
On Thursday 10 October, we held our Open Evening for Year 7 intake September 
2014.  

276 of our students supported the evening 
as ambassadors for our school and all 
were a credit to themselves and to Notley 
High School & Braintree Sixth Form.  We 
received positive feedback from parents/
carers of Year 6 students who attended 
Open Evening and an example of this is 
"Well done to everyone involved in the 
evening. It ran very smoothly and was 
a good introduction for future students. 
I was particularly impressed with the 
chosen Year 7s who spoke about 
their experiences in the Open Evening 
speeches.  They were informative with a 
little humour, which always goes down 
well."  

We look forward to welcoming our new 
Year 7 students to Notley High School & 
Braintree Sixth Form next September.

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form
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“Working together, achieving together”

In Brief...
Diary Dates
Here are a few diary items to note, 
for a full list of diary events please 
visit the online school calendar at 
http://notleyhigh.com/school-
calendar

28 October - 1 November

Half Term

Monday November 4

Teacher Training Information 
Evening (Library) 6.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday November 5

Year 7-11 Impact Day 1

Year 12 Reading and Independent 
Study Day

Stop Programme (Room 229) 
6.30pm - 8.30pm

Wednesday November 6 

GCSE Maths Paper 1 Exam (selected 
Year 11 students) 9.00am - 
10.45am

Thursday November 7

BSF Open Evening for Year 12 
Intake September 2014 6.00pm - 
8.00pm

Friday November 8

CPD Day for all staff - no students 
except GCSE Maths Paper 2 exam 
(seected Year 11 students) 9am - 
10.45am

Open Evening

Years 7 - 9 Italy Tour 2014
There are still places available on the 
Bay of Naples trip in July 2014.  For 
further details please contact robert.
tucker@notleyhigh.com

Staff Changes
Mrs Lane is leaving us to start maternity leave at the end of this half term.

Mrs Stringer will be our Literacy Co-ordinator whilst Mrs Lane is on maternity leave.

Mr Williams will be re-joining us after half term to teach English.

Mr Boakes leaves us at the end of this half term and we wish him well for the future.

Ms Simmonett will be joining us after half term in the Mathematics Faculty.
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School Website
This has lots of key information about many aspects of school life.  We would 
encourage all parents and carers to use our website regularly to keep up-to-date with 
all that is happening at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.  

We also have school Facebook and Twitter feeds for keeping up-to-date with 
information.  These can be easily reached from our homepage or via the appropriate 
apps on smartphones.

 Parent Portal
We are trying to give parents/
carers a greater insight into 
student performance and to 
provide more live information.  
The Portal includes information 
on attendance, school reports, 
rewards and behaviour 
comments, among a host of other 
information.

The original Parent Portal log-in 
will allow you to access the site.  Simply select the Parent 
Portal icon on the home page of the website and follow the 
instructions.  Pressing the icon will also allow you to request 
your password if you have forgotten it, or you can e-mail 
itsupport@notleyhigh.com

Mr Fuller
IT Network Manager

Contact the Newsletter
We are always happy to receive articles from parents/carers 
and students.  If you have a piece of news you would like to 
be included in the newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the Thursday prior to 
publication. 

Student Absence/Late Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351

The absence lines should be called on a daily basis 
to report your child late or sick.
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Head Boy and Head Girl Report
Wow! Half term is 
already here; we can’t 
believe how quickly this 
first half term has gone.  
Hasn’t it been packed 
full as well?  Hopefully 
everyone has settled in 
nicely and is in to the 
routine of early morning 
starts, lots of home 
learning and working 
well.  

Many events have 
happened already, 
including the Open 

 

Evening that many attended.  We were very pleased with 
the turnout of so many students, from all years representing 
the school, and we loved to see all the creative things 
everyone had worked on.  We also very much enjoyed a 
few delicious samples from Food Technology! 

We hope everyone has a nice rest over half term and comes 
back fighting fit.  Year 11 will hopefully be preparing for 
their mock exams and we sincerely hope the effort that they 
put in will be rewarded and that all goes well in the exams. 
To the younger years, have a good break…but don’t forget 
a bit of study!

