
 

 
 
 
3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

We hope that you and your families are well in these challenging times.  

Thank you for the support and feedback about the remote learning; we have taken this into consideration 
moving forward. We are mindful that establishing routines for students to complete work can be difficult and 
each household has their own circumstances. All we can ask is that you encourage your child/children to 
complete as much of the work set as possible. At times, other priorities will obviously take precedence, 
especially if childcare or illness are factors. If for any reason the work has not been completed, staff will 
understand and not pressure you or the children unnecessarily. 

After Easter, staff have set subject based projects for Years 7 - 10. The projects will be available from 
Monday 20 April 2020 and therefore will start after the Easter holidays. No work is being set for completion 
during the Easter holidays, however if students wish to complete/catch up on any work that has been set 
before they may do so and submit it as they are currently doing. Teachers will no longer be chasing any 
missing work.  

The projects have been designed to replicate the approximate time students would spend in their ‘normal 
lessons’. Whilst we appreciate it may not be possible for students to complete all tasks, we would ask for 
your support to ensure a reasonable number are completed. The work can be completed in any order and 
does not have to be submitted by any particular deadline.  Students may wish to mark work ‘done’ on 
Edulink when the projects are completed. This will not only provide a record of progress but may be 
motivating for the students. Please note there is no expectation to print off the work. The answers to any 
worksheets can be written on plain or lined paper. 

A summary of the work per year group is attached to this letter. The summaries provide an overview of the 
work that has been set by teachers for the students based on the assumption that Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form will be closed until May half term. When school re-opens, students will submit their 
finished projects to their class teachers; it no longer needs to be submitted online. If your child requires any 
further support and guidance please ask them to email their teacher and they will contact them as soon as 
possible. 

Year 12 students will continue to have work set by their class teachers.  

The Trust has worked with a company called ‘Made Training’ for many years, to support students 
preparing for examinations. To offer you additional help in adjusting to remote learning and support 
families to navigate this journey for children and parents/carers, they are producing a series of daily 
videos (as The Remote Learning Parent). The videos will outline the strategies and approaches being 
used with their own children to make the most from home learning and hopefully, making it a positive 
experience. Access to the videos is free of charge. The first four episodes cover; Preparation, Structure, 
Environment and End of day review. There will be a new episode every weekday. The videos are 
hosted on YouTube. Here is the link to the channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG0DhuCDLHWUHGV6X51zNjw 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fa.insgly.net%2Fapi%2Ftrk%3Fid%3Demailclick%26i%3D314450%26eid%3D133580167%26url%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.youtube.com%252fchannel%252fUCG0DhuCDLHWUHGV6X51zNjw%26env%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fcrm.na1.insightly.com&data=02%7C01%7Crjames%40ramseyacademy.com%7C0aded8960a5943c4658908d7d25dfe01%7C92b364a46aeb4517ad3067968266f826%7C0%7C0%7C637209173441146159&sdata=WfzUv7Fcqh0PSYRBhHyxHdMGDsNHh29d7jRvdCevUfk%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

In order to support students and try to retain some degree of normality and connection with school in this 
difficult time, we are asking tutors to email students once a fortnight on a Monday to ask how they are 
getting on. We would like all students to respond to their tutors by the end of the Tuesday so that we know 
they are ok; could you please remind them to check in as we will worry if we do not hear from them.  

We have made all students aware of how they can contact the pastoral team and other services if they 
need to talk to someone. If you have concerns regarding the safeguarding of a child, then please continue 
to contact the school as you would normally. To ensure that the information you provide is dealt with 
efficiently please email sso@notleyhigh.com. You do not need to include details of your concern but can 
request a call back.  

The Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service (ECFWS) in partnership with Barnardos has produced a 
weekly bulletin (see attached) supporting children and families during the school closure. Each bulletin 
contains activities to support the wellbeing of the school community, resources for information, relevant 
service updates and up to date contact information. Parents/carers who wish to contact the school nurse, 
please phone Mid Essex Tel: 0300 247 0014.  

