
20 July 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the holiday, I am writing to let you know of changes to our setting process in 
English next year.  
 
In previous years, classes have been set according to ability, as they are in mathematics and 
science. We have decided not to do this for English as of September for several reasons. 
 
Research shows that setting has neither a positive nor negative effect on outcome overall, but in 
class grouping does. Therefore, we are focused on differentiation within class to support and stretch 
students for certain activities. 
 
Not having sets means that there will be a maximum of 24 students in the group, which means more 
time to ensure everyone has teacher input each lesson. It will also give students the opportunity to 
ask questions and clarify ideas more easily as the class is smaller. 
 
If there are issues within the class or social groups, it allows us to move students if necessary to 
ensure everyone is able to achieve their highest possible grade without the distractions of other 
students or external factors that may otherwise have had an impact on learning. 
 
There are no tiers in English, so everyone is completing the same work, with more support at the 
bottom end. We pitch our lessons to the top end, and support those that need it rather than focusing 
in the middle. This way, everyone has access to the material needed for the top grades of 7s, 8s 
and 9s, but has the support to see how to get there. The training within English from the exam board 
has shown us how to build these skills and, because it is skill related rather than content related in 
English, we are able to practise these skills at the right level within class throughout the two years of 
GCSE. There are still tiers within mathematics, which is why there are different sets, and science 
still offer different pathways, which is why there are sets in these subjects. All option subjects are 
mixed ability, and we intend to follow their lead in achieving the highest possible grades for all of our 
students, regardless of ability. 
 
If you have any further questions, please get in contact. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Gee 
Director of English 