We hope to see you all in November, 

Jarryd Fouché & Grace Hellier
Head Boy and Head Girl

Magical and Moving: Theatre visit to ‘The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time’
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’ is an 
award-winning theatrical adaptation of Mark Haddon’s 
award-winning novel.  The play tells the story of Christopher 
Boone, a 15 year old boy who has an enormous intellect 
and ability in mathematics, but who finds aspects of day to 
day life a struggle.  When his neighbour’s dog, Wellington, 
is killed, Christopher embarks on a detective hunt that 
leads him to some very unexpected discoveries.  Some 90 
students and staff went on the trip to see the live performance 
and enjoyed a performance which included mathematics, 
families, space, death, pets, maps, Sherlock Holmes, bravery, 
truth and Swindon. Thank you very much to Mrs Mee and 
Mrs Bennett for their work in organising the trip.

Mrs Townsend

Mia Sutherland, Ben Coulson and Jennifer Stanhope (Year 
8 students) give their view:

On 16 October, Years 8, 9 and 10 students went to the 
Apollo Theatre in London to see ‘Curious Incident’.  The 
story was about a boy called Christopher who is 15 years, 
3 months and 2 days old, and who finds life confusing, 
misunderstanding people and their moods.  Christopher 
enjoys Maths and Science and wants to sit his Maths A-Level.

The play used lots of references to numbers to show his 
personality, and the seats in the audience with prime 
numbers on were numbered.  You could win a prize if your 
name could be added to give a prize number (Mia won 
a badge). The actors used the whole theatre and moved 
around a lot. There was a lot of technology used, and the 
train track coming alive on the stage was very exciting. We 
loved the scene where the puppy appeared on stage, and 
thought the scene where Christopher found his mother’s 
letter was very dramatic.  Instead of using lots of scenery, they 
used physical movements and mime. 

We would recommend the play to Year 8 and up as it does 
have some violent scenes and upsetting scenes, but we loved 
it because it stayed true to the whole of the book and really 
showed Christopher’s difficulties and loneliness.
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When I Grow Up - Revisited

On Friday 18 October, a reporter from The Essex Chronicle 
visited Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form again, 
following the success of the last two year’s ‘When I grow 
up’ feature.  

The Essex Chronicle is including this annual feature in 
next week’s edition.  The idea behind this article is to ask 
students what they would like to be when they are older 
and revisit the students on an annual basis to see if their 
aspirations have changed.  The school was privileged to 
be featured once again. Louie O’Doherty (9L) would like a 
career in medicine, Jonathan Edge (9N) would like to be 
a PE teacher, Katelin Dewing (9L) would like to work in a 
nursery, Jodie Douse (9Y) is unsure at present but enjoys  
subjects such as history and geography and Georgia Rathe 
(9T) would still like to be a teacher. 

Keep an eye out for these students in this week’s edition of 
the Essex Chronicle.

Literacy Leaders

Following the success of last year’s Literacy Leader 
Programme, a new cohort has been selected to participate 
this year.  The eleven new Year 9 students will participate 
in a range of sessions, culminating in their own delivery 
of a literacy lesson to primary aged children.  They will 
have the opportunity to not only improve their own literacy 
knowledge, but also gain confidence and leadership skills.

Miss Smith
English Teacher

Personal Development Time (PDT)
This year at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form we 
have introduced a new subject called Personal Development 
Time (PDT).  This subject gives all students the opportunity 
to learn about topic areas that directly relate to themselves 
as an individual and enables them to make safe, healthy 
and informed decisions.  There are a wide variety of topics 
covered from puberty, sex and relationships education to 
human rights and career pathways and progressions.  All 
students take part in this subject every Thursday during period 
1.  Here is what some of the students have been doing so far 
this half term.

Year 7 students have had a workshop from the Fire Service 
on fire safety.

Year 7 also have had a 
road safety play presented 
to them which was very 
powerful in helping to 
promote road safety 
awareness.

Year 8 are all having first 
aid training with St John 
Ambulance, learning 
about initial first aid, when 
you should call for an 
ambulance or emergency 
service and how to call for 
an ambulance.

