
12 July 2017 
 
Dear Year 10 Parent/Carer 
 
We look forward to discussing your student’s progress at the Year 10 parents’/carers’ evening 
tomorrow night.  If you have yet to make appointments to see subject teachers please do so via the 
booking system.  A link can be found on our school website. 
 
At the parents’/carers’ evening and also in the progress checks and full reports sent home this week 
we are reporting and discussing most GCSE grades as the new numbered grades.  A small number 
of GCSEs, including business, statistics, media and design and technology, remain with the old 
alphabet grades where A* is the highest and G the lowest.  For the majority of GCSEs the grades 
now range from the highest grade 9 to the lowest grade 1.  Over the next few paragraphs I hope to 
offer some clarity over these grades. 
 
Firstly the bottom of the old C grade equates to the bottom of the new grade 4.  So a grade 4 is the 
same as an old grade C.  The government has said that a grade 4 is a standard pass and for most 
further education providers a grade 4 in English and maths will be accepted as part of any entry 
criteria.  Our sixth form will recognise grade 4s as pass grades for English and maths, and for other 
subjects. 
 
The government have stated that a grade 5 is a strong pass and in time the government’s aspiration 
is that all students will aim for grade 5s.  The new grade 5 is equivalent to the very best old grade 
Cs and the lower grade Bs.  Grade 6 is then equivalent to high grade Bs. 
 
Then the new grade 7 is equivalent to the old grade A, with grade 8 equivalent to the highest grade 
As and lower A* grades.  Finally grade 9 will be awarded to the very highest results, equivalent to 
the very best old A* grades.  Nationally approximately 2% of all grades will be grade 9s or to put it 
another way 20% of what would have been old A and A* grades will be grade 9s. 
 
Further information can be found on the government’s website, with particular information on 
numbered grades being found at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-gcse-9-to-1-grades-
coming-soon.  It is worth watching the video and following some of the links at this web address. 
 
Subject staff have used their professional judgement to decide which grades your student is working 
at and is predicted to achieve.  However, very little information has been shared by exam boards or 
the government as to where the grade boundaries will fall and what the grade criteria are.  The 
current year 11 students have just completed the new GCSEs in English and maths, however, your 
students will be the first to take the new GCSEs in other subjects.  Teaching staff will therefore be 
explaining progress and expectations in the light of these changes. 
 
Rest assured that we are all working hard together to ensure our students achieve the highest 
possible grades, but the national picture is still unclear.  Hopefully the results in the summer will 
begin to offer some clarity which will inform our predictions as your students enter year 11.  Please 
do take the opportunity tomorrow to talk to your son or daughter’s teachers about the progress they 
are making. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr J Fuller, Deputy Headteacher 
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