
Issue: 20 September 2002 

Headlines 

Raising Standards of Achievement  

I was again very pleased with the GCSE examination results. Overall 60% of last year's students 
achieved the important benchmark of achieving five or more higher grade passes. It was especially 
pleasing that a number of students, both boys and girls, who had been very much on the borderline 
between two grades had just managed to achieve the higher result.  

At Notley for a number of years we have set great store in identifying potential underachievers and 
then working with them to raise their standards. This process of mentoring students now operates in a 
number of ways within the school. The most important academic mentor from a student's point of view 
is the form tutor. Form tutors meet regularly with pupils in their group on an individual basis to review 
progress and set targets. I would draw parents' attention to the targets page in the pupil journal which 
certainly by early in the spring term should contain individual targets for each pupil. Older students at 
risk of underachievement are also assigned either a senior staff mentor or a business mentor who 
comes from a background outside education.  

Earlier this week we held a Raising Achievement evening for over thirty Year 11 students and their 
parents. Each of these students has been allocated a senior member of staff who will meet with them 
on a regular basis to review targets which have been agreed with the student, their parents and school. 

I would remind any parent who is concerned about their son or daughter's progress that they should 
contact his or her tutor at as early a stage as possible. We can then discuss the matter and agree how 
to move forward.  

Field Trips  

A student's academic education and their overall personal and social development invariably benefits 
from residential trips. Last July some 115 Year 10 students went on either a Geography field trip to 
Dorset or a History field trip to the battlefields of Normandy. Both trips were extremely successful with 
an unquestionably positive impact on the students' progress in these subjects. In addition the time 
away from home and school provided many opportunities for the development of important personal 
skills such as initiative, self-reliance and co-operating successfully with others.  

 
My thanks go to all the teachers who accompanied the parties and helped ensure that everything went 
smoothly and especially to Mr Tucker and Miss Duncan who provided the leadership and organisation of 
their respective trips. 

A Better Learning Environment for All  

Many pupils returning from their summer holiday were I think amazed to see the changes that had 
taken place in many areas of the school. Certainly visitors who have not been at the school for twelve 
months or more have been stunned by the improvements and refurbishments we have been able to 
make. Over the summer holidays we spent approximately £180,000 on a whole range of building 
projects. Prominent amongst these was the continuing modernisation of our Science laboratories. In 
the last twelve months we have now completely refitted five out of our eight laboratories. The Design 
and Technology area has without exaggeration been transformed. Three workshop areas and the 
central display area have been completely refurbished to give a much more high-tech and industrial feel 
to the workshops area. The Systems and Control workshop has been equipped with computer 
controlled mechanisms and electronics boards which will allow pupils to learn much more clearly about 
high-tech manufacturing and industrial processes.  
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In addition several classrooms have been redecorated and refitted, new subject resource areas have 
been created along with some staff offices to properly accommodate teachers who have positions of 
responsibility within the school. We have also begun a programme to replace the corridor flooring 
throughout the school much of which has been ignored for 25 or more years.  

The fact that virtually all this work was completed on time and to our specification was very much down 
to Mr Hopkins our Premises and Finance Manager. My congratulations and thanks go to him for his 
tremendous hard work and commitment to ensuring the successful completion of these projects.  

Flood!  

As if the building work described above was not enough to cope with what seemed like a disaster at the 
time struck in the third week of the summer holidays. A hot water pipe, unknowingly damaged by 
builders during the day, finally came loose after everyone had gone home. For approximately twelve 
hours hot water was being pumped into the first floor ceiling space above Learning Support. The 
consequences are not hard to imagine. Next morning staff arrived to find a computer room, the 
learning support area and the Speech and Language centre ankle deep in the soggy remains of the 
ceiling and carpets.  

lt was typical of the highly committed staff who work at Notley that so many colleagues were prepared 
to interrupt their summer holiday to come in and help Mr Hopkins and the premises staff. My thanks go 
to Mr Lee-Allen, Mr Hardwick, Mrs Salmon, Mrs Cook, Mrs Hill, Mrs Reynolds and Mrs Richardson who in 
their various ways contributed to clearing up and starting the process of getting back to normal.  

I am happy to report that we were able to use the computer room on the first day of term and that the 
repair work is now fully completed. If anyone is wondering, I can also confirm that our insurers are 
footing the bill!  

Cricket and Sport  

It seems rather strange to be writing about cricket as autumn begins but it is always pleasant to write 
about things which remind us of warm summer days.  

