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I hope you are all well and keeping safe and managed to take advantage of the 
lovely weather over the Bank Holiday weekend. Did you celebrate VE Day? We had 
a socially distant street party with our neighbours and although I was in work during 
the day, they saved me a scone; it was delicious. My two-year old labrador called 
Goose also enjoyed a scone thanks to his ninja stealing skills!

You have all probably heard about the government’s plans to ease lockdown and 
what we need to do. Some of you might be a little bit confused about it. We are 
allowed to leave the house more than once to exercise and we can visit the park, 
but we need to follow the social distancing rules and keep 2 metres apart. They 
are hoping that certain year groups will be able to go back to school if it is safe 
enough for everyone. We are still waiting for more information and when we work 
out what we are going to do we will let you know. I know that some of you will be 
worried about these changes; please trust us to make the correct decision. The most 
important things for the school is that everyone is safe and well. 

Muslims all over the world are participating in Ramadan at the moment, which 
commemorates the month in which Allah contacted the prophet, Mohammed, to 
give him the verses of the holy book, or Qu’ran. During Ramadan many Muslims, 
over the age of 14, fast between dawn and sunset as it teaches self-discipline and 
reminds them of the suffering of the poor. It is also time for prayer and good deeds, 
and they will try to spend time with family and friends and help people in need. 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. The exact dates of Ramadan 
change every year because Islam uses a calendar based on the cycles of the 
Moon. In 2020 in the UK, Ramadan began in the evening of Thursday 23 April and 
will end on Saturday 23 May . The end of Ramadan is marked by a big celebration 
called ‘ Eid ul-Fitr ‘ (the Festival of the Breaking of the Fast), where Muslims not 
only celebrate the end of fasting, but thank Allah for the strength he gave them 
throughout the previous month. Mosques hold special services and a special meal is 
eaten during daytime (the first daytime meal for a month).During Eid ul-Fitr Muslims 
dress in their finest clothes, give gifts to children and spend time with their friends and 
family. Muslims will also give money to charity at Eid.

Ramadan will feel very different this year because of the lockdown and social 
distancing rules and Muslims will have less chance to spend time with their family and 
friends which is an important part of the celebrations. Our thoughts and best wishes 
are with our Muslim friends during this important time in their religious calendar. 



Remote Learning - Student Survey 

Please can you complete the following survey about remote learning. It will provide 
us with useful information when we are planning home learning for after May half-
term.  

Click here to access the appropriate form

VE Day – 75th Anniversary

We hope that you enjoyed the VE Day anniversary celebrations on Friday.  If you 
have any photographs of your VE Day anniversary cakes, crafts, decorations which 
we could then share with everyone in next week’s bulletin, or if you have any older 
relatives that are able to share their memories of VE Day with you, we’d love to 
see these in print too!  Please send your items to Ms Hill, nicole.hill@notleyhigh.com 

Tt hstand that it can be really difficult to work at home, especially if you live in a busy household like ou
Thank you to all those students who are responding to the fortnightly emails from their 
tutors. This is very important as we want to check that everything is ok and that you 
are coping with being at home and that there are no problems with the schoolwork. 
Please keep it up. 

We are currently preparing the remote learning for next half term and we will let you 
know more about it next week as we are slightly changing the approach in response 
to what you and your parents/carers have said. Please can you make sure that you 
complete the student survey about home learning, the link is later in the newsletter, 
so that we can better understand how people are accessing the work. Remember 
if you are having problems with the work in any way at all please email your teacher 
or tutor. We understand that it can be really difficult to work at home, especially if 
you live in a busy household like ours. All we ask of you is that you do your best and 
we really do not want you to worry at all about work.

Keep safe 

Dr C Cusick 
Head of School

https://bit.ly/2WPfHO4
mailto:nicole.hill%40notleyhigh.com%20?subject=


Student Support Officers

Student Support Officers are here to take calls/emails should you have any concerns 
big or small:  NHSStudentSupportOfficers@notleyhigh.com

Wellbeing during the School Closure

You may have noticed a link to a number of outside support agencies who are able 
to offer support about your wellbeing and mental health during the school closure. This 
includes a link to the YouTube account of our school counsellor, Jo Morton-Brown, who 
has posted a series of supportive videos during the closure. 