All families in receipt of Free School Meals should have received vouchers covering the period until the 
end of the Spring term. The school is looking to use the Government scheme for the Summer term and 
parents/carers will be contacted directly after the Easter holidays.  

The Government has finally published today further guidance about how they will be awarding GCSE and 
A Level grades. We will contact parents/carers of Year 11 and Year 13 students after the Easter holidays 
with next steps as soon as we have considered the proposals. A letter from Ofqual to parents/carers and 
students was published this morning. The link below will give you further information.  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Lette
r_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 
 
As normal at the end of a term, there are staff changes. This term we say goodbye to Mr Green, who I 
would like to thank for all his hard work and the dedication shown during his time with us. On behalf of the 
students, staff and Governors I would like to offer him our best wishes for the future. Also, I would like to 
welcome Mrs Wallace and Mrs Whitnell back from maternity leave.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for your messages of support and your commitment to the Notley High 
School & Braintree Sixth Form community.  I wish you all the very best over the coming weeks and hope 
you have a safe and restful Easter break. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

Dr C Cusick, Head of School 

mailto:sso@notleyhigh.com
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


Project Summary – Year 7 

English  Novel project- Please finish any remaining tasks. There are 8 tasks to complete for this.  
THEN:  Myths and legends project This is on SharePoint and will be sent on EduLink. It 
includes:  
 Reading the short versions of the myths  
 Answering the questions about the stories  
 Creating a piece of descriptive writing or retelling a story  
 Creating an encyclopaedia entry on a female character of your choice  
 Creating   a   backstory   for   a   monster   from   a   story   of   your   choice 

Maths Students will be set tasks on www.hegartymaths.com and they should complete them in 
their Hegarty Maths Book, or their classwork book if they run out of space.  
Students should aim to complete 3 tasks each week and they should complete the tasks in 
the order indicated by their teacher.  
If students find a particular task difficult, they can either re-watch the video, or complete 
the associated building block tasks, but all students should be aiming for a score of at least 
80% on each task.  

Science Project 1 – Physics - Current 
Project 2 - Chemistry - Atoms, Elements & Molecules 
Project 3 – Biology - Ecology 

History Complete the project on the Middle Ages and then start work on their second project on 
the Tudors. 

Geography Coral reefs – Looking at one of the Worlds fragile ecosystems.  This includes looking at how 
they are formed, their diversity and importance and how humans affect them. 

PER Complete the project on Pay it forward and 'The Environment' which is about showing 
kindness, helping others and thinking of our impact on the world. The tasks will be found 
on EduLink. You may complete the tasks in any order but watching the film first is probably 
a good idea! 

MFL - 
French 

Cultural research about France and the French speaking world with Linguascope practice. 

MFL - 
Spanish 

Cultural research about Spain and the Spanish speaking world with Linguascope practice. 

PE NTC- Notley Training Club – really try and do 30 minutes exercise twice a week – 
suggestion will be on EduLink 

Music Starter Activity - developing listening skills through "wider listening" booklet 
Project - World Music topic to be completed.  Students are to look at 5 countries/areas and 
research about musical traditions.   
Countries/Areas to be studied = India/Bhangra/Greek/Calypso and Samba.   

Drama Five weeks script writing and set design tasks, incorporating prior learning of performance 
techniques 

PDT  Charities project 
Design 
Technology 

Produce an information booklet and a poster (for a display) on how to promote recycling 
within schools. 

Art + 
Design 

Aboriginal Art Project: Journey deep into the secret world of ancient symbols that the 
Aborigines have used to communicate for centuries. This term you will be creating stories 
and maps using these ancient symbols. You will also be designing posters about your 
adventures into the magical kingdom of animals, fish and reptiles as seen through the eyes 
of the Aborigines on Walkabout. These tasks can be completed at home using basic 
drawing equipment and be brought to life with paints and colour pencils if you have them. 