Ensuring pupils have the opportunity to learn the skills of cricket and test them in matches against 
other schools has in recent years been difficult in state schools. The main problem being the expense of 
preparing and maintaining a good surface to play the game on. I was therefore very pleased to see a 
resurgence of interest in cricket within the school last summer especially amongst Year 7 pupils. Our 
Year 7 team did extremely well in the Essex Inter-School competition getting to the final against 
Saffron Walden. In the match they found themselves up against an extremely strong team but 
nevertheless acquitted themselves well and will I am sure have learnt much from their season's 
experience. Hopefully cricket will continue to develop within the school next year.  

The cricket season is however ended now and it is very much into the autumn and winter sports of 
football, rugby, netball, basketball and hockey. At this start of the school year I would encourage as 
many pupils as possible to become involved in sport either through attending the many sports clubs 
which are organised during the week or by competing for places in our school teams. I very much look 
forward to another successful sporting year.  

Mr Pountney's Internet Challenge 

This Week's Challenge  

I asked at the end of last term: What do the following have in common and why?  

Thomas Jefferson, Queen Victoria, Queen Isabella of Spain, Lucy Walber.  

The answer is that they were all famous firsts. Thomas Jefferson was the first US President, Queen 
Victoria was the first English monarch to live in Buckingham Palace, Lucy Walker was the first women 
to successfully climb the Matterhorn in Switzerland and Queen Isabella was the first women to appear 
on a US postage stamp.  
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This was won by A. Kinder 8S  

Have a go at my new questions. Answer to be printed off the internet with the website address.  

FOR 5 MERITS: How did a cockroach get to the moon? FOR 2 MERITS: What is the most abundant 
meal in the Earth's crust?  

Sports News 

Match Report Year 10 Netball  

On Tuesday 17 September Year 10 netball team played Tabor away. We played the match in four 
quarters.  

In the first quarter Tabor had first centre pass but we made a good start and by the end of the quarter 
were winning 4-0. The second quarter started well and we carried on the good play and by the end of 
the second quarter we were wining 8-0. The third quarter was OK as we were winning 11-0. The fourth 
quarter saw Tabor finally scoring, but we still won 16-2.  

TEAM: C. Richardson, S. Williams, S. Hatswell, L. Payne, R. Miles, S. Brown, E. Bethell (Capt) and K. 
Clarke.  

Match Report Year 8 Netball  

We played the match in four quarters.  

By half time we were winning 6-4. Tabor were a good defence team, which meant that we needed to 
improve our attacking side. Miss Gunn went mad and changed everybody's positions. In the end we 
won 11-7.  

TEAM: L. Costin, K. Potter, K. Bellamy, K. Pearson, T. Jones, B. Tyrell, S. Harper, S. Andrews, J. 
Basham and L. Kelly.  

Sports Clubs  

  

DAY    LUNCH    AFTER SCHOOL
MONDAY  Netball awards (S Hall)  Yr7-11 Netball 
  Yr11 Basketball (S Hall)  Yr7 Football 
  Yr7 Football  Yr8 & 9 Rugby
  Girls Basketball  Yr7-9 Dance (Gym)
     
TUESDAY  Yr7 & 8 Rugby  Yr7 Rugby
  Girls Football (Gym)  Trampolining
  Yr10 Basketball (S Hall)   
     
WEDNESDAY Yr9 Basketball (Gym)   
  Yr 11 Football   
  Yr7 Basketball (S Hall)   
  Yr7-11 Netball   
     
THURSDAY  Yr8 Football  Yr 8 Football
  Yr7 & 8 Mixed Hockey (S Hall)  
  Girls Basketball (Gym)   
     
FRIDAY  Yr8 Basketball (S Hall)   
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  Yr9 & 10 Football   
  Volleyball (Gym)   

Pupils' Page 

This weeks' page is from the History Department  

This is from a Year 11 pupil’s History coursework on "Women during the Second World War".  

SOURCE F: a popular song during the Second World War  

She's the girl that makes the thing that drills the hole that holds the spring  
That drives the rod that turns the knob that works the thingumabob.  
She's the girl that makes the thin that holds the oil that oils the ring  
That makes the shank that moves the crank that works the thingumabob.  
It's a ticklish sort of job,  
Making a thingumabob,  
Especially when you don't know what it's for! 
But it's the girl that, males the thing that drills the hole that holds the spring  
That works the thingumabob that makes the engine roar.  
And it's the girl that makes the thing that holds the oil that oils the ring.  
That works the thingumabob THAT'S GOING TO WIN THE WAR.  

SOURCE G: a woman describes her experience during the war. She was speaking in 1983 

I was sent to a farm in Essex. There were four of us in a gang assigned to an old steam tractor with a 
threshing machine behind. It was very hard work. We had to go where the work was and sometimes we 
biked eight miles or so before beginning and eight miles back at night. Later I planted potatoes, and 
after a year I changed to forestry.  

