
 

 

20 October 2014 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

On Wednesday 5 November 2014, students in Years 7 - 11 will experience the first ‘Impact 
Day’ of the academic year. On Impact Day, normal lessons are suspended, with students 
engaging in a wide range of activities to promote cross-curricular learning. Please see below 
for details of each year group’s day: 

Year 7 

Co-ordinator: Miss N Short (natalie.short@notleyhigh.com ) 

Year 7 Impact Day is an opportunity for students to get to know members of their tutor and 
year group outside of normal lessons. Each tutor group will be competing in a variety of 
tasks and challenges, which will give them the opportunity to develop their communication, 
creative thinking and evaluation skills, as well as the confidence to share their thoughts and 
ideas. Throughout the day students will be completing a task booklet which allows them to 
record thoughts and feelings and reflect on their performance in each task. This will 
ultimately allow them to see some of their strengths and areas for development and apply 
them to their learning throughout the year. They will use these booklets in tutor time to set 
targets for themselves based upon the skills they have used and worked on during the day. 
Students in Year 7 should attend school in full school uniform, with pencil case and journal. 

Year 8 

Co-ordinator: Miss F Old (fiona.old@notleyhigh.com) 

The Year 8 Impact Day has been designed to strengthen students’ teamwork, leadership 
and resilience. The tutor groups will be competing against each other in a number of 
activities which will test their creativity, problem solving skills and initiative. The day will also 
be an opportunity to get to know their new tutor group and understand more about each 
other’s strengths and weaknesses. Throughout the day, students will be completing a task 
booklet which allows them to record thoughts and feelings and reflect on their performance 
in each task.  Students in Year 8 will need to bring their pencil case and journal. Due to the 
practical nature of the day, students in Year 8 should also come to school wearing their PE 
shirt, black tracksuit bottoms, trainers and a jumper. 
 

Year 9 

Co-ordinator: Miss K White (kim.white@notleyhigh.com) 

It is that important time in a Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form student’s life where 
they are faced with making one of the biggest decisions of their career so far - their GCSE 
option choices. During the Impact Day, Year 9 will visit nine subject areas to gain an insight 
of what the GCSE, BTEC or V-Cert courses entail for that subject. Students will be provided 
with a booklet where they can record certain elements of the day and then this will be used 
during tutorials so students can talk through their choices before making their final decision 
in the Spring term. The day will allow students to explore options that are new to them, such 
as media and business studies, alongside subjects that are familiar to them, but are studied 
in greater depth at GCSE level. Students in Year 9 are required to attend school in full 
uniform, with their pencil case and journal.  

 



 

Year 10 

Co-ordinator: Miss C Owst (caroline.owst@notleyhigh.com) 

The Year 10 Impact Day will give students the opportunity to explore and excel in science.  
Students completing the Single Science award will be challenged in our enterprise activity. 
As part of the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) partnership, 
students will be developing a business idea and will create a prototype, business plan and 
advertising campaign for it, competing against other students in the year. This will enable 
them to develop their skills in problem solving, communication and teamwork. 

Students following the Double Science award will complete their ISA as part of their GCSE 
course. Students in Year 10 should attend school in full school uniform with their pencil case 
and journal. 

Year 11 

Co-ordinator: Miss A Shephard (alexandra.shephard@notleyhigh.com) 

The Year 11 Impact Day seeks to provide appropriate information, advice and guidance on 
the range of progression routes available to students when they complete their KS4 courses 
at the end of Year 11. Students will be provided with predicted grades in each of their 
subjects, and will have the opportunity to experience taster sessions in the range of courses 
that their forecast grades enable them to access. Taster sessions will be offered by staff 
from Braintree Sixth Form and Colchester Institute. In addition, staff from both institutions, 
will be available to discuss course details with students in a ‘Market Place’ activity. For those 
interested in pursuing an apprenticeship, The Essex Apprenticeship Pod, a facility providing 
specialist advice on apprenticeships, will be on site throughout the day. Students in Year 11 
should attend school in full school uniform, with their pencil case and journal. 
 

If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate year co-
ordinator. 

Yours faithfully 

 
 

  
 
Mr R Newman    Mrs H Sutton 
Senior Deputy Headteacher  Impact Day Co-ordinator 


