
However, for certification, it has to be completed



English Language in a bit 
more detail

Paper 1:
• Students will have to answer 4 questions on a passage of 

about 500 words from a piece of 20th C. or 21st C. literary 
fiction. 

• The questions become more difficult as they go on, 
beginning with selecting 4 statements from a list of 8, and 
ending with an analysis that explores an argument about 
the text.

• Student will then have a choice of two writing questions.
• Once of these questions will be a piece of description 

based on a stimulus of a picture or photograph, the other 
will be a narrative piece. Both of these will have a tenuous 
link to the original text



Paper 2
• There are two pieces of reading that are linked by a topic 

or theme, each about 300 words long. One will be non-
fiction of either 20th C. or 21st C., the other will be 19th C. 
literary non-fiction.

• As with paper one, students will have 4 reading questions, 
beginning with statements and ending with a longer 
analysis that is based on a comparison of both the texts.

• Also as paper one, they will have a piece of writing for the 
5th question. Here, there is no choice, and it will be based 
on writing to give their opinion – arguing, persuading or 
advising being examples



Speaking and listening

• Students will have to give one presentation to a 
group, then answer questions about this 
presentation

• They will have to have an audience of more 
than just the teacher

• The topics for this will be chosen by the class and 
the teacher together

• This is given a pass, merit, distinction grading to 
go alongside the GCSE



Weighting 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Speaking and listening
Reading – 50% of the 
paper
Writing – 50% of the 
paper

Overall – 50% of the 
GCSE

Reading – 50% of the 
paper
Writing – 50% of the 
paper

Overall – 50% of the 
GCSE

Pass, merit, distinction

Does not count 
towards the GCSE



Literature – a separate 
qualification!
• Again, there are two papers

• Paper 1 is worth 40% of the GCSE

• Paper 2 is worth 60% of the GCSE



Paper 1 – 40%

• Shakespeare – Macbeth.
• Students will study this in year 11.  They will have to answer an essay 

based on a short passage, analysing the language and referring to 
the play as a whole

• The 19th C. novel – Sign of Four 
– Students will be studying this in term 2 after 

Christmas of year 10. It is helpful to get a copy to 
make notes in. Again, students will need to refer to 
the whole novel, and here the extract will be 
much shorter



Paper 2 – 60%

• Modern texts –An Inspector Calls
– Students have begun studying this now. They will have a choice of 

two questions on their text where they have to refer to the whole thing 
and the way the writer presents their ideas.

• Poetry cluster
– Students will study this in term three, unless they have Mrs Townsend 

and Mr Simmons. This group have started already. They will be given a 
copy of the poems to annotate and keep. They will have to compare 
two poems in the exam: one that is printed, and one they will need to 
remember

• Unseen poetry
– Students will practise the skills for analysis alongside the poetry in term 

three. They will have to explore one unseen poem, and then do a 
short comparison to another.



How can you help?

• Help check through homework for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors. This is 
a huge portion of the writing mark, as well as part of the Literature qualification 
where it forms 5% of the marks

• Encourage them to read a range of texts – newspapers, novels, ‘good’ magazines

• If you can, ensure they have access to a copy of the texts for revision and to allow 
for annotation

• Ask them questions about the texts they are reading. What have they found out? 
What happens? What is the character like?

• Support the use of GCSE pod and other revision tools

• Time them when they need to practise writing exam questions



GCSE Mathematics



New and old tiers of entry
 This summer was the first year of the new harder specification.

 The content stretches to a grade 9 on the Higher tier, which is 
beyond an old A*, and a grade 5 on the Foundation, which 
includes work previously judged at grade B.

 It is more sensible for students who will achieve around the old 
grade C (grade 4) to sit the Foundation tier rather than the 
Higher tier which they might have sat in the past.

 The majority of students at Notley will sit Foundation Tier.

