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Dear All 

Apologies for sending this student bulletin after the end of this half term, but we 
had some technical difficulties. 

I hope you are well and have managed to get out and enjoy the lovely 
weather but in a socially distant way. There were a couple of quite lively water 
fights in our garden, at least the plants got watered!

I can’t believe that we are coming to the end of this half term already. It is 
strange to think that we haven’t been in school for nearly 9 weeks. Now that 
the lockdown is gradually lifting, we are able to spend more time outside the 
house, but it is important to follow the guidelines and maintain a social distance, 
otherwise we might find ourselves back in lockdown.

Two members of staff are leaving us, at the end of the week. Mrs Boyd, who has 
finished her maternity leave cover in our Modern Foreign Languages Faculty 
and Mrs Hall, who has been teaching at the school since September 2009. They 
will be missed by us all and we wish them both well for the future. 

As you are aware, from September 2020, Years 7 - 11 are moving from a vertical 
tutor group system to a year group system. You will still remain in your houses 
and compete for house points and have house competitions, but you will be 
in a tutor group with students in your year group. Each year group will have a 
Head of Year to look after them. They will be called Raising Standards Leaders 
(RSLs) and they will be working with your tutors to help you learn and grow as 
students. These are the RSLs for each year group:

Year 7 Miss Murdoch
Year 8 Mrs Swan
Year 9 Mr Harrington
Year 10 Mrs Greatrex
Year 11 Mr Burge and Mrs Wallace

We will let you know about tutors and tutor groups towards the end of next half 
term.



Remote Learning
I have been really impressed with how you are managing your schoolwork from 
home and it is great to see some of the fantastic examples of work being completed. 
If you are particularly proud of anything, please share with your teachers or tutor as 
we love to see all the great work you have been doing.

Teaching staff at school have been very busy developing new resources for next half 
term. They will create and deliver weekly lessons in a variety of ways. The reason for 
this structure is to help to prepare you to get back into the ‘normal’ school routine. 
The way that this will happen will be slightly different depending on what year 
group you are in.  There is lots more helpful information and resources to help on the 
website in the Remote Learning area. 

Years 7 - 8
The work will be set on a weekly basis and be put on EduLink on Monday mornings. 
You will be expected to spend the amount of time on each subject as shown in the 
table below, which is fewer lessons than usual. You will need to send completed 
work to teachers by the end of the week. No extra home learning will be set at the 
moment, this might change later in the term.

Maths, English, 
Science

2 hours per week 
per subject

PDT 1 hour per week

Geography, History, 
MFL, PER, Art & 
Technology

1 hour per week 
per subject

Physical Education 1 hour per week

Music, Drama 1 hour every 2 
weeks

Year group 
assembly

1 x 15 minutes

To help you plan your learning at home, we have suggested a weekly timetable and 
given you a daily planner. 

Year 9 
The work will be set on Edulink on Monday mornings, like for Years 7 - 8. However 
students will only be expected to do work for the subjects they have chosen to follow 
in Year 10, this doesn’t include new subjects, which they haven’t studied like Business 
Studies, Child Development etc. Again, there will be no extra home learning at the 
moment, but we will review this after a couple of weeks.
 
Maths, English, 
Science

2 hours per week 
per subject

PDT & Careers 1 hour

Option subjects 2 hours per week 
per subject

Physical Education 1 hour

Year group assembly 1 x 15 minutes

Lessons will not be delivered by online learning, as in Year 10. However, we will review 
the situation after two weeks and possibly extend this type of learning to Year 9 
students. 



Year 10 
We have created a new timetable with a reduced number of shorter lessons per 
subject. Lessons will be delivered remotely via pre-recorded sessions with set tasks 
and you will be able to ‘chat’ to staff via Teams to ask questions and get support. 

We would like you to attend these lessons where possible.  This can be done via a 
smart phone, tablet as well as a computer. We understand that not all of you will be 
able to access the lessons at the specific time, so they will be made available on 
Edulink. We do however expect you to complete all the work by 2pm the next day. 
There will be no home learning at the moment, but we will review this after a few 
weeks when everyone has become more used to this way of learning.

If you don’t have the equipment you need to access Teams at home, please 
contact the school or send an email to enquiries@notleyhigh.com and we will see if 
you can come into school and work in a socially distant way. 

There is lots of help and detailed information about remote learning on the website, 
click the Remote Learning link. There you will find: 

• A modified timetable for Year 10 
• Top tips for parents/carers  
• Guides to accessing Teams and the remote learning 
• Help Desk  

Year 12 
You will be taught in a similar way to Year 10. Staff will use Microsoft Teams for the 
delivery of lessons according to a modified weekly timetable with shorter lessons to 
be delivered in a variety of ways. The timetable is based on 40-minute lessons and 
covers all subjects on a reduced time allocation. Lessons will be delivered remotely 
via pre-recorded sessions with set tasks and the capacity for you to ‘chat’ to staff via 
Teams. 

