
I can’t believe that it has been 7 weeks since we were all at school. In some ways time 
has flown past but in other ways it has really dragged. I am sure like many of the staff, 
you are missing being at school and seeing your friends – maybe some of you are even 
missing lessons. I have been really proud of the way that you have been working hard 
to complete your schoolwork at home, even with all the distractions there. Remember 
if you are struggling, ask for help; ask friends, family as well as your teachers. Some 
students are using social media and other apps to work together – I think this is a great 
idea but remember to keep safe online.

It is a very worrying and stressful time for everyone 
at the moment, so it is important you also look after 
your physical and mental health. Make sure that you 
exercise regularly, and you find time to relax and keep 
in touch with family and friends. Also, you still need 
to remember to have fun. The teachers at Richard 
de Clare Community Academy have challenged 
staff at all the other schools in our Trust to a bake-off 
style challenge – this is my entry, a chocolate ginger 
cheesecake; it was delicious. Fingers crossed that our school wins or at least doesn’t 
lose. I will let you know. 

Mrs Wager has been putting some wellbeing suggestions on Edulink every week - have 
a go at them if you want to. Why not share them with your tutor? 

Many people are learning new skills or developing existing ones during lockdown. I 
have been trying to improve my Spanish on Duolingo – it is a really addictive app. I am 
having a weekly competition with my two youngest sons, who are learning Japanese 
– whoever makes the most progress can choose the Friday night movie. They keep 
winning and I am sick of watching Marvel movies.

Tutors will be emailing you again this week. Make sure that you send an email back to 
let them know you are ok. If we don’t hear from you, we will need to speak to parents 
and carers, so please send a quick message and let us know what you’ve been up to. 

There are lots of reports on the news that schools are going to reopen soon. We have 
no idea yet when school might reopen or who will be expected to come in. We will let 
you know when we know more. 

A different House challenge will be in the bulletin each week. All entries will be 
awarded House points and three winners from each year group will receive a £5 
Amazon voucher. The first challenge has been set by the library – how well do you 
know your Star Wars characters?
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Finally, it is the 75th anniversary of VE Day this Friday, 8 May, and the government 
decided last year that we would have a Bank Holiday to commemorate this. VE Day or 
Victory in Europe Day was when the Allies of World War II accepted the unconditional 
surrender of Nazi Germany and it therefore marks the end of the war in Europe. I 
am sure you are all aware of World War II and the number of lives lost, the terrible 
conditions endured by all nationalities, as well as the many positive stories of people 
working together to overcome challenges. For many of us, we have never had to 
experience war first-hand, but perhaps the courage of key workers and the strong 
community spirit which has emerged during the coronavirus crisis has given us a bit of 
an insight into what people experienced 75 years ago. You can find out more about 
VE Day here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749

Many people had planned street parties and events which unfortunately cannot take 
place because of the lockdown restrictions. However, one way to commemorate 
this event is to make some VE Day bunting to hang in your windows or to recreate 
some of the food eaten at street parties on VE Day. The BBC has some great 
templates and ideas to help inspire you: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting  

If you would like to share any photographs of your bunting/party food, we’d love to 
see them and include them in the student bulletin.  Please send your photographs to 
Mrs Ellis karen.ellis@notleyhigh.com by Thursday 14 May. 

Take care and keep safe,

Dr Cusick 
Head of School

Focus on the Future
 
In the coming weeks we will be sending out information and online events to support 
students in thinking about their future careers and ideas for education and training 
beyond Year 11. This will include online speaker events, virtual work experience 
opportunities, resources for exploring choices and planning applications for college 
and employment. Some ideas will be aimed at certain year groups, especially Year 
10 who would be starting to think about college applications, but lots of the resources 
will be interesting to all students. We hope this provides some fun ways to start thinking 
about the future when everything seems a little clearer and remind us all that life goes 
on!
 
