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Headlines 

Summer Concert  

Earlier this week an audience of parents, friends and Governors enjoyed an evening of both modern 
and traditional music. The contrasting nature of the items was an especially pleasing feature of the 
concert. The pieces ranged from tunes taken from contemporary musicals to traditional classical items. 
It was clear an enormous amount of effort had gone into preparing and rehearsing for the concert. In 
total 70 pupils took part.  

My congratulations go to all the performers and particularly to Miss Smith and Miss Milton for all their 
hard work in organising the concert and preparing the pupils.  

Final scores  

At this time of year many of the sporting competitions which have been taking place over the winter 
months come to their conclusion. It has been excellent to see so many Notley teams winning through 
to the district finals in a number of different sports. In basketball the Year 8 won their district final 
against Honywood by 57 points to 20. The top scorers were L. Dicker Yr8, with 26 points and R. 
Haywood Yr8L, with 21. Year 9 meanwhile lost a closely fought final against Honywood. The top scorer 
for Notley was Craig Hughes Yr9, with 11 points.  

In football Year 11 lost an exciting final against John Bramston by a 3 to 1 score line. T.Gooday Yr11, 
scored Notley's goal. Year 9 lost to Tabor 1 to 5 with M.Hobley scoring Notley's goal. The Year 8 
football team however were victorious in their final against Tabor winning by a margin of 5 2. The 
scorers for Notley were T.Ogan Yr8, L.Royce Yr7, and M. Rendell Yr8. Year 10 also won their final 
against Hedingham with a 5 to 1 scoreline, the goals coming from C.Hughes Yr9, S.Flynn Yr10, 
M.Huntington Yr10, and B.Cunningham Yr10. Year 7 completed this run of victories with a 6 to 4 win 
over Honywood. The scorers were L.Royce Yr7, J.Laing Yr7, V.Quartermaine Yr7, R. Hardy Yr7 and 
S.Carey Yr7.  

My congratulations go to all the pupils involved and I am very grateful to Miss Gunn, Mr Callendar and 
Mr Ferguson for their commitment and dedication to their teams' success.  

Year 11 - the final straight  

Year 11 student's are now engaged in an intensive revision programme both within lessons and in their 
own time. I would like to take this opportunity to again remind Year l1 s about the on-line revision aids 
which are available over the internet. The school has now formally subscribed to "Sam Learning" which 
provides an extensive series of on-line revision papers across all the GCSE subjects. Many students are 
already reporting how helpful this resource is proving. The BBC website also provides in its Bitesize 
area a similar comprehensive set of revision questions.  

Year 11 have the potential to achieve some very good GCSE results in the summer and we all wish 
them the very best for the coming examinations. Even after the students have started study leave they 
are more than welcome to come into school and seek out their teachers for assistance on particular 
problems and difficulties. We shall also be running a series of revision sessions during half term. The 
programme for these revision sessions has been issued to the students.  

SATs for Year 9  

Year 9 meanwhile are about to start their national curriculum tests as well as school examinations. The 
"Sam Learning" on-line resource referred to above is also available for Year 9s. The pupils have also 
recently been given a very helpful revision guide. One of the objectives of the guide is to enable the 
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students to work out for themselves the most effective way to revise. This will not be the same for each 
pupil and I would very I much encourage Year 9s to work through the guide and find out which 
approach to revision is most suitable for them. In Tutor time, Form Tutors have been exploring how 
best to use the guide and giving important revision tips for the pupils.  

Lunchtime changes  

Last week a letter was issued to all parents from myself and the Headteachers of John Ray Junior and 
Infant Schools outlining our proposed changes to lunchtimes to take effect in September 2002. The 
letter is repeated later in the newsletter. I would repeat the invitation to any parent who wishes to 
make a point or raise a concern about the changes to write in to the school. A consultation meeting 
took place last night and I shall be writing about the points raised and the final decision in a later 
Newsletter.  

School Attendance and Education Welfare Officer (EWO)  

In the past Education Welfare Officers (EWO) have been managed directly by the Local Education 
Authority. This is now changing and the EWO is now being placed directly under the control of schools. 
The new EWO for both Notley and our partner primacy schools is Margaret Guy. Mrs Guy began work 
earlier this week and will be based at Notley where she will have an office. If pupils are going to 
achieve their academic potential at school it is vital they attend regularly. Under the new arrangements 
we anticipate that Mrs Guy will  

be able to work more frequently and more closely with pupils whose attendance is causing concern. In 
particular this will mean more contact with the pupils' family. Any parent who has a particular concern 
about their child's attendance is very welcome to contact Mrs Guy through the school office.  

