
Notley High School &
Braintree Sixth Form

Weekly Bulletin 
Autumn Term -  Friday 9 October 2020 

Dates for your Diary

Monday 12 October -          
Friday 23 October

Inter-House PE Competition

Friday 16 October Non-Uniform Day in aid of Show Racism the 
Red Card

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 2 September 2020
Friday 27 November 2020

Monday 30 November 2020
Tuesday 1 December 2020

Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 28 June 2021

Year 7   
 

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

 
Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you for providing face coverings and encouraging your sons/daughters to wear them 
in school. We have been so impressed with the maturity of students and how they have 
adapted to this new requirement. Obviously there have been some who have forgotten 
to bring them. When I spoke to them, I suggested that they keep their mask in the same 
pocket as their phones – as they never seem to forget those!

Could I please ask you all to read the attached letter about the changes we intend to 
make at school after October half term, which we feel will benefit the quality of education 
and emotional wellbeing of students, without compromising their safety. From Monday 2 
November, the “learning zones” will be removed allowing lessons to be taught in the normal 
timetabled rooms. We will also be introducing a morning break which provide students with 
an opportunity to pop to the toilet and get some fresh air. Also students in Years 7-9 will no 
longer be taught in their Maths sets but will revert to the originally intended groupings in all 
subjects, they will remain in ability grouping “sets” in Maths and Science. We appreciate 
that this may be challenging for students as they meet new teachers, get used to new 
classes, and in the case of Year 7 explore parts of the school for the first time. We do 
however feel that the advantages of students being taught in subject specific areas and 
in the intended groupings far outweigh these challenges and we will make sure that all 
students are supported and are confident about making these changes.

Finally, every half term the Senior Leadership Team undertake learning visits of all 
teachers, where they pop for about 10 minutes into lessons to get a better understanding of 
what is happening throughout the school. I thought I would share a couple of the fantastic 
things I saw: Year 7 were planning African face masks, made from recycling, which reflect 
their personalities and status within “their tribe” whilst GCSE English students were 
analysing the very gory symbolism in Macbeth and providing some wonderful analysis. It 
also feels a privilege to gain such an insight into the varied diet of students at Notley High 
School & Braintree Sixth Form.

Have a lovely weekend.

Dr C Cusick
Head of School

  
Term Dates 2021-2022

Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 1 September -                  

Friday 17 December 
Half Term

Monday 25 October -
Friday 29 October

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January -

Friday 1 April
Half Term

Monday 14 February -
Friday 18 February

Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19 April - 

Friday 22 July
Half Term

Monday 30 May -
Friday 3 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 2 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 1 September 2021
Friday 26 November 2021

Monday 29 November 2021
Tuesday 30 November 2021

Tuesday 4 January 2022
Friday 24 June 2022



Inter-House PE Competition
The PE department will be running an inter-House competition for students in Years 7 – 11 from Monday 12 October 2020 to 
Friday 23 October 2020.  Please see poster attached to this bulletin for details.

Non-Uniform Day – Show Racism the Red Card

The school will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 16 October 2020 to support the national Show Racism the Red Card cam-
paign. The theme of the day is Wear Red and we encourage all students to wear an item of red clothing. 
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/non-uniform-day-show-racism-the-red-card

Open Evening for Year 7 Intake September 2020

We offered live virtual presentations by senior staff to parents/carers/students last evening.  

If you were unable to join one of our presentations, recordings can be found on our website, together with a virtual tour of the 
school, providing you with an insight of life at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.  You are invited to view these via 
https://www.notleyhigh.com/open-evening-2020

Braintree Sixth Form
 
Year 11 students are invited to our Virtual Open Evening for Year 12 intake September 2021 on 4 November 2020.

Online, live presentations will take place at 6pm, repeated at 7pm. A pre-recorded tour of the sixth form, including a warm welcome 
from our students will be available together with a virtual subject fair, during which there will be an opportunity for a live Q & A 
session for each subject between 6pm and 8pm.

Links to the videos, prospectus, presentations and the Q & A sessions will be available on the Braintree Sixth Form website: 
https://www.braintreesixthform.com/

Safeguarding 

Persuasive design 

School closures meant children spent more time online. Whilst this was almost inevitable, social media platforms, such as 
Facebook and Instagram, are likely to have exacerbated the problem through the use of clever persuasive design techniques 
which make it difficult for children to disengage and can keep them scrolling through their news feeds for hours. National Online 
Safety have created a guide to help parents and carers understand exactly what persuasive design is all about – it is available to 
download on the link below.

https://bit.ly/30Np5UZ

Essex Education
Please find attached a Parents Guide to Relationship and Sex Education online training to be delivered by an external provider 
on Thursday 22 October at 1pm - 2pm.