You will additionally be set independent work outside of the taught lessons such as 
extended writing, coursework and research where appropriate, to ensure you are 
completing your courses and practising key skills. 

You will be signposted to the lesson resources and tasks via Edulink. 

It is really important that you have a balance of work, exercise and relaxation. If you 
are struggling to organise or get access to the work, please let your tutor know and 
we will try and help. Please do not worry about these changes, we do not expect 
everyone to get it right from the start, we are all having to adapt to new ways of 
working and it is hard work and frustrating at times, but I am confident that with 
patience and resilience we will all master it.



Kindness 
This week is Mental Health Awareness Week and the theme is Kindness. I am sure that 
these themes are decided a long time in advance, but it seems particularly relevant 
for now. Since the start of the Coronavirus crisis, there have been lots of stories of 
people being kind and generous with friends, neighbours and strangers. I heard 
of one Year 7 student who, as part of an English “passing it on” project, put some 
food outside his house asking people to take what they need and replace it with 
something they don’t need to share with others – what a fantastic kind idea! 

Kindness, however, is not only about how we behave towards other people, we also 
need to be kind to ourselves. There are lots of pressures on people today to think, 
behave or look a certain way. We need to remember to be kind to ourselves, so 
have a laugh, relax and make sure that you have fun, especially when times are 
challenging. 

It doesn’t have to take a lot, cause even the smallest spark, can light the way when 
someone’s world feels dark.
Mental Health Awareness Week 

I was told of one Year 7 student who had put a basket of food outside their house 
asking people to add things or take things depending on what they could do, as 
part of a Humanities project about passing on kindness – what a fantastic idea! 

Finally I would like to wish you all a relaxing and fun half-term. Be kind and keep safe.

Dr Cusick
Head of School

Isolation Wellbeing and Mindfulness
Week 5

Monday Take 10 minutes today to do one thing that you know will make you 
happy.

Tuesday Try to approach everything with patience and gratitude today, even 
if it feels really hard.

Wednesday Open up to a family member or friend about how you are feeling.

Thursday Go outside and sketch/draw something you see.

Friday Get active and complete 30 minutes of any type of physical activity 
you will enjoy.



   Hay Festival   Hay Festival

   Library Competition    Library Competition 

Last week’s Competition Winner ...

Congratulations to Thomas Webb, who won last week’s library competition.

Thank you for all your entries. Please enjoy our weekly competitions!

This week’s competition ...

On the next page, you will see 20 addresses of fictional characters.

Some are from books, some are from films, and some are from cartoons.

All you have to do is tell us who lives at each address - simple!

You can use the knowledge of friends and family to help you find the answers.  The 
answers will be put on the library website next week.

Good luck!

Hay Festival Digital #Imaginetheworld will be free to view and runs 18 – 31 May 2020.
https://www.hayfestival.com/home  Take a look at the book of the month and 
access free films for students.



 



Hoodies

A reminder that if you would like your name to appear on the Year 11 hoodie, we 
must receive your permission. You can give your permission (or tell us that you do not 
want your name on the hoodie) by completing the short survey here: https://forms.
office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGSzkutqF0WtMGeWgmb4JuykaV26HR9
Kj-BZqMmnwdpUREo4SjYwMzVBT0hYME9SRjdMWENHSktWMC4u 

If we do not hear from you by Friday 19 June 2020, we will assume that you do not 
give permission for your name to appear on the hoodie.

Message from Colchester Institute: Preparing for Study at Colchester Institute

During this uncertain time, we are working hard to make the transition from school to 
college as smooth as it can possibly be.

We are pleased to confirm that we have prepared and distributed, via email, a 
range of resources to all students that have made an application to study with us this 
September 2020.

The resources are available to view online, please see the link below.

These resources are optional but highly recommended, and are designed to get 
students thinking about their chosen subject area, and to hopefully give them a 
head start for September!

We have picked mostly resources and activities available online and we have some 
suggestions too of other resources in the ‘Going Further’ section.

www.colchester.ac.uk/colchester-institute-information

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch, 
SchoolsLiaison@colchester.ac.uk

Just a reminder for Year 11 students looking for apprenticeships, there are vacancies 
being advertised on the government website www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.  
There are many opportunities currently available in Braintree, Chelmsford and 
Colchester, including childcare, motor vehicle technicians, carpentry and teaching 
assistants.

Year 11 Student MessagesYear 11 Student Messages



Maths and StatisticsMaths and Statistics

Some excellent Maths and Statistics work was completed last week. Well done to all.

