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T A N G O   

C O - O R D I N A T O R  

M I C H E L L E  R O B B  

Contact email: 

michelle.robb@notley

high.com 

Working together with: 

The Children’s University 

 

 

Summer 2014…. 
This term has proved to be a varied and busy time for TANGO.  This newsletter will celebrate the 

fantastic participation made by students who have taken part in the masterclasses, and will 

showcase some of the work created.  Thank you to all staff involved in leading these masterclasses, 

and to all the schools that advertise our courses.  We are always looking for new and exciting 

courses that we can offer Braintree children.  If you have any ideas, contacts or could offer 

something yourself, please contact Michelle Robb (michelle.robb@notleyhigh.com) 

 

White Court Primary 10/05/2014—History 
This was a fun, creative session where the children got to be budding          

archaeologists for the morning! After researching typical Iron Age dwellings, 

the children designed their own constructions and converted them into site 

plans. Everyone was very excited to replicate their plans in salt dough and 

thought carefully about how to represent the past. 

After covering their excavation sites with sand, 

they worked tirelessly to unearth a different 

group’s hidden treasures. Children then 

interpreted their peers’ work and   attempted to 

sketch a site plan for it. There were many laughs 

when the children realised the teachers had 

secretly informed some of the groups to  include 

anomalies. 

In total, 15 children attended from nine local 

primary schools. The children were well behaved, 

polite and eager to learn. All children involved 

‘enjoyed’ or ‘really enjoyed’ the session and were 

also keen to take part in similar activities. One child even commented ‘Why 

can’t school be like this?’ 

Led by C Ellis and C Pearson 
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White Court Primary 10/05/2014—ICT 

 
This was a very successful morning with the 

children demonstrating a high level of computing 

knowledge. After getting to know each other, the 

children gained confidence quickly and new 

friendships were formed. They were introduced 

to the LOGO software and discovered how to 

input instructions. Their main challenge was to 

instruct the ‘turtle’ to create an image. The 

children produced creative results ranging from a 

house to a robot! All children were excited 

throughout the session and really enjoyed their 

morning, evaluating the lesson as ‘enjoyed’ or ‘really enjoyed’.  

Led by G Goodwin and K Dunn 

 

Year 8 Easter Able and Talented Days  

On Thursday 10th and Friday 11th March, 72 students from Notley High 

School & Braintree Sixth Form, Tabor Academy and Alec Hunter 

Academy, were invited to take part in 4 masterclasses that they rotated 

around over the course of the two days. The first, led by Mrs Harries, used 

the French language to create a short video. Students studied French 

video clips and then created and edited their own scripts or stories and 

performed these to the camera. The second, led by Mr Lee from Alec 

Hunter, gave students the opportunity to study earthquakes, while Mr 

Potter's class looked at chemical reactions. The final class led by Miss 

McKenna from Tabor Academy, focussed on developing the students 

creative writing skills.  Much of the work covered in these sessions went far 

beyond that studied in KS3 and even touched on areas covered in KS5.  

I'd like to say a big thank you to the teachers that gave their time to lead 

these sessions. It was clear from the evaluations that students really 

enjoyed the opportunity to take part in the activities and on the next 

page, you can see photos from the two days. 

M Robb 
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GIFT Residential Weekend, May 2014   

 
 

 

GIFT is a company that provides activities for the exceptionally able, gifted 

and talented child. It runs both residential and non-residential courses for 

gifted children of all ages with a unique resource base of specialists 

providing over four hundred different extension courses for every 

imaginable discipline from archaeology to zoophysics.  Recently 15 Year 7 

and 8 students from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form,  Alec 

Hunter Academy and Tabor Academy attended a weekend residential 

course. 

 

Report by Kirsty Neilson Year 7 

 

I had a great weekend at the Gift Residential because I made lots of good 

new friends. When I first came I think everyone settled in well because at 

night after unpacking we played games to help us get to know each other 

and they were fun as well. The activities were also very fun and enjoyable. 

I loved it and I am going to the GIft Residential again.  

 

Report by Ben Truman Year 7 

 

I had lots of fun at Hatfield Peverel on the GIFT weekend. We got to choose 

from three workshops for each day. On the first day I did animating. We 

got to make our own short videos by making models out of plasticine, 

moving the plasticine models then taking a photo of it and putting them 

all together using a computer program. We also went on a hike in the 

evening around some of the village. On the second day I did a drama 

activity all about physical theatre. In the drama activity we got to create 

little performances in groups to show the rest of the people in the drama 

session. One of the performances was mime and we had to pretend we were 

stuck in a glass box and show a way to escape. 
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White Notley Primary School 21/06/2014—Art 

We had a lovely busy morning together. We began by looking at some famous 

artists and the techniques they use to create their art, and then spent the rest of the 

morning trying out their techniques. We collaged like Matisse, pointed like Seurat, 

washed seascapes across paper like Van Gogh and experimented with watercolours. 

Robert, Notley Green – “I liked the watercolours, I liked blending” 

Madeleine, John Ray – “I like the pointillism, you had to be very patient” 

Esme, Lyons Hall – “I liked the still life, I liked copying the objects” 

Callum – “I liked doing the crayons (oil pastels). You could do what you wanted. I 

tried out different techniques today” 

Many thanks to R Baugh and M Hill 
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Braintree Masterchef 2014 
 
During the summer term cluster semi-finals took place for the Masterchef 2014 competition.  The 
winners will go through to the final held at Alec Hunter Academy on Saturday 5th July.  One Year 5 
and one Year 6 student from each of the Braintree primary schools was invited to cook a healthy 
dish of their choice in an hour. Students could spend no more than £5.00 on ingredients. 
 