As a starting event, Learn Lounge is a new online idea by Springpod to support 
students and parents/carers. This free online festival has a series of talks by people 
from all sorts of fabulous (and different!) professions and features a fantastic line-up of 
speakers that includes ex-England International cricketer Monty Panesar, inventor and 
entrepreneur Richard Browning, BAFTA-winning wildlife filmmaker Sophie Darlington 
and two-time Olympian Anna Hemmings. Every Learn Lounge session will deliver live 
and inspiring career stories and guidance to young people across the country in a 
virtual and engaging format. You can see the full schedule at 
learn.springpod.co.uk
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This is suitable for all year groups and all you have to do is go along to the website 
via the link above! I hope you enjoy this first opportunity from Notley’s “Focus on the 
Future!”

Student Support Officers

Student Support Officers are here to take calls/emails should you have any concerns 
big or small:  NHSStudentSupportOfficers@notleyhigh.com

School-Based Counsellor

Whilst school is closed, our school-based counsellor, Jo Morton-Brown is offering support 
to our Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form students via YouTube. Each of her 
videos has a different focus in supporting you during lockdown. Her channel, which is 
growing across the globe is called ‘Flourish with Jo Morton-Brown’ and can be found 
here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUFB1XwKcbymlIJCzyeo6eg

Remote Learning - Student Survey

Please can you complete the following survey about remote learning. 
It will provide us with useful information when we are planning home 
learning for after May half-term.  https://forms.office.com/Pages/
ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGSzkutqF0WtMGeWgmb4JpDeqyQ_
eatAobR5iXzqHxZUQkpFQU1CRjhVUEwxUE5DOTAzWFZDTlpMOS4u

Hegarty Maths

There has been some excellent Hegarty Maths work completed from so many students 
this half term.

In Year 10, Miranda M has completed all the Spring term tasks already, and has scored 
100% in them all, Chloe M-S has answered 177 questions correctly and Jessica F has 
gained 100% in all 11 tasks completed so far.

In Year 9, Connor F tops the leader board with over 300 questions answered correctly 
and Alex F and Isabelle F have completed all their Spring term tasks, all with high 
scores.

In Year 8, Shanying G has completed 11 tasks so far – all scoring 100% and Oliver E has 
answered 234 questions correctly and has completed all his tasks with high scores.  
Edith P is working through her tasks week by week and her first 6 tasks are all scored at 
100%

In Year 7, Samuel A-O has completed 12 tasks so far and Acacia H has completed 
8 tasks, both have scored 100% in all of them. Perry F has answered 278 questions 
correctly and has scored 100% in 5 tasks.

Overall, 122 students have gained 100% in all the tasks they have completed. 

Everyone should remember to always aim for scores above 80%. It’s a good idea to re-
watch the video or complete some building blocks if you have a low score on a task .

Well done everybody.
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Messages from Heads of House

Each Head of House has uploaded a short video message to the Media Server for 
their House this week. You can watch the videos on the links below:

Winton https://video.notleyhigh.com/View.aspx?id=14522~5b~ssoqmBL7QZ
Franklin https://video.notleyhigh.com/View.aspx?id=14518~5g~7ONhMVOFdB
Turing https://video.notleyhigh.com/View.aspx?id=14517~5f~xexFbJDjGK
Cavell https://video.notleyhigh.com/View.aspx?id=14516~5e~WDi4rKrXiI
Parks https://video.notleyhigh.com/View.aspx?id=14519~5h~zBbGwU8PBD

Online Safety

At the moment we are all spending much longer than normal on the internet. The 
internet is great for keeping in touch with family and friends, and up to date with the 
news. However, by increasing our use of the internet, it also means we are increasing 
our chances of seeing something online which wasn’t intended for us. Whether this 
is fake news, mean comments, inappropriate images or videos. Remember that you 
still need to protect yourself when you are online – for example, don’t chat with or 
share any photos/videos of yourself (or others) with people you don’t know. 