The people were very resentful in the country, they didn't make it easy for you, we weren't really 
welcome. All we had in the Army digs were sausages, every day for nine months, she used to cook 
them in water, they were horrible. We were worse treated than the services; there were no canteens or 
anything.  

Both sources F and G give the impression that the work of women during the war was extremely 
important and a vital factor of the eventual victory. They both imply in their own ways that without the 
help from the women the war would have been lost. However, both sources should not be completely 
relied on for accurate information for different reasons.  

Source G is a wartime song that would have been sung in the factories whilst the women worked, this 
was a popular morale boosting song. They needed something to boost there energy levels and their 
morale and the song provided the ‘fun’ they needed to keep going and to keep producing just what the 
country needed for the War effort. However the song does also come across as slightly patronising and 
it suggests that a man may actually have written it. We can see this by some of the lyrics in the song, 
for example "...turns the knob that works the thingumabob." This lyric implies that although women are 
making these parts they don't actually know the technical term for them. This is also a modern myth 
that is considered by males about females. Something that also suggests this same idea is the lyric 
"especially when you don't know what it's for!" However the song does recognise that women do in fact 
do most of the work and ends with the lyric that is, in my opinion, the biggest morale booster and that 
is "THAT'S GOING TO WIN THE WAR." This lyric suggests that the work women do would eventually 
win the whole war, this encourages women to keep going to their jobs and to continue to make quality 
products.  

The song also conveys the idea of the publicity that was given to women and promoting the workplace 
and encouraging women to work. Women faced an enormous amount of pressure within the factory 
work and to keep a respectable home, so much so they made it in to a song to make women feel more 
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important and to reassure them that their hard work was appreciated.  

Source G is a woman describing her experience during the war, she was speaking in 1983. Already we 
can see that this account may not be completely reliable because of the recent date. This is significant 
because she would not be as young as she was in the war and some facts may be forgotten or 
confused. She may also have been influenced by facts she learned after the war.  

Other News 

Year 11 Coursework Hand In Dates 2002/2003  

Coursework is required for most GCSE subjects. Wherever possible it is best for students to work on 
this steadily rather than try to complete it in 1 or 2 nights before the hand in dates. This is a list of 
subjects and the date on which students should be handing in coursework. 

  

GEOGRAPHY    4 OCTOBER 2002
BCS  4 OCTOBER 2002
GNVQ ICT UNIT 5 13 DECEMBER 2002
ENGLISH  SHAKESPEARE UNIT - BEFORE WORK EXPERIENCE
  WIDER READING AT CHRISTMAS
RESISTANT MATS 10 JANUARY 2003 
HISTORY  10 JANUARY 2003
MUSIC  12 FEBRUARY 2003
RE  24 FEBRUARY 2003
GRAPHICS  14 MARCH 2003
SYSTEMS & 
CONTROL  21 MARCH 2003

FOOD 
TECNOLOGY  31 MARCH 2003

TEXTILE 
TECHNOLOGY  31 MARCH 2003

GNVQ ICT UNIT 7 11 APRIL 2003

PE  Pupils are reminded that they are continuously assessed in all 
practical lessons

ART  See individual teacher

DRAMA  Assessed during term, completion date will be announced towards 
Christmas. 

Envelopes  

Parents if you are sending in money for whatever reason, please ENCLOSE IT IN AN ENVELOPE! 
The name and tutor group of the pupil should then be added and the reason why it is being sent in e.g. 
Boulogne Trip. This is to ensure that nothing gets mislaid.  

Also, as you can appreciate the School cannot supply these as the cost of doing this in a school with 
over 1,000 pupils can add up over a period of time!  

Looking After Our School Environment  

With the success of last year's pilot project when tutor groups took turns in collecting litter we are set 
to continue the scheme from next week. Tutor groups will take their turn for three tutor periods in a 
week, once a term in a rota that involves years 7 to 10.  

The improvement in the school buildings and grounds last term were dramatic and pupils were 
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congratulated for their positive approach in supporting the school.  

A few points that we established last year were:  

Pupils are supervised by their tutors  

Pupils are issued with plastic disposable gloves and black collection bags and are instructed not to pick 
up broken glass or exposed sharp metal cans.  

There are no collections if the weather is poor  

Pupils are instructed to wash their hands on completing the collection before they go to their next 
lesson.  

Adverts 

Parents Online Week  

  

Cleaners Wanted  

The Notley High School requires 

CLEANERS 

Monday - Friday  
10 hours or 20 hours per week available 

£4.70  
PER HOUR 

There are temporary or permanent contracts available 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL ON 
01376 556319 
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