 Students wishing to study for A levels in Maths or Science will 
need to study Higher tier as they will be more successful at A 
level if they achieve a grade 6 or higher at GCSE.



The New Curriculum in 
Maths – 3rd cohort
• Some topics in GCSE Higher which were A level 

topics:-
Composite and inverse functions;
 Area under a graph;
 Turning points from completing the square.

• Some topics in GCSE Foundation which were 
previously in Higher tier:-
 Index laws;
 Standard form; 
Compound interest;
 Trigonometry;
Quadratic equations;
 Tree diagrams.



How are the exams 
different?
A greater emphasis on good arithmetic skills.
Multi step questions involving 3 or 4 steps to 

calculations.
More 5 mark questions. 
Questions involving more than one topic, and 

with more difficult numbers to manipulate
 Less non-wordy skills based questions at the 

start of papers to get them warmed up!



Maths setting
Set 1 Students in these sets will be sitting the Higher tier 

paper, aiming for grades 9 to 6.

Set 2 Students in set 2 will follow the Higher scheme of work 
and most will sit the Higher tier exam in year 11.
Students who do not consistently achieve a grade 4 will 
be advised to sit the Foundation Tier exam to ensure 
success.

Set 3 Students in set 3 will be aiming for grades 6 to 4 and so 
will follow a mixed Foundation and Higher tier course. 
The small number of students entered for the Higher tier 
in year 11 will have achieved a minimum of grade 5 in 
Foundation Tier exams already.

Set 4 Students in set 4 will be sitting the Foundation tier 
papers, aiming for grades 5 and 4.

Set 5 
and 6

Students will sit the Foundation tier papers. Some will 
also complete an entry level qualification.



Course Content

Number;
Algebra;
Ratio, proportion and rates of change;
Geometry and measures;
 Statistics;
Probability;
 Students will also learn to reason, interpret 

and communicate mathematically and solve 
problems within maths in other contexts.



Assessment
 Students will sit three examination papers. 

Two calculator papers and one non-
calculator  paper all at the end of year 11;

All students in sets 1 to 6 need to own their 
own scientific calculator – we recommend a 
Casio. The earlier they have this, the longer 
they have to learn how to use it;

 The three papers are equally weighted and 
cover the whole specification.



Ways in which you can 
help



Ways in which you can 
help



Ways in which you can 
help
 Encourage your child to solve puzzles like 

Sudoku and those found in newspapers;
Discuss graphs and tables found in 

newspapers;
 Encourage your child to read bus timetables 

and information tables for you;
Don’t ever say you were no good at maths;
Purchase a revision guide, available from 

school for £2.50, payable on parent pay.



Ways in which you can 
help
 Practice key concepts such as multiplication 

facts up to 10 x 10, methods for multiplication 
and division, fractions, decimals and 
percentages;

 Ask questions about your child’s home learning. 
Remind them to show working out and to set 
work out clearly;

 Encourage your child to attend maths club at 
lunchtimes;

 Try to get your son/daughter to think about 
whether they understood their lesson completely, 
and if not to use mymaths, SAM learning or BBC 
bitesize as a top up.



KS4 Science



Pathways in KS4 
Science

• All-new, revised specifications for first 
examination in June 2018

• Separate Science GCSE – Triple Science
– Separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

• Combined Science (AQA Trilogy Science) –
Double Science
– 2 GCSEs in a combined science course 

incorporating Biology, Chemistry and Physics



Year 10 Science Setting
Class Description

10X1 / 10Y1 
10X2 / 10Y2

Equal ability AQA Separate GSCE Sciences (Triple Science) 
studying Biology, Physics and Chemistry (3 GCSEs) over 2 
years (6 periods per week) at Higher Tier

10X3 / 10Y3 AQA Separate GSCE Sciences (Triple Science) studying 
Biology, Physics and Chemistry (3 GCSEs) over 2 years (6 
periods per week) at Foundation Tier

10X4 / 10Y4
10X5 / 10Y5 

Equal ability sets of AQA Combined Science (Double Science) 
Foundation Tier studying a combination of Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry (2 GCSEs) over 2 years (5 periods per week). Some 
students will study Higher Tier.

