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Home Learning at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form
 
Year Leaders for Years 7 and 8 and all Faculty Leaders have been focusing on home learning during the 
past few months in order to improve the quality of this area of our teaching and learning.  There has been 
a focus on both developing home learning activities for students and monitoring that activities are set by 
teachers when they should be.
 
During the 2012-13 academic year we started to talk about home learning rather than homework in order 
to help teachers, students, parents and carers to understand that activities completed outside of lesson 
time should take place with the key purpose to support learning in lessons.  It is essential that such learning 
activities are not ‘bolt on’ activities, but are planned learning activities to support learning completed in 
previous lessons or learning that is to be tackled in future lessons.
 
John Hattie (2009) in his book Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to 
Achievement states that the more specific and precise the task is, the more likely it is to make an impact for 
all learners.  Activities that are more open and complex are more appropriate for able and older students.  In 
addition, teacher monitoring and involvement is key – so putting students in a position where their learning 
is too complex, extended or unstructured to be done unsupervised is not healthy.  At Notley, home learning 
is more structured in Years 7-9 and as students move through Years 10-11 and for some students, into 
Braintree Sixth Form, it becomes less structured and more independent learning activities and reading 
around the subject that students are studying should take place.  

“We have a firm and clear policy on home learning which all students are expected to follow.  A home 
learning timetable is issued for each year group and all students have their own planner in which 
they record the set home learning.  This should be monitored by parents/carers and tutors to ensure 
completion and progress.” 
Robin Newman, Senior Deputy Headteacher

                                                  AS Geography  

Wider Reading List: Case Study Journal Articles 

The AS course requires students to have a knowledge and understanding of located examples. You are expected 
to demonstrate that you have undertaken wider reading on the key issues. 

During your Independent Study Time you are expected to read these Journal articles and summarise the key 
points. You will need to evidence your notes in your topic file to demonstrate your Progress within the subject. 
Articles that appear at a later date can be simply added to each topic table. 

Hot, Arid Environments Notes completed 
Journal Article  G.A Date published  

Death Valley November 2007 
(National Geographic) 

 

A short introduction to deserts March 2010  
Death of the Promised Land: Rajasthan drought April 2010  
A community built on sand: Western Desert October 2010  
Secrets of the sand: dune field atlas October 2010  
We starve, or we dig sand: sand digging September 2011  
The slow burn: desertification December 2011  
 

Cold Environments Notes completed 
Journal Article  G.A Date published  

Vanishing sea ice & Big Thaw June 2007 
(National Geographic) 

 

Canadian oil boom March 2009 
(National Geographic) 

 

Arctic land grab – oil exploitation May 2009  
(National Geographic) 

 

Here today gone tomorrow (Get the t-shirt): Polar tourism November 2009  
Breaking the ice: polar in peril consequences November 2009  
Is time running out for the tundra? March 2010  
Going.. going… (melting Arctic) December 2012  
Development versus conservation in Alaska’s Arctic 
wilderness 

Geo Factsheet  

The Canadian Tar Sands Development & 
Globalisation 2012/13 

 

 
The Growth of Tourism Notes completed 

Journal Article  G.A Date published  
Trampled Temples - Cambodia September 2007  
White Mountain, Green Tourism October 2009  
Totally Wired, Ecotourism in Gabon December 2009  
Telling the stories of their land, Aboriginal tourism January 2010  
A refuge in the rainforest – Ecuadorian Amazon 
ecotourism 

April 2010  

Swallows and Sacred Lakes, Philippines June 2010  
Bangkok’s great green lung September 2010  
Off the beaten track – ecotourism in Amazonian Peru December 2010  
Scent of a nation: Oman tourism March 2011  
Ecotourism in Amazonian Peru Geography Summer 
2011 

Geography Summer 
2011 

 

Desert rebirth – ecotourism in Dubai August 2011  
Paradise sustained Jicaro island ecotourism December 2011  
Quirimbas rising – sustainable tourism in Mozambique February 2012  
Heritage Lottery February 2012  
Welcome to hell – adventure tourism in Turkmenistan May 2012  
Perceptions of reality – poverty tourism in India December 2012  
Tourism as a development process Topic Eye 2012/13  
 

 

Task 1 - There are three witches in Macbeth who like to destroy and mess people’s lives. Draw and colour what you think each witch looks like 
– think about their body language, facial expression, and what they wear. Then list around each witch what their personalities are like. 