Careers Education 
Make Happen are running a series of online talks entitled ‘Workplace Wednesday’.  Workplace Wednesday is all about giving 
students, parents and carers an introduction to jobs and careers that are not so well known, the day-to-day life of people in these 
industries and how they got there.   

The next talk will take place on Wednesday 14 October 2020, 6pm - 6.30pm, where they will speak to Sean, a Communications 
Manager for Planning Potential. 

Sean will discuss the details of PR and communications, and different roles in the field, as well as his journey to his current role. 

This event is suitable for students in Years 7 to 13.  Register here via Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/workplace-
wednesday-planning-communication-registration-122955877339?aff=MH

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/non-uniform-day-show-racism-the-red-card
https://www.notleyhigh.com/open-evening-2020
https://www.braintreesixthform.com/
https://bit.ly/30Np5UZ
https://bit.ly/30Np5UZ
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/workplace-wednesday-planning-communication-registration-122955877339?aff=MH
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/workplace-wednesday-planning-communication-registration-122955877339?aff=MH


Letters home this week- Monday 5 October 2020 to Friday 9 October 2020

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/non-uniform-day-show-racism-the-red-card
https://www.notleyhigh.com/files/2020/KS5_Science_Revision_Guides_Letter_290920.pdf

School Admissions Consultation
On behalf of the Governing Body of Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form, views are sought on the proposed admission 
arrangements for September 2022 entry. A copy of the proposed admission arrangements are attached to this email.

The 6 week consultation period will last from Tuesday 6 October 2020  to Tuesday 24 November 2020 ( allowing for half 
term). All responses will be collated and passed to the Governing Body for formal discussion and approval after the end of the 
consultation process.  The final determined policy will be published on the school website by Monday 4 January 2021

Please send any comments on this consultation to:

Ms T Dynowska 
Admissions Officer 
Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 
Notley Road 
Braintree 
Essex 
CM7 1WY

Or via email to: Ms T Dynowska: tania.dynowska@notleyhigh.com

Coronavirus: Mobile Testing Units

Mobile testing units are at various locations across Essex and they are run by the Ministry of Defence.

To get an appointment at a mobile testing unit:

• check if you meet the criteria for testing click here
• apply online for a coronavirus test click here

Find out more about how the NHS test and trace scheme works.
This information will be updated on a weekly basis. 

Current dates and locations for mobile testing units can be found via:

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/current-dates-and-locations-for-mobile-testing-units

Attendance
If you need to report your child/children absent, please can you do this by 8.30am on each day of absence, by using one of the 
following methods: 

• Use the Reporting Absence link on the Edulink App

• Use the absence phone lines which are as follows: 

 o Year 7 -  01376 556347 
 o Year 8 -  01376 556348 
 o Year 9 -  01376 556349 
 o Year 10 - 01376 556350 
 o Year 11 - 01376 556351

Could we also ask that, where possible, you give the school at least 24 hours notice with regards to a medical appointment.

If your child needs to leave during the school day for an appointment, could you please remind them that they should sign out 
at Student Services Reception, where they can sign back in on their return.

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/non-uniform-day-show-racism-the-red-card
https://www.notleyhigh.com/files/2020/KS5_Science_Revision_Guides_Letter_290920.pdf
http://tania.dynowska@notleyhigh.com
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#who-can-be-tested
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/current-dates-and-locations-for-mobile-testing-units


 

  

 
 
9 October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we are now over a month into the Autumn term, we have taken the time to review the 
‘control measures’ we introduced in September to ensure the welfare and safety of students 
and staff. 
 
We have generally been pleased with the response of the students, but we are aware of 
issues linked to all lessons being delivered in specific areas, staggered lunchtimes and 
breaks.  
 
Due to the responsible way students have followed the expectations and the introduction of 
compulsory face coverings in corridors and communal areas outside the classroom from 
Monday 5 October 2020, we feel able to change several aspects of the school day. We feel 
this will benefit the education and emotional wellbeing of students and staff, without 
compromising their safety. 
 
From Monday 2 November 2020, the “learning zones” will be removed allowing lessons to 
be taught in the normal timetabled rooms. Students will be expected to use hand sanitiser 
when entering and leaving the room, use antibacterial spray and wipes to clean their desk 
and chair at the end of the lesson and be reminded to wear their face covering before 
leaving the lesson. We will be implementing additional control measures and some one-way 
systems in the corridors as well as maintaining year group entrances and exits into the 
school buildings. 
 
