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English and Media assessment.  This form is used 
for feedback and evaluation of work.  Here, the 
student has directly responded to the teacher’s target 
action point. 

Marking and Assessment

Following the school’s previous Ofsted inspection in May 2012, the feedback was clear that one of the areas 
where improvements could be made was that “marking should be regular and that students should follow the 
advice provided by teachers”.

Following a comprehensive redesigning of the school’s marking and assessment procedures which involved 
devolving day-to-day assessment and marking procedures to individual 11-16 faculties and 16-19 subject 
groups, new marking and assessment procedures were implemented. A review of work in students’ books 
and folders across the key stages after these procedures had been adopted from September 2012, revealed 
the following finding:

“The school needs to further reflect on how students can realistically be provided with opportunities to act on 
advice and feedback”  (Marking and Assessment Review Report, July 2013)

A series of CPD events and departmental sessions were established to allow faculties and subject groups 
to embed this practice into their teaching.  A further work scrutiny in January 2014 showed that despite this 
effort:

 “There is still a need for more evidence of feedforward – students acting on the advice given by teachers” 
(Marking and Assessment Review Report, January 2014)

The most recent review of student work carried out in July 2014 asked faculties for examples of where 
students had clearly responded to teacher feedback in their work.  This issue of Learning Matters aims 
to showcase some of this evidence and outline some of the many ways in which this valuable aspect of 
marking and assessment is being planned for and utilised across the school to support student progress and 
achievement.

“When teachers mark my homework and tell me 
what I need to do to get better it really helps me 
learn” 
Year 8 Student

Science end of unit assessment.  Following teacher 
marking this table provides the chance for self-
evaluation.
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In this Maths example, an extension question was set which the student answered and the teacher then 
reviewed and acknowledged.  The student had also responded to the mistake they had made in question 8 
and had corrected it.

Another example from History.  Here the question has been asked in the marked work and answered well by 
the student.  The teacher has then acknowledged the answered question and used the stamp.

“Teachers’ active participation in students’ learning requires an effective dialogue to be established 
between student and teacher, helping to guide and support learning as students endeavour to make 
sense of new material and information they encounter in lessons” 

(Kinchin 2003)

“The focus for this academic year will be on continuing to build on strategies to ensure that students are 
provided with opportunities to act on advice and feedback, which will in turn impact on their progress 
and achievement over time.” 

Robin Newman, Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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In this PER example the teacher has marked the work and asked for an additional explanation which the 
student has supplied underneath.  Note how the teacher has clearly read the additional work and corrected 
spelling in the explanation too.

In this example from Design & Technology, the student is able to self-evaluate their work using the proforma 
provided and the teacher has added prompts to help this process – again, a dialogue between student and 
teacher is clear to see.



4 “Working together, achieving together”

In this Science experiment write-up, the student has redrafted their table of results following advice from 
teacher.  Note the target achieved stamp. In Music, part of the Creative Arts 

Faculty, the teacher has given verbal 
and written feedback to the student 
after hearing their performance 
piece.  To hear how the student 
took advice from the teacher and 
improved their performance the 
second time around, click the link 
below:- 
http://goo.gl/48O2El

In outstanding schools 
“Consistently high quality 
marking and constructive 
feedback from teachers 
ensure that pupils make 
significant and sustained 
gains in their learning”

(School Inspection 
Handbook, Ofsted, Sept 
2014)

 “Inspectors will look at scrutiny of pupils’ work, with particular attention 
to whether marking, assessment and testing are carried out in line with 
the school’s policy and whether they are used effectively to help teachers 
improve pupils’ learning” 

(School Inspection Handbook, Ofsted, Sept 2014)

English and Media classwork.  
In this example, the teacher 
has marked for literacy too 
and has then asked for a 
clarification of the use of it’s 
and its to be written by the 
student under the work.  The 
student has done this and 
the explanation has been 
acknowledged by the teacher 
with thanks.
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