Witch 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Witch 2 Witch 

 

Home Learning: Macbeth 

Name: 

An example of independent home learning for KS3 English An example of independent home learning for KS5 Geography



From the school’s Teaching & Learning Policy
Home learning must be set according to the home learning timetable at KS3-KS4.  This enables students to 
plan their time effectively. 
• Students must be clear about the purpose of the home learning task and how it will be assessed.
• Students must be given clear written instructions of the home learning task, deadline and how to 

complete the learning task.  In all key stages, this should be written on the whiteboard to ensure all 
students are fully aware of expectations.

• It is the responsibility of the teacher and/or Learning Support Assistant to ensure that the home learning 
task is written in the students’ planners (KS3-KS4). 

• Home learning tasks must be differentiated and set during the most appropriate part of the lesson.  
Setting home learning at the very end of the lesson discriminates against students with learning 
difficulties. Tasks must not consist of finishing off work unless this is planned for. 

• A variety of home learning tasks can be set, such as: 

• Questions • Research
• Thinking • Reading/wider reading
• Extended writing • Past papers
• Revision • Listening tasks
• Group work • Presentations and speaking/oral tasks

 
• Home learning tasks can be completed using a variety of media. 
• All home learning must be assessed. This can be done in a variety of ways, such as: 

• Marked by the teacher • Peer/self-assessment
• Orally • By testing

• Where appropriate, the previous home learning task should be reviewed in the lesson, clarifying any     
misunderstandings and giving feedback upon positive aspects and how to improve if applicable. 

• Home learning/independent learning at KS5 should be set as per the Braintree Sixth Form policy.  

“Home learning activities must be carefully planned and must be marked by the teacher or actively used 
by students in their next lesson to support future learning.” 
Nick Vosper, Assistant Headteacher

An example of independent home learning for KS3 Music

Guidelines on Writing Practical Evaluations 
 
 
Use this sheet as a guideline to help you complete your evaluation.  You must write 
in full sentences and answer questions in as much detail as you can. 

 
 
The task was to…… 
 
We began the task by….. 
 
The instruments we used were …… 
 
The easiest part of the task was……… 
 
The hardest part of the task was……… 
 
The part of the piece that was most successful was…… because….. 
 
In my group, I suggested the following ideas…… 
 
Our practical time…… 
 
Our group performance was….. 
 
The level we got was………… 
 
I think our group was/was not successful in completing the task because….. 
 
In future we could improve our work by…… 
 
 
 
 



Extract from Handbook for Parents and Carers 2013-2014
Home learning is important because:

• It will allow students to practise ideas first used in the classroom;
• It gets students into a study habit ready for GCSEs;
• It allows students to take ideas from the classroom and develop them further;
• It allows a link to develop between home and school.

It is very important for your child that you show your support for them in doing home learning.  To help you 
know what is going on with home learning, your child is issued with a student planner at the start of the 
school year in September.  In this planner there is a page showing the home learning timetable and which 
subjects your child should have for home learning on each evening.  Please make sure that you sign this 
page.  Check what home learning is being set and whether or not your child is doing it and each week sign 
the section at the bottom of each double page spread.  Your child should have home learning for 2 or 3 
subjects each evening.  The length of each piece of home learning will vary, but as a rough guide your child 
should spend the following amount of time on each subject:

• Year 7—25 minutes per subject
• Year 8—30 minutes per subject
• Year 9—35 minutes per subject

In Years 10 and 11 we would expect that your child will be spending on average 2 hours per night on GCSE 
work at home.  Your child must complete each piece of home learning to the best of their ability.

Checklist for home learning

• Students need a quiet place to do their home learning.  This is essential;
• Keep pens, pencils and calculators handy;
• Have a dictionary available to use;
• Get involved with their home learning, help them, but do not do their home learning for them;
• Look at their books and take an interest in what they are doing;
• Put learning into practice;
• Get out and about, learning together, let your child plan the trip;
• Watch out for television programmes that have something to do with school and are educational - sit down 

and watch them together;
• Make learning enjoyable using games, books and the internet (please monitor internet usage carefully 

however);
• Home learning is done at the end of the day but the best way to keep your child’s energy at a high level is 

to provide a healthy breakfast at the start of the day, lunch and an evening meal.

