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TANGO continues to go from strength to strength…. 

Welcome to the latest edition of the TANGO newsletter, 

celebrating the fantastic work of our most able children in 

Braintree.  TANGO has continued to grow and so far this 

year, we have had almost 500 children from twenty 

schools attend our courses.  A massive achievement 

considering we are only two thirds of the way through the  

school year! Thank you to all the teachers that have given 

their time to provide the exciting courses we have offered 

and to all schools for advertising these to the children and 

their families. 
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Music Scheme Pilot a Great Success 
Ten children from White Court Primary School have been receiving music lessons 

funded by TANGO.  Recent years have seen a decline in the number of children 

coming to secondary school who can play an instrument, impacting on the extra 

curricular activities these schools can offer and the enriching experience this 

creates.  The children were each loaned an instrument and accessories needed to 

get started and they loved it!  Eight are now funding their own lessons and have gone on to 

purchasing their own instruments.  The school will now look to continue providing instrumental 

lessons which will give opportunities to other children. It has also agreed to use pupil premium 

funding to provide instruments and lessons for eligible children.  TANGO will be looking to offer 

this scheme to other schools in Braintree next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Court Primary School 06/02/16—History 

I did a History Tango lesson on Saturday 6th February 2016. We learnt all about archaeology and 

did lots of inspiring activities throughout the morning. We designed and drew our own site 

maps and made models with dough, including rubbish pits, the floor of the dwelling and other 

things. Everyone had a special theme, mine was mosaic tiles, but they didn’t guess it! We then 

covered our models with sand for the other groups to excavate. It was all very exciting and I 

would like to say thank you to Mr Ellis, Miss Castleman and Mrs Baker.  
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White Court Primary School 06/02/16—Music  

A group of pupils from local schools all joined together on Saturday 6th February 

to create a musical masterpiece.  They started with some sight reading, which 

they all tackled with enthusiasm and determination.  After this, they had the 

chance to compose the ending of the music. Working in groups, they each 

composed a melody line to fit with the accompaniment.  Following a quick run 

through, the pupils performed the completed work of music like professional 

musicians.  A very big well done to all who took part! 

Miss Lomas & Miss Ager 

 

On Saturday 6th February 2016, I went to a TANGO Music session at White 

Court School- it was really fun.  I made a new friend and I learnt lots such as 

composing music and playing as part of a group.  I thoroughly recommend any 

gifted and talented sessions to anyone who is offered it. 

Beatrice, Year 6 
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Secondary Masterclasses—19/03/2016 

This term it was the turn of Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form to host the masterclasses for 

secondary school aged students.  Students from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form, Alec Hunter and 

Tabor Academy joined together to take part in four workshops aimed at giving students the opportunity to 

study a topic in more depth over the course of three hours. 

 

Journalism for Year 8 —Led by Mrs Sutton 

Students looked at a range of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers and explored features 
found within journalist writing. They then became journalists themselves, writing a 
range of articles, and also acting as editors of their own newspapers, working to tight 
deadlines.  An example of work is on the following page. 

Archaeology for Year 8—Led  by Miss Owst 

Students were given a series of archaeological and historical tasks to explore different 
eras.   Faced with a skeleton, and other archaeological finds, students used enquiry skills 
to piece together the facts about the people of that time and who they really were.  

Electricity and Circuits for Year 7—Led by Mr Bridgwater 

Students had the fantastic opportunity to take part in an electricity masterclass.  They 

learnt the correct way to set up circuits and to measure current and voltage.  They 

discovered the difference between series and parallel circuits, how current and voltage 

differ in components in series and parallel circuits and how voltage affects the 

brightness of a bulb. 

Philosophy for Children for Year 7—Led by Miss Mallam 

P4C gives students the opportunity to develop their discussion skills through enquiry and 
the exploration of ideas. Students are able to speak and be listened to, without fear of 
getting an answer wrong. All voices are heard, giving students the possibility of seeing 
that their ideas have value, and that others have different ideas that have value too. 
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Pipes in local schools freeze as chilling weather hits UK! 

Reporter: Zoe Rowe Pearce 

Head teachers across the 

UK are devastated as they 

regret to tell pupils to ‘stay 

at home’.  Due to the 

sudden decline in 

temperature in the South 

East of England, pipes in 

schools have frozen over.  

Schools have had to shut as 

students will be extremely 

cold and therefore 

uncomfortable throughout 

their day. 