 

  



Project Summary – Year 8 

English   Complete any remaining tasks on the novel project. There are 8 tasks to complete for this.  
THEN: Complete the Shakespeare project. This is on SharePoint and will be sent on EduLink.  
 It includes:  
 Researching Shakespeare, the Elizabethan theatre and his life  
 Reading short extracts from some of his plays and stories  
 Looking at his use of language  

Maths Students will be set tasks on www.hegartymaths.com and they should complete them in 
their Hegarty Maths Book, or their classwork book if they run out of space.  
Students should aim to complete 3 tasks each week and they should complete the tasks in 
the order indicated by their teacher.  
If students find a particular task difficult, they can either re-watch the video, or complete the 
associated building block tasks, but all students should be aiming for a score of at least 80% 
on each task.  

Science Project 1 - Biology - Interdependence 
Project 2 – Physics - Magnets & Static Charge 
Project 3 – Chemistry - Reactivity 

History Complete their project on the Industrial Revolution and then work on their second project 
on Victorian Life. 

Geography Coral reefs – Looking at one of the Worlds fragile ecosystems.  This includes looking at how 
they are formed, their diversity and importance and how humans affect them. 

PER For PER complete the project on Buddhism. The tasks will be found on EduLink. You can 
complete the tasks in any order, but we have tried to help you by putting them in an order 
which will help you. 

MFL - 
French 

Cultural research about French food and story writing. 

MFL - 
Spanish 

Cultural research about Spain and the Spanish speaking world with Linguascope practice. 

PE NTC- Notley Training Club – really try and do 30 minutes exercise twice a week – suggestion 
will be on EduLink 

Music Starter Activity - developing listening skills through "wider listening" booklet 
Project - World Music topic to be completed.  Students are to look at 5 countries/areas and 
research about musical traditions.   
Countries/Areas to be studied = India/Bhangra/Greek/Calypso and Samba.   

Drama Five weeks script writing and set design tasks. Tasks are focused on the creation of 
atmosphere, how this can be created through writing as well as use of colour and materials 
in set design. 

PDT  Charities project 
Design 
Technology 

Produce an advert using as many ICT, and traditional, skills as you can, for a new healthy 
energy drink called Activ8. 

Art + 
Design 

Colourful buildings: Research the wonderful world of Friedensreich Hundertwasser, who is 
most famous as the architect who designed incredible buildings all over the world. 
Hundertwasser's work used bold, bright colours and organic forms, and was strongly inspired 
by nature. You will be inspired to create your own colourful work. 

 

 

 

 



Project Summary – Year 9 

English   Complete any remaining tasks on the novel project. There are 8 tasks to complete for this.  
THEN: Complete the speeches project. This is on SharePoint and will be sent on EduLink.  
It includes: 
Reading and listening to some famous and great speeches from across time.  
Analysing their use of language and how they appeal to their audience  
Researching the history and purpose behind the speeches  
Creating your own speech using similar techniques, practising for GCSE language paper 2.  

Maths Students will be set tasks on www.hegartymaths.com and they should complete them in 
their Hegarty Maths Book, or their classwork book if they run out of space.  
Students should aim to complete 3 tasks each week and they should complete the tasks in 
the order indicated by their teacher.  
If students find a particular task difficult, they can either re-watch the video, or complete 
the associated building block tasks, but all students should be aiming for a score of at least 
80% on each task.  

Science Project 1 – Physics - Molecules and Matter  
History Complete their project on the Home Front in WW2 and then work on their second project 

on the Holocaust. Work on Germany after WW1 will also be set later. 
Geography Earthquakes and volcanoes – Looking at where they occur and why, the impacts that these 

hazards have and how we can mitigate against them.  Activities are found in a workbook 
and resources to support the students with these can be found on share point. 

PER For PER complete the project on the holocaust and how people responded to it. The tasks 
will be found on EduLink. You can complete the tasks in any order although the research 
task in lesson one will help you get an understanding of the holocaust before you consider 
the responses to it. 

