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T A N G O   

C O - O R D I N A T O R  

M I C H E L L E  R O B B  

Contact email: 

michelle.robb@notley

high.com 

Working together with: 

The Children’s University 

 

 

Summer 2015…. 
This newsletter will celebrate the fantastic participation made by students who have taken part in 

the masterclasses, and will showcase some of the work created.  Thank you to all staff involved in 

leading these masterclasses, and to all the schools that advertise our courses.  We are always 

looking for new and exciting courses that we can offer Braintree children.  If you have any ideas, 

contacts or could offer something yourself, please contact Michelle Robb 

(michelle.robb@notleyhigh.com) 

 

White Court Primary 25/04/2015—Music 

This was White Court’s first ever music Saturday session and it was a triumph! 

The first activity allowed the children to demonstrate their knowledge of rhythm and 
skills of playing their various instruments. Everyone was very keen to join in and gained 
confidence quickly. The culmination of the morning was a group performance of a 
specially composed piece of music. The performance sounded brilliant! 

Children exhibited lots of enthusiasm and were eager to return for another session. On 
their evaluation forms, most children rated the experience 5/5! 

Led by H. Lomas and S. Ager 
 

 



P A G E  2  

 

White Court Primary 25/04/2015—History 

This was an enjoyable and inventive workshop where the pupils 
were given the chance to become archaeologists and develop their 
historical enquiry skills! Using Iron Age dwellings as their focus, the 
children drew site plans and converted them into mini-
archaeological sites. The highlight of the morning was when the 
children excavated each other’s buried villages. Finally children 
applied what they had learnt by representing what they had 
unearthed using their own site plans. 
  
The children were well-mannered, enthusiastic and eager to 
develop their skills. All children involved ‘enjoyed’ or ‘really enjoyed’ 
the morning. 

Led by C. Pearson and R. Wallis 
 

 

Year 8 Easter Able and Talented Days  

On Tuesday 31st March and Wednesday 1st April,  56 students from Notley 

High School & Braintree Sixth Form, Tabor Academy and Alec Hunter 

Academy, were invited to take part in four masterclasses that they 

rotated around over the course of the two days.  

The first, led by Miss D'Arcy-Hulusi, used creative thinking to develop and 

produce alternative uses for everyday items.  The second, delivered by 

Miss Ford, looked at the key conventions of playwriting, they then worked 

in groups to write their own original play, which they performed.  Mr 

Potter's class investigated chemical reactions and the final session led by 

Miss Old, looked at tectonic hazards such as earthquakes and created 

their own earthquake proof houses to consider how to volcano proof 

towns and cities. 

Much of the work covered in these sessions went far beyond that studied 

in KS3 and even touched on areas covered in KS5.  

I'd like to say a big thank you to the teachers that gave their time to lead 

these sessions. It was clear from the evaluations that students really 

enjoyed the opportunity to take part in the activities and on the next 

page, you can see photos from the two days. 

M. Robb 
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GIFT Residential Weekend, May 2014   

 
 

 

GIFT is a company that provides activities for the exceptionally able, gifted 

and talented child. It runs both residential and non-residential courses for 

gifted children of all ages with a unique resource base of specialists 

providing over four hundred different extension courses for every 

imaginable discipline from archaeology to zoophysics.  Recently 15 Year 7 

and 8 students from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form,  Alec 

Hunter Academy and Tabor Academy attended a weekend residential 

course. 

 

Report by Alistair Finbow (Tabor Academy)  
Once we arrived at GIFT we were shown to our dormitory and had to unpack our bags. 

There were 5 boys in my dormitory. After we had unpacked we wandered round the 

grounds to look at what was there. There was a little football field and tennis courts. 

We were called in for pizza. After that we played some games to get to know people 

that were there. 

The next day we did an activity about nature and plants. In the evening we made hot 

air balloons. 

The following day we flew the balloons and did an art activity. In the art activity we 

used many amazing paints that changed colour. 