10X6 Double Entry AQA Entry Level Science/AQA Combined 
Science GCSE studied over 2 years (5 periods per week)



Assessment in KS4 Science
Course May/June Exam

GCSE Triple Science
Year 10 No External Exams – internal mock exams

Year 11 (May/June 2019) 6 Papers (each 1 hour 45 mins) (2 in each of 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

GCSE Combined Science
Year 10 No External Exams – internal mock exams

Year 11 (May/June 2019) 6 Papers (each 1 hour 15 mins) (2 in each of 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

GCSE Combined Science / Entry Level Certificate
Year 10 Teacher-assessed coursework tasks for ELC 

Year 11 (May/June 2019) 6 Papers (each 1 hour 15 mins) (2 in each of 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
Teacher-assessed coursework tasks for ELC



The new GCSE Science 
specification
• Grades now 9 – 1 (replaces A* - G) for separate 

sciences
• Grades now 9.9, 9.8, 8.8, 8.7, 7.7…….1.1 (replaces A* -

G ) for Combined Science
• There is no longer any coursework component to the 

GCSE Science qualifications
• All courses (except Entry Level Certificate) are linear, 

two-year courses which are assessed by written 
examination at the end of Year 11

• There are a set of Required Practicals to be done 
over the course which can be tested in the written 
examination

• More emphasis on maths skills throughout



Ways in which you can 
help
• Purchase and encourage the regular use of an 

appropriate revision guide – available from 
school;

• Encourage the regular use of online resources 
like SAM Learning or BBC Bitesize;

• Ask about home learning and have a look at 
what they write;

• Look out for and discuss the science found in 
everyday life.



2016 GCSE subject content changes

• Geography: use of maths and statistics; more on 
UK geography; at least two pieces of fieldwork.

• History: more historical periods, over three eras -
medieval, early modern and modern – and 
more on British history.

• Modern foreign languages : most exam 
questions in modern languages will be in the 
foreign language.

Source: Department for Education



2016 GCSE subject content changes

• Computer Science: includes key mathematical 
principles; the key components of computer systems; and 
program writing.

• Music: more critical appreciation; writing staff notation; 
chord symbols and analysing unfamiliar music.

• Art and Design: more focus on creativity and drawing.

• Dance: more critical appreciation.

• Drama: more on performance texts and their historical, 
social and cultural context.

Source: Department for Education



2016 GCSE subject content changes

• Food Preparation and Nutrition: replaces existing 
range of subjects related to food. Strong food 
science and practical content.

• Physical Education: more theoretical content. 
Students assessed in three activities.

• Religious Studies: greater understanding of 
religion itself, with students assessed on at least 
two religions.

Source: Department for Education



Web links for more 
information

• A timetable of the main changes: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/timeline-
of-changes-to-gcses-as-and-a-levels

• Information on the new grading structure: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-
descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1

• Detail on reformed GCSE subject content : 
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reforming-
qualifications-and-the-curriculum-to-better-prepare-
pupils-for-life-after-school/supporting-pages/gcse-
reform

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/timeline-of-changes-to-gcses-as-and-a-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grade-descriptors-for-gcses-graded-9-to-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reforming-qualifications-and-the-curriculum-to-better-prepare-pupils-for-life-after-school/supporting-pages/gcse-reform


KS4 Assessment

A range of assessment types:

• Ongoing portfolio work;
• Controlled assessment tasks;
• Coursework;
• Linear exams for GCSE subjects – all taken at 

the end of two years.



