
6 February 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Year 11 Students' Preparation for Final Examinations Summer 2017 
 
With the approach of the final GCSE examinations now firmly on the horizon, with written 
examinations starting on 15 May 2017 and a number of practical examinations taking place before 
this, I am writing to you with information about supporting your child as they prepare for these. In 
most subject areas, your child will either have completed or will soon complete their coverage of the 
course and their attention will be moving towards revision of material. Lessons will of course focus 
on revision, but success in the examinations can only be ensured by appropriate independent work 
and study, so students will need to dedicate some focused time to this. 
 
With this in mind, we have arranged for Monday 27 February 2017 to be a Revision Skills Day for all 
Year 11 students. We will be visited by The Life Skills Company, who will run two hour workshops 
with students during the day focusing on revision skills, encouraging students to trial a number of 
strategies to see what will work best for them individually. Colleagues from English, science and 
mathematics will also be leading sessions during the day on the ways students should approach 
their revision in the core subject areas. 
 
Following this, there will be an information session for parents and carers on Thursday 2 March 
2017, from 5-6pm in Braintree Arts Theatre. You will be most welcome to this session, where we will 
feed back to you the skills and approaches recommended during the Revision Skills Day, so that 
you are aware of what was covered in workshops and have the chance to hear from colleagues 
about the sorts of revision and preparation which will benefit your child this summer. 
 
Later this term, during the week commencing 27 March 2017, students will be sitting pre-public 
examinations in each of their subjects. For many subjects, this is a chance to set additional papers 
that were not covered in the November mocks, and it is also a chance for students to put into 
practice their revision skills. Experience suggests that this rehearsal of knowledge is highly 
beneficial to students in the final examinations. 
 
There are also a number of other ways in which your child's independent study can be supported. 
Some students find it helpful to work and study in school before going home in the afternoons. The 
school library will be open and supervised after school until 5 pm Monday - Thursday from 20 
February 2017 for those students who wish to stay and work quietly in the library and make use of 
revision resources. You should also be aware of a number of helpful revision resources online, and I 
am attaching a list to this letter. Finally, a number of other subjects will offer bespoke revision 
sessions for a number of students after school or in holiday time. These will be targeted at individual 
students rather than via blanket invitation, and individual subjects will contact you in due course if 
they wish for your child to attend additional sessions.  
 
We wish you and your child every success as they prepare for their examinations, and encourage 
them to make the most of every opportunity to prepare thoroughly.  Please do contact your child's 
subject teachers or Heads of Faculty if you do have specific queries. 
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I will write later on this term with arrangements for revision and masterclasses during the school day 
during the period of the examinations as well as the weekly after school revision sessions offered 
within different faculties. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs M Townsend 

Assistant Headteacher – KS4 

 

  



 
Resources to support independent learning and study 

  
 
 

At the heart of GCSEPod are 
videos or “Pods”. Each one is a 
highly concentrated, 3-5 minute 
segment of audio-visual learning 
and specialist subject knowledge 
for 20 curriculum areas. It's 
written by expert subject teachers 
then rigorously quality assured. 
Every Pod is mapped to GCSE 
and is up to date with curriculum 
and technology changes. 

To access GCSEPod for the 
first time, students should 
follow these three steps: 

1) Go to 
www.gcsepod.com and 
click “Login” in the top 
right hand corner 

2) Click “New here?  Get 
started.” 

3) Enter their name, date 
of birth and choose 
their school 

4) Select a username and 
password (to be used 
when they next login) 
and select the subjects 
they study 

 

 • SAM Learning say that ‘Using 
us for just 10 hours across the 
year will increase your expected 
attainment by 2 GCSE grades, on 
average.’ 

• SAM Learning is, on average, 
used by over 100,000 students 
every day. 

• There are more than 70,000 
activities across 27 subjects to 
help you revise. 

 

Login Details – Centre ID – 
CM7NH 
User ID and Password are 
initially the same and based 
on students’ date of birth and 
initials 
Format is DDMMYYFS 

 The app has been designed to 
help you identify your strengths 
and areas to develop.  

● It is a great way of practising 
questions on specific topics. The 
app refreshes questions so you 
have unlimited opportunities to 
prove that you are moving your 
learning forward.  

● The app contains 152 therapy 
videos. If you are stuck on a 
particular question, you can watch 

https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/ 
 
To log in for the first time: 
School ID: NH1765 
 
User id/Password will usually 
be Students’ first names and 
initials for the first login – 
Maths teachers can advise if 
any problems. 

http://www.gcsepod.com/
https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/


a video tutorial to assist you in 
moving forward.  

● The app has built in challenges 
that enable you to focus on topics 
that are specific to your target 
grade.  
 

 – To help students understand 
mathematical topics by providing 
free Video Tutorials 

– To help students reinforce their 
learning by providing free Practice 
Questions, 5-a-day and solutions 
to each 

– To help stretch and 
challenge students by 
providing free puzzles and 
activities 

– To help teachers by providing 
all these resources for free so that 
they can use them within their 
lessons and as resources for 
homework or revision. 

 

No login required. Website is: 
 
https://corbettmaths.com/  
 
Can be followed on Twitter: 
@Corbettmaths 

 The PiXL Lit app focuses on 
helping you to develop your 
knowledge and understanding of 
literature texts. The main focuses 
are: 1) Quotation learning 2) 
Character learning 3) Knowledge 
of events and plot 4) Literature 
terminology 

http://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/ 
 
To log in for the first time: 
School ID: NH1765 
 
User id/Password will usually 
be Students’ first names and 
initials for the first login – 
English teachers can advise if 
there are any problems. 

 

Methodmaths is an interactive 
website where students can 
practise official Edexcel, exam 
papers.  
 
 

http://www.methodmaths.com/ 
 
To login for the first time: 
 
School ID: notley 
Login: first name 
Password: surname 

https://corbettmaths.com/
http://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
http://www.methodmaths.com/


 

 

 MyMaths provides a fully 
interactive online learning 
resource suitable for all ages and 
abilities right up to A-Level, and 
can be accessed 24/7 from 
school, home, or even when on 
holiday.   

Login Details – notley 
Password – circle 
 
Students should also all have 
individual logins. 
 
Puffin Academy needs to be 
downloaded for MyMaths to work 
on an ipad or phone. 

DiagnosticQuestions.com

 

This app sends regular Maths 
questions to students, diagnosing 
strengths and weaknesses and 
providing teachers with useful 
feedback. 

To login for the first time: 
 
School ID: notley 
Login: first name 
Password: surname 
 
NB – will be available to 
students after February half 
term 