 

Report by Zoe Rowe-Pearce (Tabor Academy)  
 

This was probably the most thrilling weekend of my life! We had so much fun, it was 

epic. Each day, we did amazing activities which you decide beforehand – I love how 

you are given three choices. The leaders make it so much fun, you are never sitting 

down writing boring passages (like you do at school!). Instead you are outside in the 

fresh air collecting nature samples, making up plays, and finding clues in a treasure 

hunt. It can be referred to as a big orphanage for children under 15. The adults are 

kind and supportive as well as educational and firm. You get breaks every 45 

minutes where you can have a cuppa and a nice relaxing stroll in the sunshine. I loved 

GIFT! 
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Report by Jessica Tomalin (Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form)  

I went on a talent camp trip with two other students from Notley High School. We went there 

for the weekend starting on a Friday. I was expecting us to be actually camping but instead 

we lived in a big house, it had games rooms and a tennis court. There was lots to do in our free 

time. You did activities and educational workshops. As well as making new friends and 

having a great time. 

I chose for the first day to do Shakespeare. I was expecting it to be quite boring. However, in 

actual fact it was very fun. I learnt Shakespearean insults and some famous quotes from 

Shakespeare’s plays. Luckily I was with the Izzy and Victoria (the two other Notley students) 

so I was right at home.  

For the next day I did more scientific activities but with a bit of art added in. We went outside 

and collected plants and different colourful flowers and used a special light to see what 

colours they were made up of. Then afterwards we did painting with special paints that 

changed colour depending on heat and light.  

During the weekend I made many friends and have kept in contact with them today.  

If you have the opportunity to go on this trip yourself, don’t be worried that you don’t know 

anybody going on the trip, take the opportunity and go. You’ll miss out otherwise! 

 

White Notley Primary School 20/06/205—Geography Field Study Skills 

Year 2 children had an exciting morning developing their field study skills in 

geography and history using the local area around White Notley Primary School. 

Within the grounds of the local parish church and the school, the children carried 

out a range of survey work using map skills, field sketching, compass work and 

‘tracking and trailing’. 

Led by L. Parkes and M. Hill 
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Braintree Masterchef 2015 
 

During the summer term, semi-finals took place for the Masterchef 2015 
competition.  The winners from each cluster then went through to the final held at 
Alec Hunter Academy on Saturday 4th July.  One Year 5 and one Year 6 student 
from each of the Braintree primary schools was invited to cook a healthy dish of 
their choice in an hour.  The Braintree secondary schools also held a competition 
for Year 7 and 8.  Students could spend no more than £5.00 on ingredients. 
 
This year's competitors cooked food of a very high standard and we were pleased 
to see a range of dishes produced.   
 
The results of the semi-finals were as follows: 
 

Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form Cluster 

Year 5     Ruby Thorpe from White Court 

Year 6     Nick Bacon from White Notley 

Year 7     Millie McVetis from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

Year 8     Max Fisher from Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form 

 

Alec Hunter Academy Cluster 

Year 5 

Year 6    Jamie Greenaway from Cressing School 

Year 7    Taylor Healey from Alec Hunter 

Year 8    Anna Jenkins from Alec Hunter 

 

Tabor Academy Cluster 

Year 5    Matthew Pack from John Bunyan 

Year 6    Baris Dincer from John Bunyan 

Year 7    Zoe Rowe-Pearce from Tabor 

Year 8    No participants 

 

 

Following the final, the winners were announced as: 
Year 5   Ruby Thorpe—Spicy chicken, rice and flat bread 

Year 6 Jamie Greenaway—Roast cod, wrapped in smoky bacon, with lemon 

mayonnaise and roasted jersey potatoes 

Year 7   Taylor Healey—Pesto chicken with homemade wedges and mixed salad 

Year 8  Anna Jenkins—Mexican chicken with homemade guacamole in a tortilla 

basket 

 

Each winner received a trophy and £10 Amazon voucher. 

 

Many thanks to all the schools that took part and to the Food Technology 
departments that helped to organise the competition. 
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Alec Hunter Academy—27/06/2014 

On Saturday 27th June, students from Notley High School, Alec Hunter Academy 

and Tabor Academy were invited to take part in three masterclasses. 

 

Art, led by Mrs De Kadar  

Students were asked to research and investigate information about the local artist 

Edward Bawden.   

They developed skills in art using drawing, cutting (using Lino Cut tools), design, and 

printing (on a printing press). 

 

French, led by Ms Charlery 

With the changes planned for the new GCSE and with a view to developing 

spontaneous speaking skills, students were given the task of presenting their very 

own news report which included: 

Students’ Current Affairs 

Students’ views on the Academy/Improvements 

Clubs and activities offered at the Academy 

Future plans and career opportunities 

The weather forecast 

They were asked to research, investigate, interview people and present a 

comprehensive news podcast about life at Alec Hunter and in the community at 

large. 