Help and support from 
parents and carers



• Resilience
• Time 

management
• Persistence
• Empathy
• Independence



How we help
• Feedback from subject staff through marking and 

assessment;
• Tutors monitor and discuss progress with students and 

parents and carers;
• Revision catch-up sessions;
• Regular progress updates;
• Revision support and access to e-learning sites;
• Mentoring;
• Support with study skills;
• Sixth form ‘taster’ experiences;
• Information, advice and guidance on further study 

and careers.



“Parental engagement is a 
powerful lever for raising 
achievement in schools. When 
parents and teachers work 
together to improve learning, the 
gains in achievement are 
significant”. 

Do Parents Know They Matter? 
(Harris & Goodall/University of 
Warwick 2007)



Hattie found the ‘parent 
engagement effect’ amounted to 
the equivalent of adding an extra 
two to three years' education over a 
student’s school career.



Strategies for supporting your child

Attendance

What does a 95% attendance record mean?

 95% attendance = half a day’s absence every two 
weeks

 95% attendance = almost two weeks of lessons missed 
in a year

This is the equivalent of half an entire year’s worth of 
lessons for one GCSE subject.



Strategies for supporting your child

Attendance

e.g. History – taught for 5 hours/fortnight

Approximately 95 lessons a year

Equivalent to about 4 weeks of a school timetable

Most topics will be covered only once or twice in lessons 
– so the learning in each lesson is key.



• Talk about learning
• Share learning
• Encourage learning

• Look ahead and help your child to set goals 
• Make clear you believe that all children can get smarter and 

learn more effectively through effort and positive thinking 
• Set clear routines for the time before and after school and for 

weekends and encourage your child to be involved in a 
reasonable amount of regular extracurricular activity 

• Set aside time to look at their school and home work 
• Make sure that your child has a quiet place to study 
• Celebrate effort and hard work whenever possible 
• Teach your child to practise – setting aside time, setting goals, 

repeating the hard bits, watching experts 
• Make it clear that learning involves making mistakes and 

involves effort 
• Talk about your own learning, successes, frustrations, times you 

have had to persist at something



Strategies for supporting your child

Home Study Planning

 ‘My work is saved on the system 
at school’

 ‘No one else is doing any 
revision’

 ‘I did all my homework at 
lunchtime’

 ‘This loud music helps me to 
concentrate’

 ‘Mr X never sets any homework’
 ‘The exam/test/deadline is ages 

away’
 They are only mock exams and 

don’t matter

The emphasis on linear 
exams taken at the end of 
the course means there is a 
greater need for students to 
be able to recall and 
reprocess information.

Two years can seem a very 
long time: talk to your child 
about their studies and 
subjects, encouraging them 
to see their work in context.

 Monitor and keep track
 Follow up
 If you have concerns, 

contact your child’s tutor



Strategies for supporting your child

Support for revision

 Revision is a skill – students need to learn how to revise, 
and to practise what works for them

 Internal exams and tests provide opportunities to learn 
these skills and students who prepare effectively are 
more likely to build revision skills

 Simply reading through notes is likely to be ineffective 
– doing something to process notes and information, 
such as mindmaps or notecards, will be more effective

 Help your child to put together a revision plan – with 
topics to be learnt, opportunities to revisit information, 
and time for breaks.



The Year 10 Courses Guide

This will be published on the school’s website, and 
contains for each subject:

 Exam Board and Specification
 Revision resources and recommendations
 Assessment details and course content

Exam board websites provide detail of the courses and 
also past and example papers.



And finally…

Do support your child to access revision materials 
and equipment

Begin to talk about life after GCSEs and your child’s 
plans, and the qualifications they need to achieve 
these

 Try to help your child have a sense of perspective, 
and watch for signs of stress

 Let us know if you feel that serious adverse 
circumstances are affecting your child’s 
performance

Keep in contact with tutors if you have any concerns







Key Dates
• Revision skills briefing for parents and carers –

2 November 
• Academic Tutorials for year 10 – 13 March
• Year 10 internal examinations: Week 

commencing 25 June 2017
• Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation 

Evening:  12 July
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