MFL - 
French 

Cultural research about France and the French speaking world. Research on topic of family 
with Linguascope practice. 

MFL - 
Spanish 

Cultural research about Spain and the Spanish speaking world. Research on topic of family 
with Linguascope practice. 

Music World Music topic.   Students are to look at 5 countries/areas, research about musical 
traditions and listen to music from that style.     
 

Drama Five weeks script writing and set design tasks. Tasks are focused on the creation of 
atmosphere and style, with consideration for stage types and technical elements to 
enhance performances. 

PE Physical Training Project – students will research, create and perform a six week circuit 
training programme and a keep a mini tracking document. 

PDT  Charities project 
Design 
Technology 

Produce an information booklet, plus an A4 colour drawing for an original jewellery design. 

Art + 
Design 

Op Art: Op art is short for 'optical art'. The word optical is used to describe things that 
relate to how we see. You will investigate the way artists use shapes, colours and light and 
dark tones in Op artworks, to change the way 2D images appear and make them look as if 
they are moving or blurring. Then you will use your skills and imagination to create your 
own piece of Op Art.  
 

Computing Students should work on Unit 9.1 More Python in SharePoint KS3. PowerPoint and 
worksheets have been distributed to the class notebook and students should complete the 
activities, and screenshot their code. 

 



Project Summary – Year 10 

English  Please finish any outstanding work that your English teacher has set.  
THEN: Complete the poetry   project. This is on SharePoint and will be sent on EduLink.  
It includes:  
Reading the first 8 poems from the Power and Conflict anthology. Answering questions 
on them, including exploring the language and how the poet is getting their ideas across. 
Writing paragraphs and essays analysing the poems in detail, considering language, 
structure and the ideas behind the poems. Comparing two poems and how the poets use 
language to put their ideas across. 

Maths Students will be set tasks on www.hegartymaths.com and they should complete them in 
their Hegarty Maths Book, or their classwork book if they run out of space.  
Students should aim to complete 3 tasks each week and they should complete the tasks 
in the order indicated by their teacher.  
If students find a particular task difficult, they can either re-watch the video, or complete 
the associated building block tasks, but all students should be aiming for a score of at 
least 80% on each task.  

Science 
Combined 

Homeostasis Project 

Science 
Triple 

Triple Biology – Homeostasis 

Triple Chemistry – The Earth’s Atmosphere and The Earth’s Resources 

Triple Physics – Waves 

Statistics Students will be researching two topics from the GCSE Statistics syllabus, completing a 
revision resource and answering some questions for each one.  

• Topic 1: Capture/recapture method  
• Topic 2: Standardised scores  

There are more details on the Statistics research Topics pdf. 
History Use the first workbook to complete their learning on Anglo-Saxon and Norman England. 

Then start their workbooks on Medicine through time. 
Geography Urban futures – Students will look at why half of the World’s population live in cities and 

the challenges and opportunities that this creates.  Activities are found in a workbook 
and resources to support the students with these can be found on SharePoint 

PER For PER complete the project on Living the Christian Life. The tasks will be found on 
EduLink. 

MFL - 
Spanish 

Choice of projects on unit 4 theme 1:  Spanish Customs and festivals. 

MFL- French Choice of projects on unit 4 theme 1:  French Customs and festivals. 
Business 
studies 

Business Summer project on the topics: 
• Human resources management 
• Applying break even 
• Gross and Net profit  

Music Rhythms of the World: 
•  Area of Study work "Rhythms of the World"  
•  Theory/listening/melodic dictation.   
• Practical - work on composition feedback and performances 

Drama Project working from stimuli for the Component One exam in the Autumn term 
PE NTP – Notley Training Project – All about the body and how to improve its performance. 

Choose two tasks a week to complete 
PDT Homelessness project 



Computing Students will work on a series of tasks both revisiting previously taught work and 
introducing new topics. All resources will be on SharePoint, ClassNotebook, School 
Closure Tasks folder, in students’ individual areas. 