Japanese Student  

In the autumn we very much hope that we will be able to host another Japanese student teacher at 
Notley. It is now nearly two years since Miss Sato spent a few months with us. Parents and friends will 
no doubt remember what an enormous success her visit was. Both in and out of the classroom she was 
able to provide pupils with an excellent insight into Japanese life and culture.  

We are now looking for a local family who could provide accommodation for a Japanese student. The 
student would be here for three to four months from November 2002. The host family would be paid 
approximately £80 per week. If anyone is interested in considering the possibility of acting as host then 
they should contact Mr Tucker, our International Links Coordinator, through the school office.  

Mr Pountney's Internet Challenge 

This week's challenge  

Last Issue for 5 MERITS I asked: How fast do cats purr? Answer: 26 cycles per second. Winner Natalie 
Page 8L  

Last issue for 2 MERITS I asked: What is KAKORRHAPHIOPHOBIA? Answer: The fear of failure. Winner 
- S. Ely 9T  

For 5 Merit: If a lump of gold the size of a matchbox was flattened out into a sheet, how big would it 
be? Answer to be printed from the internet with the address please.  

For 2 Merits: When is the Earth furthest from the sun?  

Sports News 

Year 8 Football  

Match report by T.Ogan, M.Rendell and T.Woolfenden  

On 23 April Yr8 had their cup final against local rivals Tabor. It was a very exciting game. At the 
beginning Tabor put us under a lot of pressure, but then Tom Ogan went through, turned and hit a 25 
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yard screamer right in the top corner. Five minutes later Tom struck again with a lovely slotted goal, 
which put us 2-0 up. Tabor then pulled one back with a lucky goal, which Aaron Root was unable to 
prevent from going in. We then went into half time leading 2-1.  

Straight into the second half, Lucas Royce went through and made it 3-1. A few minutes later Lucas 
scored again and made it 4-1. Notley had a big lead but we never sat back and we then made it 5-1 
when Aaron Grierson crossed one ball to Michael Rendell who slotted it past the keeper. Tabor grabbed 
a consolation goal, but Notley still ran out 5-2 winners.  

Year 10 Football  

Match report: Trevor Pell (Captain)  

A great season for the Yr10 football team resulted in us reaching the final to defend our trophy. On a 
rainy and windy day at White Notley football club we fought hard and were the dominant team 
throughout the game. When Craig Hughes opened the scoring there was no looking back and the 
whole team put in extra effort to make sure we won. Soon after Ben Cunningham added a second 
direct from a corner with the help of a freak gust of wind. A great passing movement between Trevor 
Pell and Sean Flynn set up Craig to slide home his second. Notley came out in the second half 
defending against a strong wind. Hedingham equalised with a long range effort, but straight away 
another passing move allowed Matt Huntingdon to secure our victory. Sean Flynn added a fifth to our 
tally from outside the penalty area.  

Well done to all the players and Mr Callendar. Final score 5-1 to Notley.  

TEAM: D.Hardy, L.Balogun, L.Cullen, J.Banks, R.Myers, T.Pell, S.Borham, S.Flynn, R.Bean, 
B.Cunningham, C.Hughes, A.Wheeler, M.Huntingdon, A.Walker.  

Pupils' Page 

This week's page is from the French Department, following the French Exchange last 
week..  

 
Last week, our partner school from France came 
to visit us in Braintree. They arrived on Sunday 21 
April at 7.30 in the evening. 

I was really nervous as I didn't know them very 
well. When they arrived I wasn't sure which one 
was my partner as I had never met them before. 
Once we were at home I was not nervous any 
more and I showed my partner around the house. 
After we had got acquainted and they had 
unpacked we played PlayStation. 

On Monday they followed us around the school, 
but they found it difficult to understand what was 
going on in the lessons. 

On Tuesday they visited the cabinet war rooms in 
London and saw some of the sights.. 

On Wednesday they went to see the Globe 
theatre, St Paul's Cathedral and the Tower of 
London. 

On Thursday we all went to Colchester to see the Dutch Quarters. We went shopping and 
we went bowling in the afternoon. 
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On Friday they went on a treasure hunt in Braintree. 

At the weekend we went to a theme park in Southend. We also went ice skating. 

Finally on Monday they left at 8.15 am. 

A.Craig 9Y 
T.Dank 9E 

On Sunday 21 April 2002, 17 English pupils and 24 French were involved in the exchange. 
My exchange student was called Coralie. When they arrived on Sunday they spent the 
evening with the host families. 

