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Feedback on Monday’s Year 11 
Sessions

When asked to 
rate the 
workshop out of 
10, 41% rated it 
at10, 64% rated 
it 9 or higher 
and 85% rated it 
8 or higher and 
92% as 7 or 
higher.

‘It taught me new revision techniques that I would never have thought 
of doing’
‘Very useful and has given me more ideas how to revise and increase 
my chances of a higher grade’
‘I liked that it showed many different techniques that we can use and it 
also gave examples of each of these’
‘We were taught HOW to use the techniques’
‘The opportunity to trial many different revision methods and find the 
best ones for me’
‘Methods were creative, presentation was confident, all students were 
involved’
‘Very interactive, clear methods and taught us how to do each method’
‘I thought it was really good and useful – thank you!’
‘The friendly looking caring people and the key points and new ways to 
revise’
‘It really helped me to learn more techniques which I will use more 
now!’
‘It was helpful and it’s helped me realise how much I can remember 
even with so little detail. Thank you. Chloe and Ellen also seemed lovely’
‘Before I came in here I didn’t know how to revise. You have definitely 
helped me realise what works for me’



91 x 2 revision topics 
covered every day:

182 topics covered

91 Days until the first 
GCSE exam 



Three principles

Systematic and organised approach helps 
to maximise success
It’s not just the hours put in but how 

effective those hours are
Try to find ways of making the revision 

process enjoyable – things will ‘stick’ more if 
it is enjoyable and you will stick at it if it is fun



We remember…

20% of what we READ
30% of what we HEAR
40% of what we SEE
50% of what we SAY
60% of what we DO
90% of what we SEE, HEAR, SAY and DO

(Source: The Study Skills Handbook, 
Maximum Points, Minimum Panic)



What this means for effective revision:

 The most effective revision will involve a mixture of 
reading, hearing, seeing, saying and doing

 The least effective will involve simply reading or re-
reading

We encourage students to reprocess content and 
knowledge into products that they can keep

 The process of creating the product is as important as 
the product itself

Creating a product is not the final step – revisiting it 
and then testing oneself is key



done pictures bicycle communism become

importance splash lay tick heart 

lock raindrop seen features minute

satisfy price patient houses page

banana interesting guitar rose balloon 

senate cause trust building shout

puppy daughter red walkie-talkie helter-skelter

direct bang how paper profound





We remember things that are:

 In colour
 IN CAPITALS
 Underlined
 Pictorial
 Unusual



12 Key 
Strategies



Index It Post It Flip it







Timeline it



Story it
GCSE History – Medicine Through Time Revision Notes   
TOPIC 2 – ANCIENT EGYPT 

Ancient Egyptian Society 

 The Egyptian civilisation was an agricultural one that spread in a narrow band along the River Nile. Every year the 
Nile floods fertilised the fields and the river provided water for irrigation. Successful agriculture provided spare 
food so more people were doctors, priests and other professionals. More trade and communication – ships 
imported new herbs and plants, which were used as medicines.  The Egyptians had writing – ideas could be 
recorded and communicated better than previously. 

Natural Beliefs and Treatments 
 The River Nile led some to suggest that, like the Nile and irrigation systems, the body was full of channels.  They 

thought that you became ill if the channels of your body were blocked.  They used purging, vomiting and blood-
letting to unblock the channels when someone became unwell. These ideas weren’t accepted by all and those 
who believed them did not abandon spiritual treatments.  The Egyptians also knew diet was important – medical 
procedures included recommended foods. 

Supernatural Beliefs and Treatments 
 The Egyptians believed that Gods could cure and cause disease. Priests kept books which contained accepted 

treatments and spells. The instructions were exact as to what should be done, what medicines given and what 
words should be used when talking to the patient. Some drugs used, including opium, are used today. They were 
probably thought of as driving away evil. 



12 Key 
Strategies



Revising Maths



What has changed – key points

• Three exams rather than two – two calculator and 
one non calculator

• Make sure students are familiar with their calculator

• More complex topics in both Higher and 
Foundation papers

• More students will sit Foundation this year

• No formulae sheet from now on
• Must learn formulae

• More involved questions
• Highlight key parts / what is the maths being tested
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Tips to revise mathematics

• Using past papers effectively
• Don’t do every question from memory
• Look up methods and techniques in revision guides
• Use revision methods – cards; postits; record it; 

sing it
• Focus on topics you don’t understand
• Use the online revision resources provided
• Focus this year on Method Maths





























Revising for English



What do I need to revise for Literature?

You need to make sure that for each text you have a really 
good understanding of what happens when in the storyline

You need to know the characters and themes of each text

You need to remember key quotations for each character and 
theme

You need to know half of the poems really well covering a wide 
range of themes, and the other half well enough to write about 
if they come up as the seen poem

You need to know what the HOWs are, and to be able to 
identify them in a text



HOWs are important in Literature and language
In all our questions, we will get asked HOW

Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare 
presents Lady Macbeth as a powerful woman. 
Write about: 
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech 
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a 
whole. 

Starting with this extract, explore how Conan Doyle creates a 
sense of mystery. Write about: 
• how Conan Doyle uses places to create a sense of mystery in 
this extract
• how Conan Doyle creates a sense of mystery in the novel as 
a whole. 



Do you think Piggy is an important character in Lord of the Flies? 
Write about: 
• how Golding presents the character of Piggy 
• how Golding uses Piggy to present ideas about people and 
society.