The links can be found here https://www.notleyhigh.com/student-wellbeing

Calling all Budding Astrobiologists!

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/lego-life-forms.html

The LEGO Group and the Natural History Museum challenge you to predict what life 
could look like in other parts of the universe. Whether you’re in the classroom or learning 
from home, we can’t wait to see your LEGO® Life Forms.

Every week from Wednesday 6 May, they will be introducing a new environment, each 
inspired by a real moon or exoplanet in our galaxy. Students will need to use their 
imaginations to build their own LEGO® Life Form and think about the adaptations that life 
might need to survive.

You are invited to create your life forms using LEGO bricks or any materials you have 
around the house. Share them with the Natural History Museum using #NHMLEGO and 
tag @NHM_Learn and @LEGO_Group. You might even get a tweet from the museum 
astrobiologists!

Last Week’s Library Competition

Congratulations to the winners of last week’s library competition - Michalina Nastaly and 
Amelia Appleyard, who both scored 10 out of 10. All the answers can be viewed on the 
library catalogue link via Edulink, in the news section on the homepage. 

mailto:NHSStudentSupportOfficers%40notleyhigh.com?subject=
https://www.notleyhigh.com/student-wellbeing
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/lego-life-forms.html


This Week’s Library Competition

Say What you See!! 
The following images depict a film or book title and all you 

have to do is guess what it is. 

There are 12 in total, each one shown on a mobile phone 
along with a selection of letters.  Simply choose the letters 
from the ones shown and write them in the space provided 

to give the film or book title. 

Once completed email your answers back to Mrs Simkins. 

All entries will receive 1 House Point and the winning entry 
will receive 10 House Points 

Good luck 

Mrs Simkins & Mrs Osborn 





Wellbeing Task

Each week a series of Isolation Wellbeing and 
Mindfulness tasks will be uploaded to EduLink.  If 
you do complete any of the tasks and wish to share 
what you have done then Mrs Wager would love to 
see a photo - email any photos to 

christine.wager@notleyhigh.com.

Isolation Wellbeing & Mindfulness
Week 4

Monday Draw or paint your favourite memory or place
Tuesday Create a new music playlist
Wednesday Write and mail a letter to an older relative or friend
Thursday Make a portfolio of all the different wildlife you see/find in your 

garden during the school closure
Friday Research the history of your area

Online Safety

At the moment we are all spending much longer than normal on the internet. The 
internet is great for keeping in touch with family and friends, and up to date with the 
news. However, by increasing our use of the internet, it also means we are increasing our 
chances of seeing something online which wasn’t intended for us. Whether this is fake 
news, mean comments, inappropriate images or videos. Remember that you still need to 
protect yourself when you are online – for example, don’t chat with or share any photos/
videos of yourself (or others) with people you don’t know. 

If you are worried about anything you see online, or you are worried about one of your 
friends, it is always best to share your concerns. You can contact the school pastoral 
team by emailing sso@notleyhigh.com and you can also access support online through 
organisations such as Childline, https://www.childline.org.uk

http://sso@notleyhigh.com
https://www.childline.org.uk


Take care 
and stay safe

Word of the Week: Discuss this with your families or friends digitally. Try to use it in a sentence. It is another word 
that we have been hearing quite a lot in the news! 

  
Definition: Something requiring attention or action, a duty 
which is essential or urgent or a mood which expresses the 
intention to influence the listener’s behaviour. Something 
vital or very important.  

‘It’s imperative that we follow the government advice to 
end the lockdown as soon as possible.’  

An example of an imperative verb is: ‘stay.’ 

 
Synonyms: 

Urgent  

Pressing 

Essential  

Antonyms:  

Pleading 

Unimportant 

Low-priority 

Word Family?     

The ‘imperative’ family 

Similar words? 

From the Latin: ‘imperare’ : to command. 

Imper- “to command/provide leadership” a- “to” -ive “or of 
that which does something”  

Challenge: Can you think of any other words with ‘-ive’ in 
them?  

Sentences by subject: 

In History: It was imperative for 
Chamberlain to respond quickly to 
the rising tensions in Europe.  

In English: Can you identify the 
imperative verbs?   

Child Care: It is imperative that you 
secure your child’s car seat safely 
with a seat belt.  Word: Imperative 


