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Dates for your Diary 

Monday 24 June Year 7 Careers Day, Colchester Institute, 
Braintree Campus

8.45am - 
3.45pm

Monday 24June Berlin Trip Information Evening for Parents/
Carers, Braintree Arts Theatre

6pm - 7pm

Tuesday 25 June Staff Training Day - No Students

Wednesday 26 June Year 6 Parents’/Carers’ Transition Evening, 
Braintree Arts Theatre

6pm - 8pm

Thursday 27 June Year 6 PSL Day

Friday 28 June Year 6 PSL Day

Friday 28 June A Level Law Trip, Chelmsford Crown Court 8.30am - 4pm

Instrument/Singing Lessons
 
If your child is currently receiving instrument/singing lessons, fees are now due for the 
Autumn term.  Your child has been given a letter regarding this, and payment is due by 
5 July 2019 and can be made either by ParentPay or a cheque payable to Notley High 
School & Braintree Sixth Form.
 
Should you have any queries regarding this please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Mrs D Hanna
Head of Music
Deborah.hanna@notleyhigh.com

Staff Training Day – No Students

As we have a staff training day on Tuesday 25 June 2019, students will not be in school on 
that day.  

Handling the Pressure of External Exams

This week’s leaflet is entitled ‘How to Help Develop Reading and Vocabulary’. We hope 
you find it useful.

Charity Quiz night

The charity quiz night that was planned for tonght has unfortunately been cancelled.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

  
Term Dates 2018-2019

Autumn Term 2018
Tuesday 4 September - 

Friday 21 December
Half Term

Monday 22 October - 
Friday 26 October

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7 January - 

Friday 5 April
Half Term

Monday 18 February - 
Friday 22 February

Summer Term 2019
Tuesday 23 April - 

Friday 19 July  
Half Term

Monday 27 May - Friday 31 May 
May Bank Holiday - Mon 6 May  

Staff Training Days
Monday 3 September 2018
Friday 23 November 2018
Friday 7 December 2018

Tuesday 25 June 2019
Monday 22 July 2019
Tuesday 23 July 2019

Sports Fixtures - Monday 24  June 2019 - Friday 28 June 2019 

Monday 24 June 3.30pm - 
4.45pm

Interhouse Rounders - Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form

  
Term Dates 2019-2020

Autumn Term 2019
Monday 2 September -                  

Friday 20 December 
Half Term

Monday 28 October -
Friday 1 November

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January -

Friday 3 April
Half Term

Monday 17 February -
Friday 21 February

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20 April - 
Monday 20 July

Half Term
Monday 25 May -

Friday 29 May
May Bank Holiday - Friday 8 May

Staff Training Days
Monday 2 September 2019

Friday 6 December 2019
Tuesday 16 June 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

+ 1 more Staff Training Day TBA



Creative Arts Festival

All students, parents/carers and friends are invited to the Creative Arts Festival on Thursday 4 July 2019 which will be held 
in the Braintree Sixth Form building from 6pm - 8pm. We will be celebrating the achievement of students from all key 
stages in Creative Arts and Design and Technology. We are looking forward to musical performances of contemporary 
songs from the choir and soloists. Drama students will be performing some of the exciting work that they have created 
this year and Textiles students will show off their design and making skills in the fashion show.  Student pieces in a range 
of media by Art A Level and GCSE students will be on display together with innovative designs by Product Design 
students. Café 6 will be open, selling a range of drinks and snacks.

Students Phoning Home

Students should not be contacting home during the school day on their mobile phones, as they are not permitted to 
use phones during the school day. If they do, they will have their phones confiscated for the rest of the day. If students 
need to contact home, they must go to Student Services, who will arrange for them to contact home if necessary. 
Any urgent issues or messages to do with students should be communicated via Reception, who can direct these to 
the most appropriate person. If students are ill and need to be sent home, a first aider will contact home and advise        
parents/carers.

Parents/carers are reminded that they should not come to school to collect their children without letting us know in 
advance. If this happens and a child tries to sign out of school, we have no way of knowing whether or not this is a 
legitimate request. If a child leaves and we do not know that they have done so with a parent or carer, staff will look for 
the child as a safeguarding concern. This is not an effective use of staff time and can be very worrying for both staff and 
parents and carers. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.

