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“ensures all students exhibit excellent attitudes 
to their learning and the highest levels of 

engagement, collaboration and co-operation 
in lessons; that students develop excellent 

subject knowledge; and provides the learning 
environments that allows individuals to make 

progress and flourish.”

“is underpinned by positive relationships 
between teachers and students, by interesting 
and innovative learning activities and effective 

differentiated learning opportunities.”

“should celebrate student achievement and 
show how students can improve while including 

opportunities for them to act upon teacher 
guidance; in addition it must be used as a key 

tool for student progression.”

Developing Excellence in Teaching, Learning and Assessment and Preparing our Students for their 
Futures

This edition of Learning Matters focuses on how Teaching, Learning and Assessment in our curriculum is 
contributing towards a number of the ‘leaves’ in our Teaching & Learning Tree and supporting students to be 
well prepared for the challenges that lie ahead for them.
 
Our Teaching & Learning Tree first developed by teaching staff in 2010-11, was reviewed and updated to 
better reflect the attributes we now feel are important for all students to develop during their time at Notley 
High School & Braintree Sixth Form.  It is based on the International Baccalaureate Learner Profile.  The 
IB is a programme successfully taught in Braintree Sixth Form, and as an IB World School we believe that 
the 10 attributes valued by the International Baccalaureate Organisation can help our students to become 
responsible members of their local, national and global communities.  During assemblies for KS3/4 students 
recently, we specifically focussed on ‘knowledgeable’, ‘reflective’, ‘inquirers’ and ‘caring’ to help students 
understand these more fully.

We believe that excellent teaching

We believe that excellent learning

We believe that excellent assessment
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We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines.  We 
engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

“The opportunity to work with foreign 
language assistants is highly effective 
at building students’ knowledge, 
understanding and use of language as well 
as cultures.”

Mel Townsend, Assistant Headteacher

“Year 13 A Level geographers recently spent the 
week in South Devon carrying out enquiries into 
coastal processes in Start Bay and downstream 
changes along the River Harbourne.  As a result of 
this fieldwork, our students were able to become 
much more knowledgeable about coastal and river 
systems, and reflective about how to present the 
data they collected.”

Karen Wilcox, Subject Leader - Geography

Reflective
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience.  We work to understand our 
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.

“Improving my art work after my teacher has 
marked it and given me ideas to make it better.”

Student, Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form

“In Design & Technology, we have been stressing the importance of familiarity with key technical terms, 
such as machine parts (e.g. presser foot, needle, balance wheel in Textiles).  Reflection has been 
encouraged by a focus on quality control.”

Andy Curtis, Co-Faculty Leader - Design & Technology

Knowledgeable
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Inquirers

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research.  We know how to learn 
independently and with others.  We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout 
life.

“When working in teams, we gain information quickly and get more opinions to develop our own ideas.”

Student, Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form

“Year 9 product designers have been inquirers looking at how we package products and how 
cardboard packaging nets are constructed.”

Jane Smith, Teacher - Design & Technology

“Reflection in all subjects is important as it helps students to develop skills and review their 
effectiveness.  In PER we take reflection a step further as we encourage students to reflect on the 
practices, beliefs, and behaviour of others as well as themselves in order to make informed decisions, 
develop empathy and formulate opinions about their own beliefs, attitudes and behaviour.”

Lindsay Fouche, Subject Leader - Philosophy Ethics and Religion

“In a PER lesson, we discussed the trip to 
Poland with those that hadn’t gone, and after  
reflection is when a lot of what we had seen 
sank in.”

Student, Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form

“Reflecting on the disgraceful way people 
were treated by the Nazis in the Holocaust 
made me extremely grateful for what I have 
and the selflessness of victims of the camps 
was very inspiring.”

Student, Notley High School & Braintree Sixth 
Form

“Huge thanks for organising such an 
inspirational and rewarding trip.  We are 
very grateful for the time and effort you have 
invested into helping us produce a well rounded 
individual: ready to face the challenges of the 
future, knowing the mistakes of the past.”

Parent of Student, Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form

“The Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA), which is a Controlled 
Assessment in Science GCSEs, is an excellent example of where students 
are encouraged to research and plan an investigation to test a hypothesis.  
Having developed this research and planned their experiment, students 
get to carry out the investigation in the laboratory to gather data which 
they subsequently analyse, draw suitable conclusions from and evaluate.  
This whole process encourages the skills of inquiry and creativity and is a 
fundamental part of the scientific method.  Students can apply these skills 
to other subjects and to extra-curricular activities as well.”

Nick Vosper, Faculty Leader - Science



4 “Working together, achieving together”

“The attitudes and attributes represented by the ‘leaves’ in our Teaching & Learning Tree cannot be 
taught but they can be developed by our students during their time with us.   We strive to create 
specific and sustained learning opportunities within school with intrinsic value that allow our students 
to become more knowledgeable, reflective, inquiring and caring alongside the other important 
attitudes and attributes represented in our ‘tree’.”

Robin Newman, Senior Deputy Headteacher

“In order to create a more caring, empathetic society, we 
feel that teaching topics like prejudice and discrimination 
are important.  Research has shown that children pick 
up and are capable of holding prejudices and negative 
attitudes towards others from a very early age.  Talking 
about these issues, getting them to reflect upon their 
attitudes and the way they treat others, ensures their 
success for integration into society.”  

Lindsay Fouche, Subject Leader - Philosophy Ethics and 
Religion

“In Year 7, I have started the food rotation. Caring is featured heavily as we are dealing wth the safe 
use of kitchen knives for the first time.”

Tudor Rose, Teacher - Design & Technology

“We are learning about prejudice and 
discrimination - and caring for people that 
are different to us.”

Student, Notley High School & Braintree 
Sixth Form

We show empathy, compassion and respect.  We have a commitment to service, and we act to make 
a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

Caring

“Sport Relief will be supported by the school again this year, and to 
show our caring approach towards some of the poorest and most 
disadvantaged people in the UK and around the world, a range of 
events have been organised by the PE Faculty for both students and 
staff to participate in on 17 and 18 March 2016.”

Antony Cunningham, Faculty Leader - PE