Year 11 went to Cressing 
Temple Barns to visit the Braintree Futures Fest.  We had 
Head Girl and Head Boy Grace Hellier and Jarryd Fouche 
attend as ambassadors for the day.  Here is what they 
thought of the day;

“On Thursday 12 September, Grace and I were asked to go 
to Cressing Temple Barns to help out with the Careers Fest.  
We were student ambassadors; this involved us directing 
students to where all the stands were for the sixth forms, 
colleges, universities and apprenticeships.  Once the students 
from different schools had finished walking around and 
looking at what sixth forms and colleges had to offer, we 
had to get the students into bus groups, so once the buses 
arrived they could just get on and leave.  The day passed and 
everything remained in order.  The students seemed to enjoy 
their time there and it looked like they learned a lot about 
what choices there are once they have finished.  Overall 
the day was a good experience for both me and Grace, we 
learnt to co-operate with other students and teachers to keep 
everything in order.  It was a good experience and I would 
like to do it again if the opportunity arose.”
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In September a group of students participated in their Duke of Edinburgh assessed Bronze expedition.  

We set off at 8am from Pleshey Sports Ground in small groups of 6 or 7 people.  Unfortunately, although the day started 
out sunny, the weather didn’t stay nice and just as the afternoon started the rain came pouring down, soaking students.

There was one checkpoint that each group had to pass on the first day, but apart from that each group’s route varied. 
Some preferred roads, whereas others followed footpaths.  We all met at the campsite where we put up our tents and 
cooked our dinner on portable stoves.  Some groups even attempted to make their own campfires, succeeding with a 
small fire made from tissue and sticks.  It got dark about 8pm but the moon was full and everyone had torches to navigate 
around.

In the morning everyone ached, but we all set off and walked the distance to the few checkpoints, and then on to Great 
Leighs’ Sports Ground. Luckily, the weather remained sunny all day, and nobody got hopelessly lost.

Each group had to complete an aim in order to achieve their award.  Each aim was different, and they varied from 
taking photos of wild animals to spotting different types of trees.  Each group successfully completed their aims, and so 
everybody passed their assessment.

Jess Eaton-Fearne & Theo Park 11Y

Bradwell
On Friday 27 September SLC went on a trip to Bradwell Outdoors.  We went on a boat and sailed for 2 hours.  We had to 
wear life jackets because if we fell in the water they would keep us alive.  It was fun and that was my first time to go on a 
boat.

Connor 
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Netball Club
This year attendance at our Netball Club is fantastic.  We have teams attending for Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 which is brilliant to 
see.  We have had a few matches so far this half term.  Here are the results below:-
Year 7 Results

Date Against Result

02/10/13 Alec Hunter Lost 12-14

14/10/13 Hedingham Won 12-3

Year 8 Results

Date Against Result

02/10/13 Alec Hunter Won 41-0

14/10/13 Hedingham Won 25-6

17/10/13 Forest Hall Won 45-0

Year 9 Results

Date Against Result

02/10/13 Alec Hunter Won 31-7

14/10/13 Hedingham Won 31-0

17/10/13 Brentwood Lost 19-29
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Netball Club
Year 10 Results

Date School Result

02/10/13 Alec Hunter Lost 28-1

14/10/13 Hedingham Lost 3-12

17/10/13 Forest Hall Won 11-8

Here are the upcoming fixtures still to be played;

Year 7 

Date Time Against Where

TBA 3:30-6:00 Forest Hall Notley

24/10/13 3:30-5:00 St Michaels Notley

21/11/13 3:00-4:30 Maltings Notley

15/11/13 2:30-5:30 Great Baddow 
CUP game

Great 
Baddow

26/11/13 3:30-6:00 Honywood CUP 
game

Honywood

Year 8 

Date Time Against Where

21/11/13 3:00-4:30 Maltings Notley

Year 9

Date Time Against Where

21/11/13 3:00-4:30 Maltings Notley

Year 10 

Date Time Against Where

21/11/13 3:00-4:30 Maltings Notley

Computer Programming Club
Earlier this year several students expressed an interest in 
basic programming.  With the support of the ICT teachers, 
we set up a computer club.  Any keen student in Year 8-11 
was welcome to join.  Many ideas were suggested for the 
focus of the club including programming apps or creating 
a social website but the one thing we all agreed on was 
that it had to be original.  We also all had to play a part 
with the work, the only thing we could come up with that 
met these criteria was something Lego based as that gave 
us a range of levels to work with, from those who had been 
programming for several years to beginners.  It allowed us 
to use practical skills and build creations that worked easily 
without too much additional software which we couldn’t 
afford. 

