
TANGO has certainly gone from strength to strength over the last year and 

the number of students involved with our masterclasses has grown 

considerably. This newsletter will celebrate the fantastic participation made by 

those students, and will showcase some of the work created.  Thank you to all 

staff involved in leading these masterclasses, and to all the schools that 

advertise our courses. 

 

White Court Primary 25/01/14—French 
 

This was a very successful morning with the children being the strongest ever 
seen in such an event. In total 16 children attended from 5 local primary 
schools. 

Commencing with a successful bonding session, the children gained confidence 
quickly and new friendships were formed. They participated in all the songs 
and practical activities with enthusiasm and all evaluation forms were 
completed by the children commenting that they ‘really enjoyed’ the session. 
The behaviour from all children was exemplary and a credit to all the schools 
involved. 

On their evaluations, all children said they 
had enhanced their knowledge and skills in 
the subject and would like to take part in 
more activities like this one. 

Led by J Ninian and J Clarke 
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White Court Primary 25/01/14—Science 
This was a fun, action packed session where the children got to be 
real scientists for the morning! Dressed in their protective shirts, they 
created a variety of mixtures to test with their own pH scales (made 
earlier in the session). The scientists were fascinated to discover 
which substances were acidic and which were alkaline and they also 
tested the strength of these acid and alkali solutions. They worked 
very hard to perform neutralisations too and it was very evident that 
all children’s subject knowledge was extended during the session as 
they all could describe exactly what had been learnt on their 
evaluation forms. 

In total, 19 children attended from 10 local primary schools. The 
children were very well behaved, polite and enthusiastic to learn. All 
children involved ‘enjoyed’ or ‘really enjoyed’ the session and were 
also keen to take part in more of these sessions. 

Led by C Ellis and C Pearson 

 

Another two successful TANGO mornings at White Court. Our next 
sessions are History and ICT on Saturday 10 May 2014. 

White Notley Primary 22/03/14—KS1 Literacy 

We had a really enjoyable morning looking at how we can make our 

writing more interesting and experimenting with changing well 

known traditional tales to make new stories. The children all 

produced some high quality story writing, and stretched their 

imaginations to think up new characters and plots.   

Some examples of their stories can be seen on page 3. 

Well done everyone! 

Led by R Baugh 

 

Thomas, John Ray Infants – “I want to do this every weekend!” 

Tahlia, Notley Green – “I’ve had a good time, I’ve never written a 

story like this before.” 
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A story based on The 3 Little Pigs by Daanyaal, from Lyons Hall 

One summers day in a luscious green forest, not like today, there lived a family of 4 

dinosaurs, 1 dad and 3 little boys. One peaceful day, the three tiny Triceratops decided 

to build their own place to live. So they set off “but look out for the huge mean T-Rex”  

Dad scaredly bellowed after them.  Meanwhile, the T-Rex was woken by the scent of the 

Triceratops.  “I might have to have those three for breakfast”……    

 

A story based on Goldilocks and the 3 Bears  by Thomas, from John Ray Infants 

On a sunny day there lived a brave and bold boy named Thomas and he decided to go 

out for a little fly.  Suddenly he saw a mammoth mid air in flight.  He smelt a colossal 

bowl of shreddies and he flew as fast as a flash.  When he got there, it turned out to be 

a massive bowl and two small bowls. He gobbled them up greedily.  10 minutes later he 

needed a snooze – “zzzzzzzzzz”….. 
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Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form   

22/03/14—Primary Masterclasses 

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form hosted a number of masterclasses for students in 

Year 6.  The morning was filled with fun activities and all the children had an exciting and 

creative time.  These sessions are designed to help with the transition process between primary 

and secondary school, giving students a taste of what it might be like to be in Year 7. 

 

Spanish—Led by C Jones and L Harries from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Students were introduced to relevant Spanish vocabulary based around the colours and 

animals. They read fairy tales as a group and completed relevant activities. Students produced 

their own storybook to describe their favourite animal character from one of the tales. 
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French—led by A Harris and L Rouze from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Students had the opportunity to read and write fun French stories. Students listened to 

French stories targeted at primary level and after studying topics and vocabulary around 

them, for example parts of the body, clothes and colour, they made their own story books 

that they could take back to their school and read to their teachers and friends. 
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History Detectives —led by H Beadle from Braintree Museum 

This workshop focused on developing students’ historical enquiry skills.  

Students looked at local history and investigated the lives of the people of 

Braintree in the Victorian era.  Students then applied the techniques of 

historical enquiry to explore artifacts and documents to uncover the past. 

They then presented their findings in the style of a historical documentary 

aimed at children. 

 

 

Electronics —led by N Bridgwater from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Students had the fantastic opportunity to take part in an electronics 

masterclass.  They learnt the correct way to set up circuits and to measure 

current and voltage.  They discovered the difference between series and 

parallel circuits, how current and voltage differ in components in series 

and parallel circuits and how voltage affects the brightness of a bulb. 
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Music Technology —led by C Harris from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Students learnt how to play a song using GarageBand on the iPad.   They familiarised 

themselves with the app and completed tasks to develop their aural and ensemble skills. 