Natalia M, Katie H, Michaela C and Jasmine S in Year 10 have been researching the  
capture – recapture imethod in Statistics and made some revision resources ready to 
use next year. 

Theo H, Haydn W and Grace C in Year 7 have completed some Hegarty Maths tasks.

Keep up the good work!





Safe in EssexSafe in Essex

Safe in Essex have put together a virtual weekly online programme. 

This is for any young people ages 13-19 across Essex that want to join in and can 
access this via Microsoft teams. 

As you will see, some of the sessions will focus on topics which may affect young 
people such as their drug and alcohol awareness session or their LGBTQ+ session and 
others are a little less topical and focus on getting you moving around or creating 
your masterpiece. 
 
Whatever it is that interests you, you are invited to send an email to 
essexreferrals@childrenssociety.org.uk or for any queries, please make contact with 
Rebecca Joy, Service Manager for The Children’s Society on 07725 639571
 

A request for a photo

Our new students who will be joining us 
in September, whom many of you will 
know from primary school, have not 
had the same opportunity to visit and 
partake in transition days in the way that 
you experienced. We therefore have a 
little request to help to make them feel 
welcome.

Please can you send an email to Miss 
Gee rebecca.gee@notleyhigh.com 
with a photograph of yourself with your 
favourite book from when you were a 
Year 7 student - or now, if it's suitable 
- or a piece of paper saying the title 
and author, so we can add it to some 
transition work that we are inviting our 
Year 6 students to complete? 

Miss Gee will then put the photographs alongside your names to give the Year 6 
students some faces to connect with in preparation for starting 'BIG school' in the 
next academic year, as well as giving them some excellent choices of reading 
material. 

Supporting Year 6 Students with TransitionSupporting Year 6 Students with Transition



Arty Maths ChallengeArty Maths Challenge

The Maths department would like as many of you as possible to have a go at 
drawing an Impossible Penrose triangle. 

All you need is a ruler and a pencil and some colours. 

Use the instructions to draw one of your own and send me a picture of your work 
michelle.puleston@notleyhigh.com

All entries will receive House points.  Good luck!

Equilateral triangle template – print a copy, or trace the corners of the triangle and join up with a ruler. 



How to draw an Impossible Penrose Triangle 

Print off the equilateral triangle template, or, if you don’t have a printer, trace the corners 
of the triangle and join them up with a ruler. 

Mark 1cm and 2cm from each corner. Do this at all 3 corners.

Join the points. 

Now, with a rubber, rub out the lines you don’t need, and go over the lines you do – be 
patient.

Now colour your triangle. 



Applications for Senior Student Positions 2020 - 2021Applications for Senior Student Positions 2020 - 2021

Applications are now being invited from Year 10 students for Senior Student positions 
in the academic year 2020 - 2021. 

Senior Students represent and lead the student body of the school by demonstrating 
positive behaviours and acting as role models for all years, and ensuring the school 
is a safe and welcoming place for all students.  During the year, they take on various 
roles and responsibilities within the school and wider community.  Being a Senior 
Student gives students the opportunity to work within a team, take on a leadership 
role within the school and gain skills that will be of benefit for the future. All Senior 
Students will complete a day’s training and will be given support throughout the year 
to complete the role.   

Detailed in the following pages, you will see a description of each of the positions 
available.  If you would like to apply for one of the roles, please complete the 
application form found on Microsoft Forms. The form can be access here https://
forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGSzkutqF0WtMGeWgmb4JuykaV2
6HR9Kj-BZqMmnwdpURElTQklZN09UT0tQNUY2S0VGSk4yRUVJTS4u Please note that you 
will need to use your school login details to access the form. 

The deadline for submitting an application is 4pm on Monday 1 June 2020. 

If you have any questions, please email Mrs Wager, christine.wager@notleyhigh.com



Senior Students 2020 -2021 - Role descriptions

Role purpose for all Senior Student positions

• To share a passion for and commitment to Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form.

• To be a link between the student body, staff, governors and other stakeholders of 
the school. 

• To represent and lead the student body of the school by demonstrating positive 
behaviours and acting as role models for all years, and ensuring the school is a 
safe and welcoming place for all students.  

Head Girl and Head Boy

Duties will include:

• Taking an active role in supporting the school at events (such as parents’/carers’ 
consultation evenings, helping with charity or extra-curricular events, open 
evenings/days etc).

• Delivering presentations to staff, parents/carers, students, prospective parents/
carers and students and governors.

• Organising and chairing regular meetings of the Senior Student Team and 
Prefects.

• Leading and managing various initiatives/schemes to enhance the school 
experience for students.

• Being a presence in the corridors at break and lunchtime to support staff in 
maintaining a calm atmosphere.

• Taking an active role in ensuring all students feel safe during break and 
lunchtimes.