If you are worried about anything you see online, or you are worried about one of 
your friends, it is always best to share your concerns. You can contact the school 
pastoral team by emailing sso@notleyhigh.com and you can also access support 
online through organisations such as Childline, https://www.childline.org.uk

Wellbeing Tasks

Each week a series of Isolation Wellbeing and Mindfulness tasks will be uploaded to 
EduLink. If you do complete any of the tasks and wish to share what you have done 
then Mrs Wager would love to see a photo – email any photos to christine.wager@
notleyhigh.com  
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Isolation Wellbeing & Mindfulness
Week 3

Monday Mindful colouring can help lift your mood, decrease anxiety and 
stress.  Here’s a sheet to try:  
http://www.scriberia.co.uk/journal/happy-at-home-colour

Tuesday Try cooking or baking a meal or snack for someone you live with.
Wednesday Look through pictures/videos from you/your family’s past and 

reminisce on happy memories.
Thursday Get active! Take part in a home workout routine available online or 

get outside for a walk.
Friday Today is the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  You could make some 

bunting to decorate your home or take part in the Nation’s Toast to 
the Heroes of WW2 at 3pm.  From the safety of your own home, stand 
up and raise a glass of a refreshment of your choice to ‘toast’ the 
many millions who gave so much during the war.

Link to make bunting on page 1 of this bulletin.

A bluebell walk is always very special 
this time of the year 

Take care 
and stay safe

http://www.scriberia.co.uk/journal/happy-at-home-colour


 Word of the Week

It’s back! This is our word of the week - obviously we can’t discuss this in tutor 
time, but perhaps you can discuss it with your families. This week’s word has 
been chosen because we are hearing it in the news a lot at the moment.  
Look at that spelling too- so many ‘e’s! 
 

Definition 
 
Something which is never experienced, known 
or never been done before, e.g. in the news 
lately, the government has taken 
unprecedented measures to help support the 
economy.  
 
If you have not been on a family beach holiday 
but you are planning one now, you could refer 
to it as an unprecedented decision. 
 

Sentences by subject 
 
In Business Studies: 
Entrepreneurs take risks to 
make money from their 
unprecedented ideas.  
 
In English:  
The idea of equality 
between the sexes was 
unprecedented in the 
time when Shakespeare 
was writing.  
 

Synonyms: 
New 
Unexampled 
Unmatched  
 
Antonyms:  
Precedented  
Standard 
Regular 
Familiar 
 

 
 

Word 
 
Unprecedented 
 
Word family? 
Precedented 
 
Similar words? 
from Latin praecedent – to go before or 
precede; un- ‘not’; -pre ‘before’; cede- 
‘go’; ent- ‘a state of’; -ed ‘having’ 
 
Challenge: 
Can you think of any other words with 
‘pre-‘ in them? 
 

 

If you have any suggestions for Word of the Week, please email 
carlie.mullen@notleyhigh.com 

 

 



Library Competition

May the 4th be with you! Do you know your Luke Skywalker from your Boba 
Fett? Complete the library House activity and email your answers to karen.ellis@
notleyhigh.com by Thursday 7 May.  You don’t need to send the document 
back you can just email a list of the people. Everyone who enters will get House 
points and all correct answers will be put into a draw.  Three winners from each 
year group will receive a £5 Amazon voucher.

 

1. 
 

  

 

5. 
  

   

In celebration of  Star Wars Day on May the 4th simply identify the 10 silhouettes of characters from Star Wars. Write your answers            
below each silhouette—answers will be posted in the News section of the Library Website Homepage.  May the Force be With You! 

Number 1 is: 

 

Number 6 is: 

 

Number 2 is: 

 

Number 3 is: 

 

Number 4 is: 

 

Number 5 is: 

 

Number 7 is: 

 

Number 8 is: 

 

Number 9 is: 

 

Number 10 is: 

 

 2. 
 

3. 4. 

 6. 7. 
8. 9. 10. 

 

http://aren.ellis@notleyhigh.com 
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Careers Bulletin – Directions 1  
 

 
 

 

CHOOSING  

YOUR CAREER

• 

• 

Many of you will have no career ideas at all and that’s OK! 

 

 

‘Careers’ section then click on ‘Search Careers’. 
‘Work areas’ ‘Types of work’   

click on ‘explore careers’.

– click on ‘What can I do?’

–