Students were then asked to perform the song as a group.  They then had the opportunity to 

compose their own piece to a brief and performed it at the end. 

 

 
                               

  

Creative Writing —led by K Hollingsworth from Notley Green Primary School 

Children looked at writing poetry based upon the theme of ‘Weather’. They discussed, 

analysed and applied poetic devices such as personification, metaphor, juxtaposition and 

enjambment to their writing. Music, video footage and artwork were used to stimulate ideas. 

Some examples of their work can be seen on  

page 8. 
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How to Make a Storm by Aimee (Terling) 
 
Take, 
The terrifying roar of lightening 
And the slap of parents—how rosy, 
Red and painful 
For its voice. 
 
Take, 
The sharp strike of fire 
And the menacing devil 
About to strike 
For its coat. 
 
Take,  
The bang of a light bulb 
About to explode 
And the fierce fight of a tiger 
For its voice. 
 
Take, 
The screaming sound of hard winter bliz-
zard 
And an angry lion, 
About to pounce on its prey 

Lightening by Alex (Rayne) 

Lightening is like a tigers claw, slicing through 

the sky.  It bellows ‘shout to me thunder’ with 

a menacing frown. 

It bolts down to Earth and nests its territory 

with fire, luminous lightening slicing sky. 

Slice! Flash! Boom! Flicker! 

It’s leaving of fire smoulders through the 

Earth’s skin, 

Oh, how I wish you’d glide away.  You’re 

barking up the wrong tree, Earth is your friend. 

Your fire smoulders Earth’s outer layer with its 

ferocious heartless glow. 

Why us? We ask to be trapped as your 

treacherous foe?  

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form  

15/03/14—Secondary Masterclasses 

This term it was the turn of Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form to host the masterclasses for secondary 

school aged students.  Students from Notley, together with Alec and Tabor got together to take part in six 

workshops aimed at giving them the opportunity to study a topic in more depth over the course of three hours. 

 

Python Programming for Year 8 —Led by R Pillai 
Python is a programming language which is very easy to use. This high-level computing 
language is used in many of the GCSE courses. Students looked at basic theory in computing 
and then moved on to creating user-friendly simple programs. This course hopefully gave 
students an insight into the world of computing.  
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Journalism for Year 9 —Led by H Smith 
 

Students looked at a range of broadsheet and tabloid newspapers and explored 
features found within journalist writing. They then became journalists themselves, 
writing a range of articles, and also acting as editors of their own newspapers, 
working to tight deadlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italian for Year 9 —Led by A Harris 
 

Students were given the opportunity to learn some basic Italian and explore the culture. They 
completed various fun activities, as well as sampling some delicious Italian treats, and 
completed the workshop by having a go at a ‘speed dating’ style scenario, where they 
described themselves using their newly learnt Italian vocabulary. 
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Archaeology for Year 7—Led by C Owst  

 
Students were given a series of archaeological/
historical tasks to explore different eras.   Faced 
with a skeleton, and other archaeological finds, 
students used enquiry skills to piece together the 
facts about the people of that time and who they 
really were. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Philosophy for Children—Led by E Mallam 
P4C gives students the opportunity to develop their discussion skills through enquiry and the 
exploration of ideas. Students are able to speak and be listened to, without fear of getting 
an answer wrong. All voices are heard, giving students the possibility of seeing that their 
ideas have value, and that others have different ideas that have value too. 
 
Spanish for Year 9 —Led by C Jones 
Students looked at well known stories to complete grammar activities that would improve 
their work.  Students performed a scene from the story and had the chance to write a scene 
of their own.  
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Would you like to get your school involved? 

If your school is not already involved with TANGO, the partnership meets once a term at 

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.  We are a group of teachers from various 

primary and secondary schools who aim to provide extension and enrichment activities for 

our most able and talented students within the Braintree area.   

All schools are welcome to attend the meetings and we would be very pleased to hear of any 

suggestions for new events that we could add to the calendar. We are always looking for 

new staff to run sessions, so if you think you have something you can offer, please get in 

touch via michelle.robb@notleyhigh.com (TANGO Co-ordinator – based at Notley High 

School & Braintree Sixth Form). 

All schools in Braintree receive invitations to send students, via their admin/enquiries email 

addresses, so please look out for them, and hopefully we will meet some of your able and 

talented students in the summer term! 

 

Calendar 2013—2014 (All dates are provisional) 

Sat 10th May Year 5 History 

Year 4 ICT  

 

White Court Primary  

Thurs 15th May 

 

Meeting 3.45pm – 4.30pm Notley High School & 

Braintree Sixth Form 

Fri16th – Sun 18th May Year 7 and 8 GIFT residential  

weekend  

Hatfield Peveral  

Sat 21st June 

 

Secondary Masterclasses Alec Hunter Academy 

Sat 21st June Primary Masterclasses White Notley Primary 

 

Thurs 26th June Meeting 3.45pm – 4.30pm Notley High School & 

Braintree Sixth Form 

Sat 5th July Masterchef Final Alec Hunter Academy 

 


