
20 March 2020 

Dear Year 11 Students and Parents/Carers 

Following the announcement regarding school closures, it was decided that Year 11 students would 
not be in school from Thursday 19 March 2020. I appreciate this decision came as a shock to many 
of you and I would like to take this opportunity to explain the rationale for this decision. As the week 
progressed, it became increasingly difficult to provide supervision to all students as increasing 
numbers of the staff were self-isolating. When it became clear that examinations scheduled for this 
year had been cancelled, we were in the position to ask Year 11 students to stay at home so that 
we could focus on keeping the younger students in school. I understand this was not the end to 
Year 11 that students, parents/carers and staff wanted or expected. I know the cancellation of 
exams has come as a great surprise and undoubtedly there will be very mixed feelings about what 
is happening.  

Our main priority is the safety and wellbeing of everyone in our community and with this in mind, we 
will we do our utmost to keep you fully informed as more detail emerges. I want to reassure students 
and parents/carers that we will continue to work with you to support you to achieve your goals and 
next steps for your post-16 plans.  

Predicted grades & exam results 

The Government has just released details this afternoon about the process that will be used by 
exam boards to calculate students' results in their subjects this summer, along with details of 
additional mechanisms in place for students who do not agree with the grades they are awarded to 
take exams in due course. A link to this information follows below and we are awaiting further 
guidance from exam boards as to the detail of what will be asked of teachers to support this 
process. 

Link to information: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-
grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-
d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=immediate 

A number of students and parents/carers have contacted teaching staff regarding altering predicted 
grades. As soon as we receive clear guidance from the Department for Education, we will ensure 
that we take all steps necessary to ensure that our professional judgement is accurate and reflects 
the hard work of students. Therefore, staff do not need to alter existing predicted grades currently. 
Please can I also reassure those of you who are concerned about underperformance in mock 
exams, that it is an accepted view that they are not always a good reflection of students’ final results 
and therefore will not solely form outcomes in August. 

Students’ exercise books, folders and personal possessions in lockers 

Students should not dispose of any of their exercise books, folders, coursework etc. Until we receive 
further information about how students’ grades will be awarded it is important that all Key Stage 4 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


work is kept. This includes work that might currently be in school and for this reason, students will 
not be allowed to take work home at this present time. 

I am aware that some students have personal possessions in their lockers. The school will be 
arranging a time when students are able to come and collect possessions and I will be in contact 
with you once we have further details.  

End of year events 

I know Year 11 students will have questions about Prom, leavers books, hoodies, shirt signings and 
the usual activities expected when they leave secondary school. I will be in touch via email to 
complete the yearbook and organise the hoodies. We will also arrange a leavers event later in the 
year so that students can celebrate fully. Please ask them to check their messages regularly.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support. Please do keep in touch 
with us if you have any questions. I am looking forward to the students receiving their final results on 
Thursday 20 August.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs C Wager 
Assistant Headteacher – KS4 

 