  

Graphics, led by Ms Julie Powell 

Students had the opportunity to design and make a CD cover for a band of their 

choice, they investigated the significance of colour, fonts and materials when 

promoting products.  
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Student Evaluations 
 
I think that spending three hours on a Saturday morning in school, was a great 
way to get to use the art equipment in peace.  It gave me the time to feel more 
confident and positive about taking it as an option.  We learnt about a British 
painter, illustrator and graphic artist.  We used the lino cut technique to create a 
study.  It was quite difficult however I really enjoyed it and I hope we can do it 
again. 
 
On Saturday we learnt about French by making a newspaper.  We developed 
writing skills and team work skills because we had to work together.  It was a 
fun way of learning and I got to meet new people. 
 
On Saturday, I attended the graphics masterclass.  We had to design a CD 
cover.  I chose Katy Perry.  First we used the internet to plan and research ideas.  
I used different pictures and vanishing paint in my design to make it 3D.  I 
enjoyed it and I learnt new techniques.  I would definitely do this activity 
again. 
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PROVISIONAL CALENDAR FOR 2015—20156 

These dates are provisional and therefore may change.  Schools will receive an email inviting 

students to attend nearer the time of the course.  The email will give full course details and 

confirm requirements. 

Date Course Hosting School 

26th September 2015 

3rd October 2015 

17th October 2015 

  
More dates to follow 

  

Year 6 level 6 readers course in  
preparation for the KS2 SATS 

  
  

Notley High School (lead 
by Alison Kerrell) 

26th September 2015 

  
Forest School Bocking Primary 

Date TBC Meeting Notley High School 
  

  

26 September 2015  
  

Ball Skills 

  
Lyons Hall Primary 

10th October 2015 

  
Clay 

  
White Court Primary 

10th October 2015 

  
Chemistry 

  
White Court Primary 

14th November 2015 Secondary Saturday Morning 

  
Tabor Academy 

21st November 2015 

  
Clay White Court Primary 

21st November 2015 

  
D.T. White Court Primary 

28th November 2015 Activity for KS1 

  
White Notley Primary 

      

Date TBC Meeting Notley High School 
  

  

6th February 2016 

  
Music White Court Primary 

6th February 2016 

  
History White Court Primary 

12th March 2016 

  
Activity for KS1 White Notley Primary  

 

19th March 2016 

  
Secondary Saturday Morning Notley High School 
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Easter holiday 

31st March and 1st 
April 

Easter Year  two day courses 

  
  

Notley High School 

      

23rd April 2016 Notley High for primary school children 

  
Notley High School 

Date TBC Meeting Notley High School 
  

  

7th May 2016 P.E. for year 5 

  
White Court Primary 

7th May 2016 Geography 

  
White Court Primary 

7th May 2016 

  
Balls Skills Lyons Hall Primary 

Date TBC GIFT Residential Weekend 

  
Hatfield Peverel 

Summer Term Masterchef Competition NHS, Alec and Tabor 
with their cluster  
primary schools 

  

25th June 2016 Activity for KS1 

  
White Notley Primary 

June 2016 

Date TBC 

  

Secondary Saturday Morning 

  
Alec Hunter Academy 

Date TBC Masterchef final Alec Hunter Academy 

  

The Children’s University  
 

The Children’s University is an exciting and fun opportunity to encourage students to engage in out 

of school hours activities in order to broaden their horizons and in addition, to be rewarded for   

attending fun learning activities beyond the school day.  The scheme is for 5 to 14 year olds but older 

children can become involved as volunteers in Children’s University activities. 

 

Every child has a passport (that looks like the ‘old’ British passport) and collects stamps or signatures 

for every hour of accredited learning that they take part in.  An award ceremony will be held at least 

once a year to give out certificates (30 stamps will earn a bronze certificate).   

 

All TANGO activities are accredited by the Children’s University so that children going along to the 

Saturday morning sessions can collect a stamp/signature. 

 

For more information look at the websites: 

www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 

www.essexchildrensuniversity.co.uk 

Or contact your local coordinator:   

Judith Harvey   judithharvey@btinternet.com   