Despite the club having only been around for a short while, 
it has already achieved a lot.  It has inspired students to 
take up GCSE Computing which started this September.  
The club has allowed some students to really gain 
experience in different programming languages such as 
Python, HTML5, C++ and Javascript.  It has even inspired 
them to create projects out of lesson time to develop their 
skills and become better at something they enjoy. Robert 
Mound (10N) said “the club has inspired me to learn 
more about Python and how mechanics work using Lego 
Mindstorm”.  It’s hard to disagree with what he said as we 
have been looking at projects online too that involve the 
Lego NXT kit and games we can create using Python. 

Two teams are currently working with the Lego kit to 
create robots.  One is a moving robot that can sense it’s 
surroundings and stop when it comes close to a wall.  The 
teams are working competitively and so are keeping work 
secret from each other but from what we could see it looks 
as though there will be something very interesting at the 
end of the project. We think we will have something to show 
for all the time that staff and students alike have put into the 
club.  It is important as well to thank Mrs Box and Mrs Pillai 
for their dedication, time and effort they have given to the 
club. 

Matt Gillard 11L and Jack Bird 11H 
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Wednesday 9.30 am – 11 am - School term time only

Lunchtime Drop-in Session with Jan Preston and School 
Nurse Cheryl Gerrard

Wednesday lunchtimes in G23

Jan Preston
Home School Family Worker 

will be available to answer your call to support you and 
offer advice
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Othello - Thursday 26 September

Our Year 13 IB English Literature students participated 
in the recent live streaming of Othello at Cineworld in 
Braintree.  Although the event was not quite a “live” 
performance, it certainly allowed us to see some 
outstanding acting.

Othello was played by Adrian Lester, and Lago was acted 
by Rory Kinnear.  Both actors have received fantastic 
reviews for their portrayal of this most twisted and tragic of 
male relationships.

One aspect of the play which we liked was the 
modernisation of the setting to a war zone such as 
Afghanistan or Iraq and the idea of soldiers, bored and 
on standby, drinking too much and getting into fights-the 
action which enables Lago’s plan to take shape as he pits 
the various characters against each other.

At the end of September a team of 6 Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award participants (Abbie Halfacre, Jasmine 
Holborough, Hannah Cureton, Emma Wilde, James Howe 
& Jeremy Stanhope) travelled to Snowdonia for their final 
four day assessed expedition.  

The team’s focus was weather and wind speed at different 
altitudes and having had scorchingly hot and distinctly 
calm weather throughout their training in the Lake District they were anticipating a wider 
range of readings this time.  The weather was remarkably un-Welsh, remaining dry, sunny 
(and not that windy) for the majority of the time, however, on the last day, as the group 
ascended Snowdon itself, high winds (measured by the students as 45mph at the summit), 
rain and poor visibility tested the group’s navigation, determination and team spirit to its 
full. 

The group were commended by the assessor for completing a challenging route through 
the national park, completing over nine hours of walking on each day, their camping skills 
were excellent and they showed determination and support for each other as they worked 
towards their goal.  Needless to say they all passed and we now await their expedition 
presentations and the invite to St James’ Palace. Congratulations!

The director, Nicholas Hytner took advice from military 
personnel to enable the actors to be as close to real soldiers 
in their mannerisms and movements as possible and we felt 
this really helped to make the monstrous events believable.

Comments from students:

“The death scene was done extremely well; it was much 
harder hitting than it seemed from my initial reading of the 
text.  The modernisation was very well done and it fitted the 
play very well.” 

Michael Lane 

“It was really great to see facial expressions to put meaning 
behind the words.  I think Roderigo’s character did this well.  
It has helped me understand the play so much more.” 

Molly Wilding
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The Friends of Notley High School are a group of parents/carers who give up a small amount of their time to 

help raise much needed funds for the school.  Last school year we were able to donate £4,479.60 to various 

departments in the school for those extra items that are required to help with your child’s learning. 

As a group of parents we really appreciate how busy our lives can be, we hope that this school year we can continue raising 

vital funds with your help and support.  We hold our meetings monthly or bi-monthly in the school library normally on a 

Wednesday at 7.30pm  If you would like to attend or have any fundraising ideas, then please contact 

TheChair@FoNHS.info 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER @ 7.30PM IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY.   

Our AGM was held last month and it was confirmed that The Chair, Treasurer and Secretary have decided to 

step down from their current roles at the end of the school year.  If you feel you have what it takes  to do any of 

these roles  we would love to hear from you.  Please come along to one of our meetings or contact The Chair. 

With Christmas fast approaching we know lots of you will be doing your shopping via the internet again this year. 