This year's competitors produced food of an exceptionally high standard and included a variety of 
tasty delights.  Sadly there could only be one winner for each of the year groups for each cluster.   
Congratulations to the following semi-finalists: 
 

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form Cluster 

Year 5—Lucy Hagger from White Court 

Year 6—Imogen McClure from John Ray 

Year 7—Emily Stirrup from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Year 8—TBC  

 

Alec Hunter Academy Cluster 

Year 5— Lydia Razzell from Lyons Hall 

Year 6— Alex Clarke from Lyons Hall 

Year 7— TBC 

Year 8— TBC 

 

Tabor Academy Cluster 

Year 5—Clarice Drury from Bocking 

Year 6—Cosette Wootton from Bocking 

Year 7—Talia Reeve from Tabor Academy 

Year 8—TBC 

 
Many thanks to all the schools that took part and to the Food Technology departments that helped 
to organise the competition. 
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Braintree Masterchef 2014—Semi Final Report by Tabor Academy 19/06/2014 

Talia Reeve, Year 7 Masterchef semi-final winner, made steamed fish with salsa, steamed new 

potatoes and seasonal vegetables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leiani Fletcher made chicken kiev while Glen Lewis made fresh pasta with quorn, new potatoes, 

seasonal vegetables, creamed spinach, ragu sauce and salad. 

What a fantastic competition and well done to all who took part. Glen Lewis came joint runner-

up with ‘Highly Commended’ for originality and skill level. Only his final presentation let him 

down.  Leiani Fletcher was also joint runner-up with her chicken dish for a fantastic flavour 

combination and producing a very hearty meal. She was pipped at the post by Talia Reeve with 

her bright and lively steamed fish and salsa meal, a very healthy option both flavoursome and 

aesthetically pleasing. A brilliant way to tie in with National Fish Week! 

White Notley Primary School 21/06/2014—Maths 

The children were given a range of problems to solve using their mathematical problem 

solving skills.  Children worked in groups on tasks ranging from money based problems, 

to capacity, to time. They developed their skills of using systematic methods to solving 

their problems.  All children did a double thumbs up for it had been fantastic and they 

had learnt a lot. 

“It was a really good experience to do Maths with different teachers; the chocolate 
made it really good fun!" 
 
"I enjoyed measuring the length of long jumps and then calculating the differences 

between the athletes; we had to convert the measurements and decide who the winner 

was!" 

Led by B Black L Whitwell  
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Alec Hunter Academy—21/06/2014 

Producing an advert led by Mr Artus 

In this workshop  students produced an advert for a popular soft drink. They worked to a 

specific brief as a professional advertising agency would. Students analysed a number of 

popular adverts to identify key cinematic and editing techniques that they could employ. 

Students then used a Canon 6d Rig to film their advert before using professional software 

to edit their final product. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Design Workshop led by Miss Powell 

Students had to design and build a CD case for a current band or solo artist using a range 

of familiar and new skills. Students analysed a variety of CD cases learning different 

techniques of folded case design before going on and making their own designs using at 

least two of the techniques learnt. 
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Get Creative With Pasta led by Mrs Bartlett 

 

Students learnt how to make their own pasta. This involved making the fresh pasta using 

specialist ingredients. They then rolled and shaped their pasta using a pasta machine 

before finally cooking and serving with a delicious pepper and mushroom sauce. 

 
 
                                            

  
 

First aid led by Mrs Pringle 

The session started on computers with students taking a certificated online course in First 

Aid. After the session online, students paired up and then put theory into practice, using 

a variety of techniques to treat a range of injuries using, in some cases, everyday 

objects i.e. making a splint for a broken arm from a magazine. 
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Computer Science Led by Mr Stanford 

This workshop looked at what makes a computer work.  Students looked at all the main 

components of a computer then got their hands on building the computers and installing 

operating systems. Students then looked at what the operating system does on a 

computer, seeing how it manages the hardware they have installed. Students then 

networked the computers they had built and used this to run Minecraft.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car maintenance 101 Led by Mr McKenna 

The session started with looking at what is needed to keep a car roadworthy, safe and 

legal to drive. Students were then introduced to a range of tools and parts before the 

practical session started. During the practical session, students changed the oil filter, spark 

plugs and completed an oil change. 
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Date  Event Location 

Sat 20th September Forest Schools Session Bocking Church Street Primary School 

Sat 27th September Ball skills Course Lyons Hall Primary School 

Thurs 16th October Meeting 3.45 – 4.30 Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Sat 8th November PE 

Art 

White Court Primary School 

Sat 22nd November Secondary Masterclasses Tabor Academy 

Sat 22nd November KS1 with R Baugh 

KS2 with B Black 

White Notley Primary School 

   

Sat 24th January Science 

French 

White Court Primary School 

  

Sat 28th February KS1 with R Baugh 

KS2 with B Black 

White Notley Primary School 

Thurs 29th January Meeting 3.45 – 4.30 Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Sat 7th March Primary Masterclasses Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Sat 21st March Secondary Masterclasses Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

   

30th and 31st March Yr. 8 Easter Masterclasses Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

   

Sat 25th April History 

ICT 

White Court Primary School 

  

Thurs 7th May Meeting 3.45 – 4.30 Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

May DATE TO BE CONFIRMED Yr 7 and 8 GIFT residential week-

end – for 15 students 

Cardfields, Hatfield Peverel 

Thurs 4th June Meeting 3.45 – 4.30 Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Sat 6th June KS1 with R Baugh 

KS2 with B Black 

White Notley Primary School 

Sat 20th June  Secondary Masterclasses Alec Hunter Academy 

Sat 4th July Master Chef Final Alec Hunter Academy 

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR FOR 2014—2015 

These dates are provisional and therefore may change.  Schools will receive an email inviting 

students to attend nearer the time of the course.  The email will give full course details and 

confirm requirements. 