Contacting the School

If parents/carers have any concerns, the following procedure is in place:-

Contact 1:  Tutor – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 2:  Student Support Officers – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 3:  Head of House – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

We will aim to respond to contact from parents/carers within 2 school days in the first instance.

Reporting Absence

For parents/carers wishing to report their child/children absent, could you please do this by 8.30am on the day of ab-
sence, by using either of the following methods:

Use the Reporting Absence link on the Edulink App, or use the absence phone lines which are as follows:

Year 7 – 01376 556347
Year 8 – 01376 556348
Year 9 – 01376 556349
Year 10 – 01376 556350
Year 11 – 01376 556351

Please note that as at the end of this academic year, I will be leaving Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form on a 
secondment for one year. The new Head of House for Parks will be Mr Harrington. His email address is alex.harrington@
notleyhigh.com should you need to contact him. I wish Parks the best of luck for the next year and look forward to 
working with you all on my return.

Mr C Newman

Letters home this week - Monday 17 June 2019 to Friday 21 June 2019

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/real-care-baby-simulation



Leaflet 11
How to Help Develop 

Reading and Vocabulary

Notley High 
School & 

Braintree Sixth 
Form



Three things to know:

1. Research shows that reading for pleasure has the most 
impact on the frequency at which young people read, their 
educational achievement and their personal development.

2. Renaissance Learning’s report for 2018 showed that in 
primary school, children are generally reading books that 
are of a level exceeding their age and ability. Unfortunately, 
this changes at secondary school; children in Year 7 
generally read books which are levelled at a year below 
their age and this gap either plateaus or continues to widen 
throughout the remainder of their time at secondary school. 

3. Research has shown that, as they grow older, 
children find reading less enjoyable and they also 
read less frequently. We also know from research 
that, in general, boys enjoy reading less than girls.

Be more 
regimented 
with the time 
you go to 
bed

Avoid social media

Plan a tim
etable for 

studying



Three things to do if your child is at Key Stage 3 : 

1. Encourage your child to find texts they enjoy; choice and 
interest in reading is key. Spend some time at the library 
or a local book store and ask someone who works there 
to give suggestions based on your child’s interests, films or 
books they’ve enjoyed, or any new and popular books 
other children have enjoyed. Some research has shown 
that children who have books of their own enjoy reading 
more, but it is often worth ensuring that they’re confident 
they’ll enjoy the authors/texts they are choosing before 
investing!

2. Encourage your child to read for 15-30 minutes every day. 
This doesn’t have to be novels; it could be short stories 
or even non-fiction. If your child is willing, sit with them 
and read together so that you can discuss and tease out 
some of the issues that crop up. 

3. If your child has shown an interest in a recent issue in 
the news, or a particular topic at school, look into non-
fiction articles or books related to it and help them see 
how they can follow their own interests and develop their 
knowledge of different areas they find engaging. 

Turn your mobile phone off
It’s ok not to be ok

Have some fun!



Three things to do if your child is at Key Stage 4:

1. By this age, young people can sometimes be harder to 
inspire in areas like reading. It can sometimes be worth 
having a discussion about what your child dislikes, or 
finds difficult, about reading and being open-minded 
about their views and trying to discuss ways around 
these together. It’s fine to have dislikes, but what might 
they enjoy reading? Where could they make a start?

2. Encourage your child to find texts they enjoy; choice and 
interest in reading is key. This doesn’t have to be fiction; it 
could be non-fiction extracts or whole texts too. You may 
find text ideas together, from your child’s own selection, or 
seek advice from their teachers at school. In GCSE English 
Language, students will need to read unseen and unfamiliar 
texts from the nineteenth century onwards. Dipping into the 
school or local library’s collection of novels will help your 
child explore and get a feel for what may interest them. 

3. Consider, with your child, what subjects or topics they are 
particularly enjoying and seek out fiction and/or non-fiction 
linked to those. For example, some young people who like 
science enjoy biographies of well-known scientists from across 
the ages, those interested in history have a whole wealth 
of fiction and non-fiction available to them in their chosen 
areas of interest and those who enjoy maths may find books 
about topics like Alan Turing’s Enigma machine of interest. 
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