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T A N G O   

C O - O R D I N A T O R  

M I C H E L L E  R O B B  

Contact email: 

michelle.robb@notley

high.com 

Working together with: 

The Children’s University 

 

 

Autumn 2015…. 
Welcome to the latest edition of the TANGO newsletter, 

celebrating the fantastic work of our most able children in Braintree.  

Please share with the children and parents in your school.  You are 

more than welcome to add it to your school’s website also. 

 

Bocking Primary School 26/09/15—Forest School 
 

On Saturday 26th September Mrs Axon-Eaves and Miss Gorman, accompanied 

by Mrs Andrews, Mrs Slade and Mrs Gorman took 18 of Braintree's able and 

talented children to Oak Wood for a Forest School session. The children worked 

really well together hunting for mini-beasts, making shelters, creating 

woodland art and trying to catch the sun's rays as they danced through the 

trees. We all ate our lunches around the camp fire. It was a really lovely 

morning, thoroughly enjoyed by everyone that went. 
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Lyons Hall Primary School 26/09/15—Ball Skills 

 
Agnes and Allen Kittles held a ball skills event for Year 2 

boys & girls. The children had the opportunity to play 

team games using soft balls, tennis racket/ball & hockey 

sticks. 

 

After a well earned break they split into 2 teams. Allen 

did training on football skills  while Agnes took the rest 

and played  'ball rebound ' which the children loved. 

 

The children all gathered together at the end of the 

morning when the certificates were given out. 
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White Court 10/10/15—Chemistry 

On Saturday 10th October, we went to a TANGO Able and Talented session at 

White Court School. The session was Chemistry and we learnt about acids and 

alkalis. 

First, we wrote down what we already knew and what we wanted to find out and 

stuck them on the whiteboard. 

Next, we got into groups and made our indicator (red cabbage juice, 

disgusting!). When you added it to a liquid, it would tell you how acidic or 

alkaline the liquid was. Red was very acidic, blue/green was neutral and purple 

was very alkaline. 

After that, we had a short drink break and saw people from the Art session. We 

also had a cheeky little biscuit as well!! 

Soon after we talked about neutralising (making a blue/green colour). We also 

talked about the pH Scale. 

Finally, the exciting bit came where we got to test everything. While we did that, 

we mixed bicarbonate of soda and vinegar. The result was a frothy cup. 

Overall, we enjoyed it! 
By James Kwok and Charlie Garner 
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White Court 10/10/15 and 21/11/15—Clay 

On our first day at TANGO Pottery, we made our own clay pots. 

We made our pots with a board, a rolling pin, two frames, a scraper, a slip and 

some clay. Most of us did our designs with buttons and zips so they looked 

creative. 

First, we drew our designs. One of these was going to be our actual pot, so we 

had to choose which one. 

Then we started. Our first job was to make the base for our pot. We had to use 

our rolling pin to roll it out and then we made it into the right shape for our pot. 

Next, we decorated our pots with buttons, zips and many more clay decoration. 

Once we had finished we put them in the kiln to set. 

A few weeks later, we came back for another lesson. This week we were glazing 

our pots to finish them off. The glazes that we put on the pots were strangely a 

different colour to what they would be when they come out of the kiln. This 

meant that we would have to be careful as to which colour we used. 

Once we had done glazing, we put our pots in the kiln for a second time. For the 

next few days we just had to wait for them to come out.  

When they came out, we got given them back to be taken home. They were 

beautiful! 

By Megan Fairy and Rowan Lord 
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Last Saturday, I attended a TANGO session for clay. I was fortunate enough to 

be chosen, and had so much fun! 

The day consisted of using clay to make hand-made pots. When we first arrived, 

we had to sketch some types of fastenings such as; zips, toggles, treasury tags 

and split pins. The next step was to sketch a design of a pot that we wanted to 

recreate. Our pot designs needed to include a type of fastening (for example a 

zip going up, a toggle on each side or buttons up to the top). I chose to do a 

small, round pot covered in clay buttons with a lid on top. 

After we sketched our pots, we got to make them using the clay! It felt sticky 

and cold but we all managed to make our pots. They turned out to be quite the 

masterpieces – if I do say so myself!  

They are now all drying and they will go into the kiln next week. Sometime in 

November, everyone who attended this session will come again to paint and 

glaze their pots. 

I cannot wait for the next time! Thank you to all of the teachers who helped out: 

Miss Madden, Mrs Brewster and Mr Brewster- it would not have been the same 

without you! 

By Lily Wilson 
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White Court 21/10/15—Design and Technology 
 

First we came in and sat on the chairs but before that we signed in with Mr Ellis and 

then put on our name labels.  

After that we rotated around on the tables to look at some pictures and get some 

ideas so we could design a two course meal that we were going to make later on.  

Next we got into pairs to design our food.  

Thirdly we could start to make our food. My partner and I were going to make a 

pretty bowl of pasta and a terrific trifle. After we made them, we got to try them. 

They were so yummy. I loved them!  

When it was time to go home, we were told we could take our meals with us, “Yay!” 

said everybody, especially me! 

My five start rating: ***** - It was a great experience! 

By Rose Thorpe 
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White Notley 28/11/15—KS1 Maths 

The children were very busy helping Father Christmas in organising presents, crackers and 

delivery routes for Christmas Eve.  Lots of fun was had, and lots of brains worked very hard! 

They were beautifully behaved, so we are certain that Father Christmas will be visiting them 

all on Christmas Eve! 

 

I liked the bauble puzzle. You had to make the same number of 

baubles in each row across and down—Finlay 

 

I liked the tangrams.  I had to make Christmas pictures with 

shapes—Finn 
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 Tabor Academy—Secondary Masterclasses 14/11/2015 

On Saturday 14th November, students from Notley High School, Tabor Academy and Alec 

Hunter gathered together to experience a range of masterclasses. 

Science: A Birthday Cake Mix-Up 

All the students enjoyed the experiments and learned how to test for sugar.  

“It was fun to use the Bunsen burners!”   

“I did enjoy it because it was something I had never done before.” 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Food Tech: Love Food Hate Waste – Winter warming soups and breads 

 

 

 

Technology: Electronics – Making electronic dice 

The students made electronic dice from a kit. They had a fantastic time soldering and 

piecing together the components for the dice, which they then were able to take home. 

 

 

 

 

English: Creative Writing – short story writing 

“I did enjoy it because I love writing stories.”   “I learnt more techniques.”   “It was 

fun and thought provoking, as well as engaging.”   “It was so much fun to write a 

new story with the new techniques.”   
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CALENDAR FOR 2015—2016 

Schools will receive an email inviting students to attend nearer the time of the course.  The email 

will give full course details and confirm requirements. 

14th January Meeting Notley High School 

6th February Music for KS2 

  
White Court Primary 

6th February History for Yr. 4 

  
White Court Primary 

12th March Activity for KS1 

  
White Notley Primary School 

19th March Secondary Saturday Morning 

  
Notley High School 

      

Easter holiday 

31st March and 1st 
April 

Two day course Notley High School 

      

23rd April Notley High for primary school 
children 

  

Notley High School 

Date TBC Meeting Notley High School 
  

7th May P.E. for year 5 White Court Primary 

  

7th May Geography White Court Primary 

  

7th May Balls Skills Lyons Hall Primary 

  

Date TBC GIFT Residential Weekend 

  
Cambridgeshire 

Summer Term Masterchef Competition All schools 

  

25th June Activity for KS1 

  
White Notley Primary 

Date TBC Secondary Saturday Morning 

  
Alec Hunter Academy 

Date TBC Masterchef final Alec Hunter Academy 

  