‘This is causing so much 

disruption to the students, 

parents and teachers plans’ 

‘Today, I was supposed to be at work completing a major project with 

a deadline.  However, I can't do this as I have to care for my child’ says 

an annoyed parent from Notley High School.  Technicians are doing 

everything they can to unfreeze the pipes but the weather is not 

helping.  Snow is coming down and storms are on the way.  Teachers 

don’t know how long it will be before they can teach again. 
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White Notley Primary School 12/3/16—Science 
 

We had a super morning exploring and experimenting. The children took 

part in a range of practical activities investigating different aspects of 

Science and analytical thinking. They worked well in teams to complete the 

different challenges. They looked at chemical reactions to make a volcano 

explode, floating and mass, and designed some helicopters to fly to name a 

few activities. A very busy, sunny morning; well done to all the children who 

attended, you were superstars! 
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Year 7 Easter Able and Talented Days 

On Thursday 31st March and Friday 1st April,  78 students from Notley High School & Braintree 

Sixth Form, Tabor Academy and Alec Hunter Academy, were invited to take part in four 

masterclasses that they rotated around.   

The first, led by Mrs Pringle, gave students an opportunity to develop first aid skills.  They 

focussed on learning the recovery position, CPR, chocking, how to bandage a wound and apply a 

sling.  The second, delivered by Mr Ball, looked at computer programming, and students had 

great fun generating Shakespearean insults.  Mrs Wager’s session looked at the Normandy 

landings and the men that took part.  Students researched the different groups of people involved 

in D-Day and went on to produce their own propaganda film.  Finally Mrs Carter’s groups 

developed their ability to use imagination in creative writing.  They focussed on a gothic genre to 

extend their vocabulary and achieve specific effects.  Examples follow on the next page. 

Much of the work covered in these sessions went far beyond that studied in KS3.  I'd like to say a 

big thank you to the teachers that gave their time to lead these sessions. It was clear from the 

evaluations that students really enjoyed the opportunity to take part. 
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Creative writing in a gothic genre… 

 

The candle flickered, casting shadows across the room.  The light reflected off the wine 

glasses that were set out neatly, ready for the next meal that never came.  Dust had settled 

over the room like fresh snow that had fallen overnight, only that it was grey.  Rain knocked 

on the window and lightening lit up the room and then left it in darkness.  A raven crowed in 

the distance and another pecked impatiently at the glass.  A black cat darted across the room 

chasing a rat.  It must of got in when I opened the door.  I listened to my breath in the 

abandoned mansion to reassure myself….    (by Molly) 

 

 

I woke up confused, where was I?  The room was empty but it had a spine-chilling 

atmosphere.  A dusty bookshelf caught my eye.  Cautiously I got up and stared at a brown 

leather, nameless book. 

The drips of water against the window gave me shivers that covered my body.  Shaking the 

fear off, I grabbed the book to examine it.  Within the blink of an eye, I was transported to a 

dim lit room. 

I felt like I was being watched but I thought nothing of it.  A daunting skull seemed to stand 

out.  It was lit by sparkling moon light.  The light bounced onto a doll sitting on a trinket 

box.  My normal reaction would have been to leave, but as if a spell had been put on me, I 

was drawn to the mysterious objects.  Examining them closely, the artefacts seemed as 

ordinary as could be. 

Turning around to look for an exit, a soft breeze brushed against me.  The window was 

closed...creek.  I began to run away, but it was like my feet were glued to the floor.  I did a 

one hundred and eighty degree pivot. 

The doll was no longer there, instead a sinister little girl was standing still, staring at the 

same exact moonlit skull.  A gust of wind blew the hair off the girls face.   

Her eyes looked...haunted…      (by Agata) 
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Notley High School Primary Masterclasses—23/04/16 

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form hosted a number of masterclasses for students in 

Years 5 and 6.  The morning was filled with fun activities and all the children had an 

exciting and creative time.  These sessions are designed to help with the transition process 

between primary and secondary school, giving students a taste of what it might be like to be 

in Year 7. 

Children had the opportunity to take part in archaeology, electricity and philosophy 

masterclasses. 
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Sat 7th May Ball Skills Lyons Hall 

Throughout the summer term Masterchef Semifinals  

Sat 11th June Saturday Morning KS3 Alec Hunter Academy 

Sat 18th June PE  White Court Primary School 

Sat 18th June Geography White Court Primary School 

Sat 25th June Masterchef Final Alec Hunter Academy 

Sat 25th June KS1 Activity White Notley Primary School 

Still to Come... 

Schools will receive an email inviting students to attend nearer the time of the course.  The email 

will give full course details and confirm requirements. 

The Children’s University    
The Children’s University is an exciting and fun opportunity to encourage students to engage 

in out of school hours activities in order to broaden their horizons and in addition, to be 

rewarded for   attending fun learning activities beyond the school day.  The scheme is for 5 to 

14 year olds but older children can become involved as volunteers in Children’s University 

activities.   

Every child has a passport (that looks like the ‘old’ British passport) and collects stamps or 

signatures for every hour of accredited learning that they take part in.  An award ceremony 

will be held at least once a year to give out certificates (30 stamps will earn a bronze 

certificate).     

All TANGO activities are accredited by the Children’s University so that children going along 

to the Saturday morning sessions can collect a stamp/signature.   

For more information look at the websites: www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 

www.essexchildrensuniversity.co.uk Or contact your local coordinator:   Judith Harvey   

judithharvey@btinternet.com 

 

    


