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Why is numeracy so important to our students?

“We use maths in every aspect of our lives at work and in practical everyday activities at home 
and beyond. We use maths when we go shopping or plan a holiday, decide on a mortgage or 
decorate a room. Good numeracy is essential to us as parents helping our children learn, as 
patients understanding health information, as citizens making sense of statistics and economic 
news. Decisions in life are so often based on numerical information: to make the best choices, 
we need to be numerate.”
 
(source: http://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/why-numeracy-important)

“We use our mathematical skills in many ways in different subject areas – including in Geography, Art 
and Design & Technology“ 

Neil Bridgwater, Numeracy Co-ordinator

Numeracy Matters
During the past two academic years, we have had a renewed focus on mathematical skills across the 
curriculum.  During 2014-15, a group of teaching staff focused on these issues as part of an Action Research 
Group.  Neil Bridgwater and Rachel Bloomfield have been leading our provision in this area during this 
academic year and have led various numeracy initiatives with the aim of raising awareness about the 
school’s responsibility to promote the importance of numeracy with our staff and students.  

This edition of Learning Matters focuses on the reasons why numeracy is so important for our students, and 
it showcases some of the initiatives that have taken place during the year.
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The digital age presents us with more numerical data than ever before and puts a new premium on 
numeracy skills.

Computers can do the mathematical processing for us, but we need good numeracy in order to use 
them effectively – to enter the right data and decide whether the answer seems approximately right.

Right now around 90% of new graduate jobs require a high level of digital skills, and digital skills are 
built on numeracy.

(source: http://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/why-numeracy-important)

“We want our students to develop a love of numeracy and to appreciate and understand the 
importance of developing mathematical skills.” 

Rachel Bloomfield, Numeracy Co-ordinator 

What are the problems with each of these labels?

Numeracy for all

The ‘Essentials of Numeracy for All’ maps out the component parts of numeracy and how they relate to each 
other.

The model was devised by National Numeracy with help from an external expert group and underpins our 
approach to the teaching and learning of numeracy for adults and children. Its aim in not just to develop 
specific skills and knowledge needed in everyday life but to encourage numerate behaviour and attitudes.
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Numerate students in school are able to:

• Understand the size of a number and where it fits into the    
number system;

• Read numbers correctly from a range of equipment;
• Know and recall basic number facts and use mental arithmetic; 
• Use calculators and other equipment to solve mathematical 

problems;
• Work confidently with the four operations (+, -, x and /); 
• Know when answers are reasonable and give accurate results;
• Manipulate algebraic expressions and simple formulae; 
• Understand and use correct mathematical notation and 

terminology;
• Explain methods, reasoning and conclusions;
• Use units of measurement of length, angle, mass, capacity and time;
• Suggest suitable units for measuring;
• Make sensible estimates of measurements and measure accurately using a range of apparatus; 
• Understand and use compound measures and rates; 
• Use simple formulae and substitute numbers in them; 
• Measure and estimate measurements, choosing suitable units, and calculate simple perimeters, areas 

and volumes; 
• Understand the concept of scale in geometrical drawings and maps; 
• Understand the difference between the mean, median and mode, and the purpose for which each is 

used;
• Collect data, draw, interpret and predict from graphs, diagrams, charts and tables;
• Understand probability and risk.

Numerate students are able to deal with numbers in real life situations, such as: 

• Calculating change when shopping;
• Creating a household budget;
• Calculating compound interest on a loan;
• Calculating interest on savings;
• Deciding which gas/electricity supplier to use;
• Understanding interest rates when opening a bank account;
• Recovering from debt.

“Being numerate enables us to solve problems and make sensible decisions, for example, choosing 
the best value item in a supermarket or selecting the most suitable mortgage when buying a house.  
Sometimes the biggest box is not always the best value and we need to be able to spot that.  
Numeracy gives us the tools to do this.”

Jonathan Fuller, Deputy Headteacher 



4 “Working together, achieving together”

What else have we done this year?

We have had a Numeracy Competition for Year 7 students – they had to tackle mathematical problems in 
the context of different subject areas to help them see how we use numeracy in other lessons outside of 
mathematics.  

Examples of Numeracy across the Curriculum
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