We will be creating a morning comfort break for students which will also allow them to get 
some fresh air. There will be no food available for students to buy at break time 
unfortunately, so we encourage them to bring a morning snack from home if they wish. 
These will be staggered in year groups and students will be expected to stay in their social 
zones, which in some cases have changed.  
 
We will expect students to follow social distancing guidelines and behave responsibly when 
moving between lessons. Once again, we reiterate that students must wear face coverings 
when moving around the school. 
 
The timings of the day will be changed based on feedback from the students and staff. 
 

8.40am  Registration 
9.10am  Period 1 
10.05am  Period 2/Break (staggered times in year group bubbles) 
11.20am Period 3 
12.25pm Lunch/Period 4 (staggered times in year group bubbles) 
2.15pm  Period 5 (Years 7 and 8 students leave 5 minutes earlier to 

stagger the end of the school day) 
 

Each year group will still have specific toilet and “social zones” to be used before school, 
breaktime and lunchtime. Also, they will be allocated inside space when it is too wet to be 
outside 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
We are aware of several schools in the local area that have reported either a student or staff 
member with a positive Covid-19 test. If this occurs at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form, we will inform you immediately. Those children or adults who have been in ‘close 
contact’ with someone who has tested positive will be informed and be expected to self-
isolate for 14 days.  
 
Please ensure we have the most recent details for two contacts if possible, so we inform you 
of the situation as soon as possible. 
 
Work will be provided via remote learning using Microsoft Teams. The normal timetable will 
be followed but with shorter lessons. Further details will be sent to you at the time. 
 
If a student is absent and self-isolating, please note that work will be provided for their 
timetabled lessons, for the duration of their absence. Their work will be posted onto Teams 
within 24 hours of them being absent. Students can access Teams through the school 
website and will be able to see the work set for each class. Students will need to complete 
the work set for the lessons they would have missed and return to the teacher by 5pm the 
same day.  
 
If your child has any queries relating to work on Teams, they should contact the following 
people, depending on their query: 
 

• Technical support in accessing Teams e.g. the app not working: contact  
ITsupport@notleyhigh.com 

• Subject specific help with the work e.g. not understanding a concept or task: contact 
the subject teacher 
 

All other enquiries about Teams, contact Mr Rose on gareth.rose@notleyhigh.com 
 
We appreciate these are more changes to the daily routine but hope these will be seen as a 
positive measure that will enhance the daily learning experience for the students. During 
tutor times in the next week, staff will ensure students are fully aware of the new routines 
and expectations. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in these challenging times. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Yours faithfully 

        
Mr R James     Dr C Cusick 
Executive Headteacher/CEO NEMAT Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gareth.rose@notleyhigh.com


 
 

  

 

 

 

INTER – HOUSE PE 
Between Monday 12 

and Friday 23 

October, each class 

will take part in an 

inter-house PE 

lesson, earning points 

to go towards their 

House total 

YEAR 9 

Striking & Fielding 

YEAR 11 

TBC in lesson 



New online training dates available 

Our Education and Wellbeing Specialists will 

explore how the new legislation will impact on your 

child and-

• What it means for primary and secondary 

school students,

• What is taught and why we teach it

• How you can continue those conversations at 

home. 

There will be time reserved for questions and how 

Brook can provide further support.

A Parents Guide to 

Relationship and Sex 

Education- ONLINE

For more info contact: 
essex.education@brook.org.uk or head to our 

Facebook page

Primary school parents
Wednesday 21st October 2020 at 13:00-14:00
CLICK HERE TO BOOK

Secondary school parents
Thursday 22nd October 2020 at 13:00-14:00
CLICK HERE TO BOOK

@BrookEssex

mailto:joanne.quinn@brook.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/EssexBrook/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-parents-guide-to-relationship-and-sex-education-primary-essex-only-tickets-123457864797
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-parents-guide-to-relationship-and-sex-education-secondary-essex-only-tickets-123458498693
https://www.facebook.com/EssexBrook/


Help and Advice
Contact Essex Police -

Dial 999 or 112 for emergencies
Dial 101 for non urgent enquiries
NGT Text Relay: 18001 101

For more information online, visit: 
essex.police.uk (search for Hate Crime)
True Vision: report-it.org.uk
Twitter: @StopTheHate

For support in Essex contact:

Victim Support - 0808 178 1694

(8am - 5pm Monday-Friday)

Stop Hate UK - 0800 138 1625 (24/7)

Or look on your local council websites

Reporting Options

What is 
Hate 

Crime?

