
20 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
  
We hope that you and your family are well. 
  
This is not the normal letter sent out at the start of the Summer term and it is strange to think that at 
the moment we do not have a definite date for when school will return to any sort of normal pattern. 
  
During the past two weeks, a number of Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form staff have 
provided support in a number of ways. Students of key workers have been supervised at school, 
numerous policies have been written and implemented following new government regulations and 
Mr Rowe has been busy devising patterns for anyone able and willing to sew scrubs for the NHS.  
  
Following the government announcement yesterday regarding the launch of The Oak Academy, 
which will provide remote learning resources and lessons linked to the National Curriculum, we will 
take time this week to review our current provision. We appreciate not all families have access to 
the facilities needed to use online lessons and resources. We will discuss the project work that has 
currently been set for students and when we receive further guidance, will update you on any 
changes we need to make regarding the completion of work. 
  
The government also announced a scheme that will allow access to laptops and tablets for specific 
students. When we receive further details, we will update you and directly contact the families who 
are eligible. 
  
Please be assured if you hear any rumours or read media articles that headteachers were informed 
of this last week – that is not true. Those who were involved with the development of The Oak 
Academy will have been involved with the discussion but the first we heard of the new initiatives 
was on Sunday morning. As a result, we will need to take the time to fully understand the schemes, 
what they offer and how they can be best applied to our students. 
  
Before the Easter holidays, we outlined the project work to be completed during the next few weeks. 
The work can be completed in any order and submitted to staff on return to school. Teachers will be 
available via email, to offer support and guidance during their normal timetabled lesson. If they are 
unable to answer immediately due to a high number of requests for support, they will respond within 
24 hours. The only exception to this, will be if the member of staff is absent due to illness. 
  
If you are experiencing difficulties accessing the work or require paper copies, please inform the 
teacher and arrangements will be made to provide suitable resources as soon as possible. 
  
All families eligible for free school meals should have received the vouchers. If you think you are 
eligible and have not received the vouchers, please contact Mrs Andrews 
(joanne.andrews@notleyhigh.com) 
  
The majority of students are following the government advice and staying at home. However, the 
school continues to provide supervision for students of key workers who need to access the school 
provision. If you need to access this provision, and you have not been in touch with us recently, 
please contact the school (enquiries@notleyhigh.com) informing us of the specific dates, so suitable 
staffing can be arranged. 
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The welfare and safety of our students is still a high priority. Since school closed, we have been in 
contact with a number of families, to ensure students are being supported. From today, this will now 
happen for all students, as part of our duty of care, whilst the school is closed. The form tutor will 
send an email fortnightly to each student requesting a response to confirm their wellbeing and that 
they have access to support, if required. If the student does not respond, you will be contacted via 
email or telephone to confirm all is well. Please respond to the message to confirm there are no 
concerns. For safeguarding reasons, the telephone number of the member of staff will be blocked. 
We appreciate you may not wish to answer a blocked caller, but ask that you do not ignore these 
calls, if you are aware your child has not responded to their form tutor. 
  
To support students’ wellbeing, a series of ‘wellness’ tasks are being posted on Edulink by Mrs 
Wager. The activities are very straightforward and could be completed as a family.  
  
We will find out in the coming weeks when the lockdown will ease and the proposed ‘exit strategy’. 
There are many rumours suggesting what might happen in schools but be assured as soon as we 
know anything, we will update you immediately. 
  
During these challenging times our aim, as always is that we are “working together, achieving 
together” and to do this we value feedback and input from parents, carers and students. Please do 
not hesitate to contact the school.  
 
Finally, stay safe and thank you for your continued support during these difficult times. 
  
Kind regards 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

                     
  
Dr C Cusick    Mr R James 
Head of School   CEO   
  
  
 