Help with home 
learning - but 
don’t do it for 

them

Children need 
space to work

Set aside a place 
for home learning 

to be done

“The best home learning activities are when there is a strong connection and relevance to work in class.  It 
is important that teachers differentiate accordingly for students, just as the best teachers do with learning 
activities in lessons.”
Robin Newman, Senior Deputy Headteacher



Reference:
Hattie, J (2009) Visible learning: A synthesis of over 800 meta-analyses relating to achievement.  
Abingdon: Routledge

“Working together, achieving together”

Home learning recorded on the school’s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
During the last academic year we piloted posting details of Year 7 and 8 home learning activities to the 
school’s Virtual Learning Environment.  This was welcomed by students and parents/carers.  Therefore, we 
are going to continue to do this, but for all Year 7, 8 and 9 students throughout 2013-14.  Students are still 
expected to record details of home learning activities in their planners, but by posting the same information 
electronically to the school’s VLE this should help students and parents/carers to be very clear about what is 
expected for particular home learning tasks.  Students simply need to logon to their VLE account when not in 
lessons.  Parents/carers can also see when home learning activities have been set when they log on to the 
Parent Portal too.  We will continue to monitor this during the course of the year to keep this new initiative 
under review. 

“There must be a consistent home learning policy which all teachers follow.  Such a policy is a tool for 
teachers alongside well-planned lessons.” 
Jonathan Fuller, Deputy Headteacher

Hattie, J 
(2009) Visible 
learning: A 
synthesis of 
over 800 meta-
analyses

• Setting aside a place for home learning to be done; this can be as simple as the end of the kitchen table 
or as elaborate as a desk with a lamp in a special place (perhaps your child’s room);

• Making sure the necessary equipment is available - pencils, eraser, paper, crayons, etc.; 
• Setting aside a special time for home learning each day; don’t wait until your child is nearly ready for bed, 

it is likely they will be too tired;
• Insisting that the television be turned off so that your child can concentrate; sometimes playing music at 

low volume helps to mask household sounds;
• If there is a lot of home learning, helping your child to structure the time; set a timer and encourage short 

breaks of a few minutes;
• Signing your child’s planner for the appropriate week and report any concerns to your child’s form tutor via 

the planner.

Parents/Carers can help their children prepare for home learning by:

Examples of independent learning for KS4 and KS5 Drama 

How to write your Coursework 
 

There is a basic structure you need to use when writing your paragraphs in your 
written coursework. 

When writing about Drama you must always say 4 things: 

 WHAT 
 HOW 
 WHY 
 EVALUATE 

 

This means: 

 Write WHAT the practical task was. 
 

 Write HOW you (or the person you are evaluating) used the drama 
Strategies/Elements/Medium to create your piece and complete the task. 
This EXAMPLE must be as DETAILED as possible with clear description of 
all S/E/M and basic drama skills you used to communicate your meaning to 
the audience.  
 

 Write WHY you decided to do it like that. In DETAIL again, say why you used 
each Strategy/Element/Medium in the way you did. Explain what you wanted 
to communicate to the audience.  
 

 Write an EVALUATION of if you think it was effective or not. Did it 
communicate what you wanted to the audience and how do you know that? 
Did it help them understand anything specific about the play/topic? Did it help 
you to understand the play/topic better? Don’t just say that it did, you need 
to explain what it is that you understand better and give an example from the 
play/topic. Make sure that you have an evaluative sentence for every 
example you give as this will make sure you have answered the question fully.  

 

Year 13 – Unit 4 Director’s Interpretation 
 

You will need examples from throughout the play to illustrate your interpretation 
 
Overall areas to think about; 
 

 What will be your main focus? 
 What themes do you want to explore? 
 When/Where will you set it?  
 What message do you want the audience to leave with?  

 
How will you make sure production elements are incorporated into your vision; 

 
Set/Props  

 What Stage Configuration will you use?  
 What about entrances and exits – do they reflect themes?  
 How does the size of the space effect the production?  
 Can the audience see one another – is this important? 

 
Lighting 

 Will you use Fades/blackouts? 
 Are there any effects needed? 
 Are shadows important to your production? 
 

Sound/Music 
 What sound effects are needed? 
 What period/style etc. of music will be used?  
 How do the lighting and sound work together? 

 
Costume/ Hair and Make Up / Masks 

 Describe each in detail – for all characters. 
 Is there a theme in design – do the characters designs relate? 
 Are there any changes during the production? How will these be done?  

“We regularly set research tasks throughout 
the course … these vary dependent on what 
has been created in the lesson.  We also 
individualise these research tasks so that 
students have to present what they have found 
to the rest of their group.” 
Lauren White, Year 13 Drama teacher