What do you think is the importance of the ‘beast’ in Lord of the 
Flies? 
Write about: 
• how different characters respond to the ‘beast’ 
• how Golding uses the ‘beast’ to explore ideas about society and 
people in Lord of the Flies

Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in 
‘Ozymandias’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’. 

‘The ways’ = HOWs



Language:
• Paper 1 Q2 - How does the writer use language here to 

describe the effects of the weather? You could include 
the writer’s choice of:  words and phrases  language 
features and techniques  sentence forms. 

• Paper 1 Q3 - How has the writer structured the text to 
interest you as a reader? You could write about:  what 
the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 
how and why the writer changes this focus as the Source 
develops  any other structural features that interest you. 

• Paper 2 Q3 - How does Henry use language to try to 
influence his father?

• Paper 2 Q4 - Compare how the two writers convey their 
different attitudes to parenting and education. In your 
answer, you could:  compare their different attitudes 
compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes 
support your ideas with references to both texts. 



Language – other things to think about

• 50% of their grade comes from the writing side 
of things

• 20% of their grade comes from the accuracy of 
sentences and variety and control of these, 
and their vocabulary, within their writing.

• Therefore, practising a variety of sentences and 
checking for silly errors will help. 

• Using the wrong homophones, missing capital 
letters, missing full stops and comma splicing will 
all bring the grade down.



Literature – what the questions need to cover

• Explore layers of meaning, link to the rest 
of the novel as specifically as possible, 
link to the message, link to life at the 
time, use key terms, the effect on the 
reader

• Use references. These need to be tiny 
quotations so they can explore multiple 
layers of meaning.



SQUAD

There is the repeating motif of the ‘scar’ throughout the novel.
Golding first describes the ‘scar’ in the opening paragraph, 
Showing immediately that this is a place that has been damaged by 
the arrival of the boys, that by being there they have altered forever 
the structure of the unspoilt landscape. In turn, it is the island that 
‘scars’ them, mirroring this very first metaphor in the painful memories 
of their time on the island - especially in the character of Ralph as he 
weeps in the closing sentences.
Perhaps Golding is here foreshadowing the lasting effect that a 
place can have on people, the ‘scars’ that can never heal that are 
both physical and psychological, much like those seen during and 
after the war he had just lived through. By repeating the metaphor, 
he is reminding the reader that this event is something that will never 
leave, never heal in those boys that survive.

Explore layers of meaning, link to the rest of the novel as 
specifically as possible, link to the message, link to life at the 
time, use key terms the effect on the reader use references



Finally… visit these websites
http://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/ this is the 
same login as your maths one. We have 
checked now, and it works

BBC Bitesize - especially useful for the poetry 
revision and the language revision
Cliffsnotes - this has ‘Macbeth’ and ‘Lord of 
the Flies’ on it. Search for the relevant 
sections

http://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/


Science Revision

Practical ways your 
child can revise:

• Summed up in the 
handy Revision 
Resource Booklet           
given to all students 
in Year 11



The basics…
1. Practising and reviewing past exam papers 

and specimen papers
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

• Papers and mark schemes available
• Read examiners reports too
• Practise different question-types
• Ask teachers for advice and support in choosing 

papers to do

New GCSE Specification Old GCSE specification
Combined Science Trilogy (8464) Science A (4405) and Additional Science (4408)

Biology (8461) Biology (4401)

Chemistry (8462) Chemistry (4402)

Physics (8463) Physics (4403)

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


The basics…
2. Learn and practise the Physics equations
• 21 equations to learn and use for Combined Science (7 more given on an 

insert with the exam papers)
• 23 equations to learn and use for Physics (12 more given on an insert 

with the exam papers)

• Students must be able to select and 
use the correct equation in the 
context of a question

• For higher tier papers and Physics, 
students may be asked to rearrange 
the equation to complete an answer

• ‘magic triangle’ technique
• Find full details in the specification 

documents on the AQA website



Some proven 
favourites…

1. Sam Learning

• Exam-board specific revision tasks and online 
review tests for Science (and other subjects)

• Paid for by the school and free to all students

• See brief demonstration

https://www.samlearning.com/


Some proven 
favourites…
2.  Index Cards

• Summarise 
information 
using pictures, 
colour and 
some words

• Use as flash cards for keywords 
– word on one side and 
definition on the other



Some proven 
favourites…
3.  Look, Cover, Write, Check

• Use with a 
revision guide, 
class notes or 
revision notes

• Make a mind 
map, index 
card set, 
flowchart…



Some proven 
favourites…

4.  Post-it notes
• Definitions, 

physics 
equations, 
sequences, key 
graphs…

• Stick around computer, TV, mirror, 
on ceiling, up the stairs, even in 
the toilet – anywhere that is visible



Some proven 
favourites…
5.  Apps for mobile devices

• Gojimo – free, board-specific 
quizzes for revision and review

• CGP Revision Guide Apps
–free (£1.99 version 
available too) with review 
material and tests





Closing points
• Organisation
• Production and creation
• Use of sight, sound, space and movement, colour
• Testing and practising
• Other resources: library, teachers, online
• Can students put the ‘12 Techniques’ page (from their booklets) 

up on the wall where they work at home?
• All Year 11 students chose 3 or 4 techniques which they felt they 

preferred on the day. Please ask them about these so that you 
can discuss them and know which resources to purchase for 
them e.g. index cards, post its, folder, plastic inserts, flippers, 
multi-colour pen, etc

• Year 11 students are encouraged to create at least one revision 
product every day in the countdown to when GCSEs will hit in 
earnest on 14 May 2018
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