Technology: 
Construction 

Safety and security in construction + planning construction projects. Documents are 
available on SharePoint and work is being set via assignments on Teams as well as 
EduLink. 

Technology: 
Textiles 

Complete design tasks for skirt project. Hand sewing techniques which only require a 
needle, some thread, and a small piece of fabric. 

Technology: 
Product 
Design 

A range of theory tasks to be completed weekly. Resources will be available via 
SharePoint and work set on EduLink.  
Topics to be covered are: 

• Industry and Enterprise 
• Sustainability and the Environment 
• People, Culture and Society 
• Production Techniques and Systems 
• Informing Design Decisions 

Technology 
Food 

Work will include a focus on carbohydrates, with opportunities to be guided through 
making pasta and bread. GCSE Revision of year 10 topics. 

Art, Craft & 
Design 

Me and My Environment Coursework:  Over the coming weeks you will be developing 
your visual ideas for this major unit of coursework. The focus will be collecting objects, 
drawing, taking photographs and researching the work of artists.  The coursework will be 
set on EduLink. All materials will be provided on SharePoint. 

Art Graphics My Environment Coursework:  Over the coming weeks you will be developing ideas for 
the My Environment project. Investigating the creative techniques and media used by 
professional graphic designers and illustrators, you will learn how to bring your own 
designs and illustrations to life. You could also further develop your image making skills 
by combining traditional and digital media. All materials will be available on SharePoint. 

Child 
Development 

Equipment for children from birth to 5 years.  This will involve students researching a 
variety of different equipment needed to equip a new nursery.  This will be submitted as 
part of the Unit R019 coursework. 

Media 
Studies 

The Archers project: Within this project, you will learn about the background and history 
of the radio soap, the production and the audience of it, as well as the genre as a whole. 
It will give you the perfect opportunity to listen to some quality radio entertainment as 
well. You will be required to answer some questions about your research and 
understanding of the genre and the programme which mirror the exam style questions. 

 



 

Weekly Schools Bulletin 

A resource to support schools and families throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
Audience:  Essex Schools 
Author:  Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service 
Issue:   1. 
 
Your ECFWS Healthy Schools and Public Health Team are coordinating family friendly activities, advice 
and guidance that fall in line with the PSHE curriculum. We will be sharing these across our Facebook 
pages in the forthcoming week. These resources are easily adaptable and may be something you want to 
use in school. Please share this with your whole school community. 
 
PSHE activities (Ideas to calm the mind and body) 
 

Title: Cosmic Kids 

Content: Why not try some free fun stories and yoga with your children?  
 
Children derive enormous benefits from yoga. Physically, it enhances their 
flexibility, strength, coordination, and body awareness. In addition, their concentration and 
sense of calmness and relaxation improves.  

 

Title: Managing Adolescent Anxiety 

Content: Being a teen is hard, particularly with the additional worries you may be having about loved 
ones due to COVID-19. Action for Happiness has some simple and effective resources that 
aim to help you down when you are feeling anxious. Headspace is also a great resource 
for mindfulness techniques.  

 

Did you know… 
The PSHE association have developed a coronavirus hub to support home learning. The resource 
contains home learning session plans, guidance for schools and parents, podcasts, CPD e-learning 
opportunities and more. 
 
The Anna Feud Centre has produced guidance for schools on how to support staff wellbeing during 
periods of disruption. You can download here. 
 

Do you need support regarding a particular child or young person? 
Your School Nurse is available to support you with the Health and Wellbeing needs of any child, young 
person or family you may have concerns about. Please contact your local team for further information: 
 
Mid Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0014  
North Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0015  
South Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0013  
West Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0122 
 

 

https://www.cosmickids.com/about/
http://www.yogajournal.com/category/types/strength/
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/news/dealing-with-adolescent-anxiety
https://www.headspace.com/
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/content/coronavirus-hub
https://www.annafreud.org/media/11242/looking-after-each-other-ourselves-final.pdf
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