If you are planning to do this can we ask you to just take the time and register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk/fnhs  Once you 

have registered, each time you shop if you log on to the above site first and then go to the site you are wishing to shop from 

(i.e. Amazon, Play etc) Easyfundraising will automatically pay us, The Friends of Notley High School, a small donation. 

       Congratulations to our 100 club winner Mr Ken Yap – September. Remember you have to be in it to 

win it!!  If you would like to join our 100 Club please contact TheChair@FoNHS.info 

 

Our Grand Draw was a great success and we managed to raise £643. Congratulations to all our winners and also 

to those students who sold the winning tickets – we hope you enjoyed your chocolate! 

                                    

  

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

  
We are planning a quiz night with a fish & chip supper for end January/ beginning of February but the date is still to be 

confirmed – we will be sending out information via email shortly. 

We would like to say a big thank 
you to all those parents/carers 
who donated items to our 
Tombola stall at the Great Notley 
fete and to those students who 
were good enough to bring the 
items into school.  We raised 
£304.30. 

YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS PARTY - 13 DECEMBER 2013 
Letters will be sent out via email on 29 November and tickets will go on sale on 5 & 6 December.  This is 
always a popular event and tickets are sold on a first come first served basis. 
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Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 
School Term and Holiday Dates  

Academic Year 2013-2014 
 

 
 Schooldays / Weekends  School holidays  Bank holidays           Non pupil days 

 
In addition, schools allocate five non-pupil days out of the school days indicated,  

or the equivalent in disaggregated twilight sessions. 
 

  
 

September 2013 October 2013 November 2013 December 2013 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 
      1  1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3       1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31    25 26 27 28 29 30  23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30                     30 31      

January 2014 February 2014 March 2014 April 2014 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 
  1 2 3 4 5      1 2      1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
27 28 29 30 31   24 25 26 27 28   24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30     
              31              

May 2014 June 2014 July 2014 August/ September 2014 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 
   1 2 3 4       1  1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
26 27 28 29 30 31  23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31    25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
       30              1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Autumn Term: Monday 2 September 2013 – Friday 20 December 2013 
Half Term 28 October – 1 November  
 

   75 days  
 

 
    

Spring Term: Monday 6 January 2014 – Friday 4 April 2014 
Half Term 17- 21 February  
 

   60 days      

Summer Term: 
 
 

Tuesday 22 April 2014– Friday 18 July 2014 
Half Term 26 May – 30 May, and May Bank Holiday, 5 May 

   58 days 
_______ 
193 days 

     
_______ 
195 days 

 
Autumn Term 2014 will commence no earlier than Monday 1 September for staff.  

A formal decision on the actual date will be taken during 2013. 
 

  

 
Non Pupil Days Monday 2 September 2013 

Friday 11 October 2013 
Friday 8 November 2013 
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Grimm Fairy Tales - 2 November 2.30pm
Not every story has to end happily ever after... The Brothers 
Grimm spin tales of wicked witches, talking animals, plucky 
maidens and dashing adventurers in this deliciously dark 
and thrillingly inventive show for adults and children alike. 
Music, magic, and some of the best-loved stories ever to 
have graced the stage.

The Canterbury Tales - 2 November 
7.30pm
Medieval mayhem as the critically-acclaimed Pantaloons 
present every single one of Geoffrey Chaucer’s timeless 
tales in under two hours. Join the pilgrims for puppetry 
and poetry, music and magic, talking chickens and burnt 
bottoms. Fast-paced, physical and funny, this performance 
is in modern English and suitable for the whole family. 

Robin Ince - The Importance of Being 
Interested November 6 7.30pm
Award winning comedian and science enthusiast Robin 
Ince follows up his Happiness Through Science show with a 
look at his favourite scientists – Charles Darwin and Richard 
Feynman. Find out why we have eyebrows, why bald dogs 

have bad teeth, how 
heavy metal music 
makes pigs deaf and 
why spaghetti snaps 
into four pieces. It is 
a loving look into the 
minds of two giants of 
human imagination 
who changed our 
worldview.

He’ll also stop off on 
the way to look at some 
of the more bizarre 
views of early science–is 
the ostrich really the 
offspring of the union 
of a gnat and a giraffe? 
(No)

A night of spaghetti, 
barnacles and safe cracking

Little Shop of Horrors (12-16 November 
7.30pm) 