‘I saw at first hand the barriers to reporting that my 
clients were experiencing. I knew they wanted 
support and I wanted to help them, but I knew I 
didn’t have all the tools to do this. The HIRC/Hate 
Crime Ambassador training gave me the confidence 
to identify hate crimes/incidents - and, importantly 
for them, the knowledge of how to take a report 
and offer my clients the help they needed.’



What is National Hate Crime Awareness Week? 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week is an annual event to raise awareness 
of hate crime and encourage collective action to tackle prejudice and  

hatred. In Essex, the Strategic Hate Crime Prevention Partnership is  
continuing the ‘Stop the Hate’ campaign to raise awareness of hate crime.  

You can get involved in NationalHCAW by reposting messages on social 
media, raising awareness of hate crime to colleagues, friends and family 

and reporting hate crime if you witness it. Look out for posts on social 
media with the hashtags #NationalHCAW, #StopTheHate and #No2Hate. 

How can I get involved in NationalHCAW? 

Visit www.essex.police.uk and search ‘Hate Crime’ for more information. 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week 
10th-17th October 2020 

October 2020 

For more information contact Lauren McSpadden, Hate Crime Coordinator:  

lauren.mcspadden@victimsupport.org.uk. 

How can I report/get support around hate crime? 

What is Hate Crime? 

A ‘hate crime’ is any  
incident or crime in which 
someone is targeted  

because of their actual or 
perceived race, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender  

identity or disability.  

There are a number of options you can use to report hate crime: 
1. Report directly to the police on 999 in an emergency or 101 if you are 

not in immediate danger. Or if you want to report to the police 
online, visit report-it.org.uk.   

2. Call Stop Hate UK for advice, support, reporting and information 24/7 
on 0808 138 1625. 

3. Visit a Hate Incident Reporting Centre (HIRC) - community venues 
where you can get support to report. Visit essex.police.uk. 

4. Report anonymously to Crimestoppers, 24/7 on 0800 555 111.  

 
For free and confidential practical and emotional support, call Victim  

Support on 0808 178 1694 or visit victimsupport.org.uk.  

Take a photo of you  
holding the @stophateuk 
pledge and upload it to 

social media. Visit: 
www.stophateuk.org/hate
-crime-awareness-week/ 

Get involved! 



What is Hate Crime? What happens next?Why should you 
report it?Hate Crime is the generic term we use to 

discuss both Hate Crimes and Hate Incidents.

Hate crimes are any crimes perceived by the 
victim or any other person to be motivated by 
hostility or prejudice. 

Hate incidents feel like crimes and often 
escalate to crimes or tension in a community. 

Both can be toward personal characteristics:

• Race: including Ethnicity, Nationality, 
National Origin, Colour, Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller Communities

• Religion or Belief: including Non-Belief

• Gender Identity: including Trans, Non-
binary and Gender Fluid

• Sexual Orientation: including Gay, Lesbian 
and Bisexual  

• Disability: including Learning, Mental 
Health, Physical and Sensory disabilities

Hate Crime by individuals or groups can take 
many forms such as:

• Threat of, or actual physical assault

• Verbal abuse

• Intimidating behaviour and harassment 
including email, online and Social Media

• Damage to property

• Offensive leaflets, posters or graffiti

• Inciting others to commit Hate Crime, 
including on Social Media platforms

• Essex Police will speak to you to establish the 
details of the incident

• Essex Police will talk you through the options 
that are available to yourself

• Essex Police will discuss any safeguarding 
that needs to be arranged

• Essex Police will always be guided by the 
views and wishes of victims

• The investigation will be concluded once an 
outcome has been decided

If you have been affected by 
Hate Crime you could talk to 
Victim Support:

Regardless of when the Hate 
Crime happened or whether you 
have reported the Hate Crime to 
the police. 

Victim Support provide practical and 
emotional support to people affected by 
crime and traumatic incidents. 

• Dial: 0808 178 1694 (Essex office open 8am-
5pm Monday-Friday)

• Dial: 0808 168 9111 (National Support line 
open 24/7)

• Request support online:  
www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-
support/get-help/support-near-you/east-
england/essex

Hate Crime in any form is inexcusable.

• Reporting hate can get you the help and 
support you need

• Essex Police will investigate a crime and look 
to take positive action against suspects of 
hate crime.

• Essex Police work with partner agencies to 
safeguard individuals and groups

• Essex Police will look to ensure that offenders 
are brought to justice

Reporting makes a difference – to you, your 
family, your friends and your community.

You can report to Essex Police:

• Dial: 999 or 112 for emergencies

• Dial: 101 for non-urgent enquiries

• Deaf or hard-of-hearing: NGT Text Relay 
18001 101 www.ngts.org.uk 

• Report online: True Vision - 
          www.report-it.org.uk 
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