House Captain

Duties will include:

• Working closely with the House Leader to promote a House ethos.
• Delivering assemblies to students. 
• Leading and managing events such as House competitions and charity events.
• Encouraging students in your House to participate in inter-House competitions.
• Being a presence in the corridors at break and lunchtime to support staff in 

maintaining a calm atmosphere.
• Taking an active role in ensuring all students feel safe during break and 

lunchtimes.

Senior Prefect

Duties will include:

• Devising and managing the prefect supervision rota.
• Ensuring the prefect rota is being followed by all Senior Students. 
• Being a presence in the corridors at break and lunchtime to support staff in 

maintaining a calm atmosphere
• Supporting prefects with their duties



Student Ambassador

Duties will include:

• Leading and managing whole-school participation in national campaigns, such 
as Anti-Bullying Week and Safer Internet Day.

• Working with Year 7 tutor groups to help new students settle into the school.
• Working closely with the Raising Standards Leaders, lead meetings of the Student 

Council.
• Acting as a voice for the student body to ensure all students feel safe and 

supported.
• Supervising a ‘safe space’ for students who are struggling with social times or 

friendship issues and passing on any concerns to the pastoral team.

Prefect

Duties will include:

• Some students forming an editorial committee to prepare the year book.
• Being active in supporting the Head Boy and Head Girl in any initiatives/schemes.
• Being a presence in the corridors at break and lunchtime to support staff in 

maintaining a calm atmosphere.
• Taking an active role in ensuring all students feel safe during break and 

lunchtimes.
• Reporting any issues with other students to a member of staff.

Requirements for all Senior Student positions:

• All Senior Students will need to have the ability to work productively with others, 
whilst using their initiative and originality to contribute to the positive ethos of the 
school.   

• All Senior Students will be expected to help at school events such as parents’/
carers’ consultation evenings and Open Evening.

• All Senior Senior Students will need to be organised, responsible, enthusiastic, and 
a great ambassador for the school. 

• All Senior Students must maintain excellent behaviour, uniform, attendance and 
punctuality.  

• All Senior Students must ensure that they check their school email on a regular 
basis for communications.

• All Senior Students will act as a role model to other students in the school and will 
need to behave as such. 



Chelmsford College 

Chelmsford College will be running a series of online virtual curriculum showcase 
events. 

The first event, which will cover Beauty and IT, is scheduled for 21 May 2020.  Further 
events will be showcased in June. 

Information about the events can be found online - 
https://www.chelmsford.ac.uk/courses/showcase-information-events.asp

Word of the Week: Discuss this with your families or friends digitally. Try to use it in a sentence. Make sure you check out its origin too- fascinating!  

Challenge: Can you say it twice in conversation today, without the other person noticing?  

   
Definition: Indicating favourable circumstances or good luck. If 
something seems likely to bring success — either because it 
creates favourable conditions or you just consider it a lucky sign — 
label it auspicious. 

 

They won their first match of the season 5–1, which was 
an auspicious start. 

 

Synonyms: 

Lucky 

Promising 

Fortunate  

Antonyms:  

Unlucky 

Inauspicious 

Unfortunate 

Word Family?     

Auspiciously (adverb)  Inauspicious  

Similar words? 
‘Auspice:’ "a divine omen." In Latin, an auspex was a person who 
observed the flight of birds to predict things about the future. 

Au- “bird” spic- “to see” -ious “of the nature of”  

Challenge: Can you think of any other words with ‘-ious’ in 
them?  

Sentences by subject: 

In History: Teddy Roosevelt auspiciously 
survived a close-up assassination attempt, 
after a bullet, lodged in his rib, was 
slowed by an eye glass and a 50-page 
speech! 

 

In English: In an auspicious set of 
circumstances, Watson was finally able to 
declare his love for Mary Morstan. Word: Auspicious 

      Word of the Week



VE DayVE Day

On Friday 8 May 2020, we celebrated the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe, or 
VE Day, the day when the Second World War came to an end in Europe and Nazi 
Germany was defeated. 

In 1945, this victory was celebrated by crowds of people gathering to hold street 
parties, dressed in red, white and blue, church services, and the royal family coming 
out onto the balcony of Buckingham Palace to greet everybody.

To mark the anniversary this year, the early May Bank Holiday, usually the first 
Monday of May, was moved to enable us to celebrate. Obviously, celebrations were 
curtailed given the Covid-19 pandemic and its restrictions, but many of us managed 
to celebrate in our own streets and gardens, while adhering to the social distancing 
rules.

Many of you may have decorated your houses and gardens or seen your neighbours 
do so. Here are some of the decorations made by Ben Freeman in Year 8. 

It would be another three months until the Second World War completely finished 
with Allied Victory in Japan on 15 August 1945. Let us hope that by that anniversary 
we will be able to celebrate more closely with family and friends!


