
1 November 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Year 9 History Trip - 24 November 2017  
First World War Battlefields Trip to France & Belgium 
(Mostly) Teaching Groups 9Y, 9H, 9S, and 9B  
 
I am writing with further information regarding the Year 9 trip to the Battlefields of World War One on 
Friday 24 November.  If there are any queries about the following information please contact me at 
school via your son or daughter or email, details below. 
 
By Monday 6 November, students need to have brought in their passports and current EHIC 
cards. These should be placed in one of the trip boxes in order that they can be securely stored. 
 
There is only one large coach so the whole group will travel together. However, we will divide the 
students into smaller groups of about twelve, to double check on them at appropriate intervals 
during the day. May I stress that students will still be able to spend the day in friendship groups. It is 
simply that, at given intervals, students will be asked to see a specific teacher to register and be 
given any new instructions.   
 
Itinerary  
 

Friday 24 November 2017 
 

04:00hrs Coach leaves school.  We will not be able to wait for latecomers so please 
arrive by 3.40am at the latest, to load the coach. 

 
05:40hrs Arrive to check-in at Folkestone 

 
06:50hrs  Crossing via tunnel: Folkestone - Calais 

 
08:25hrs   Arrive Calais and travel on to the Ypres area in Belgium 
(local time) 

 
Members of the history department will conduct the rest of the day comprising of visits to 
cemeteries, museums and other key points of interest in the Ypres Salient. 

 
16:30hrs  Leave Ypres area to travel back to Calais 
(approx)  

 
19:20hrs Crossing via tunnel: Calais - Folkestone 

 
18:55hrs  Arrive Dover 
(local time)  

 
21:00hrs  Approximate time of arrival back at school (* important – see below) 

 
 
We will use the school’s Facebook page to provide updates about the day including to give any 
revised return times; it is not necessary for you to have a Facebook account in order to access this 



via the school’s webpage. In the unlikely event of any electronic or web issues preventing the 
receipt of updated information please may I ask parents/carers to arrive at school to collect 
their child by 9.30pm*. A member of staff will remain at school until all students have been 
collected. 
 
Some areas we will visit are very sensitive and all students will be representing Notley High School 
& Braintree Sixth Form, so everyone is expected to behave appropriately at all times during the trip. 
 
At NO time and under NO circumstances are students allowed to purchase flick knives, fire 
crackers, bangers, wines, spirits, tobacco etc. on the trip.  Any students caught doing so will be 
severely dealt with. 
 
What to take:- 
 
Food - All students must provide their own food and drinks during the day. Chewing gum is not 
allowed at any time. 
 
Money - Spending money is unnecessary unless students wish to purchase food on the day rather 
than taking it with them, but note that opportunities for this will be limited.  If students wish to bring 
back souvenirs for their parents/carers, they can purchase a fairly large quantity of Belgian 
chocolate in the Ypres chocolate shops for around 15 Euros. We would certainly recommend that 
no more than £20 worth of Euros is taken. 
 
Clothing - Students do not have to wear school uniform, but they should check the weather forecast 
and come suitably dressed, as the weather in Northern France and Belgium at this time of year can 
be very wet and cold. If students are likely to want to go down into the trenches to explore them, 
then I would recommend taking a pair of old shoes or Wellington boots plus a change of trousers as 
they can be very muddy (this is an optional part of the trip). They would also need a plastic bag for 
storing the muddy items. 
 
Gadgets - Cameras and personal stereos/MP3 players can be brought along, at the owner’s risk, 
but must be switched off when we are in the Ypres area. Mobile phones may also be taken in order 
to help with arrangements for collection at the end of the day, however they must be switched off 
and students may only use them when allowed to do so by staff. 
 
Once again, please do contact me at school if you have any queries. The quickest method of 
contact is email, for which the address is nicole.hill@notleyhigh.com  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs C Cheung 
History Teacher 
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