On Monday the pupils spent the day at school with us and on Tuesday and Wednesday the 
French pupils were on trips to London visiting Buckingham Palace, the Globe Theatre and 
several other places. 

On Thursday both French and English pupils went to Colchester for the day. In Colchester 
we went shopping, saw the Dutch Quarters and went 10 pin bowling. 

On Friday they spent the day at school with us again for first and last lesson. During 
lessons 2?4 they went on a treasure hunt in Braintree town centre.  

On Saturday our exchange students and me, Leann, Kirstie went shopping in Chelmsford. 

On Sunday we went to Cambridge. I thought it was a very fun week and I am looking 
forward to going over to France.  

A.Langstaff 9S 

Other News 

Calling All Budding Entrepreneurs  

Year 10 pupils who see themselves as a budding Richard Branson (Virgin) or Anita Roddick 
(Body Shop) are welcome to take part in an event organised by Link-Ed Ltd, a Chelmsford 
company specialising in business education in Essex. Five pupils from the school are 
needed to form a team, which will take part in a regional, all-day event in Duxford on 
Thursday 20 June 2002. Posters detailing the event are displayed around the school, but 
in brief, the day will offer challenges to pupils to explore and build their own vision for the 
future through working with older entrepreneurs and business people.  

So, what is the profile of an entrepreneur? Entrepreneurs are often viewed as mature 
intellectuals with almost mythical foresight, able to spot and exploit opportunities well 
before the rest of us. They are usually 'right brain' thinkers, creative and conceptual. They 
often find traditional learning difficult. Strangely enough, the 'ideal' type of pupil for this 
event might not be the typical 'A' grade calibre pupil. Characteristics of the entrepreneurial 
brain can work very differently from that of a pupil with good memory recall and is more 
likely to show some or all of the qualities below: 

Takes calculated risks  
Has a passion to succeed  
Comes up with new ideas or improves on someone else's  
Solves problems by thinking laterally  
Does not accept current sets of rules  
Has good social skills  
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Is a stubborn, self?believer  
Has a flair for team leadership  

Any Year 10 pupil who thinks he/she has the qualities above and would like to be 
considered for the team of five, please see Mrs J Smith by Friday 10 May at the latest.  

Mrs J Smith -Director of ICT 

ICT Successes  

New GNVQ ICT course - off to a flying start  

The results of the first externally assessed GNVQ ICT examination received last week, 
showed that pupils undertaking this new course had really got off to a flying start. Fifty-
two Year 10 pupils sat their first exam in January, having undertaken five ICT tasks to 
demonstrate their skills in Presenting Information (Unit 1). This Intermediate level course 
required pupils to complete five business documents, using a combination of Microsoft 
Word and Publisher, to a given Brief set by the examination board. This coursework 
accounted for 25% of the Unit marks, with pupils sitting a 1 1/2 hour written paper for the 
remaining 75% of marks.  

Pupils, parents and staff were delighted with the results, which showed that 90% of pupils 
had passed the examination. Just over half the pupils achieved Merit passes and there 
were two notable Distinction passes attained by D.Birch (Yr10) and J.Macdonald (Yr10). 
Our congratulations go to all pupils and we now look forward to hearing the results of the 
next two Units, which are internally assessed by means of ICT portfolios.  

Adverts 

Class of 78 Reunion  

Notley High School Class of `78 
 

40th Birthday Reunion 29 June 2002 
BRAINTREE LEISURE CENTRE  

 

8 til late 
 

Contact Jo Ashley 01376 343782 or Melissa Gould 01376 340973 
 

Tickets £5 in advance 

Maths Classes  

STARTING IN THE AUTUMN TERM  

For more information contact Mr Lee-Allan on 
01376 556320 (voice mail service) or tick below to 
register your interest. 

 
I am interested in: 
GCSE Maths 
Basic Numeracy skills 

Page 5 of 6Notley High School, Braintree - Newsletter

03/10/2005http://videoserver/notley-high/Information/newsletter_all.asp?iss=03/05/2002



NAME  

PHONE NUMBER  

ADDRESS  

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR SCHOOL OFFICE WHO WILL FORWARD IT TO 
MR LEE-ALLAN AT NOTLEY HIGH SCHOOL 

GCSE Maths Classes 
 
Basic Numeracy Classes 

Come along and learn basic numeracy skills, or why not take a GCSE in Maths! 

INTERESTED? 
We will be running these classes with an experienced teacher on Thursday 
evenings 
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