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Headlines 

"The Tempest"  

I was delighted to see how well a predominantly young cast rose 
to the challenge of performing Shakespeare's play "The Tempest". 
It is a complex play with many underlying themes. I thought the 
students managed very well to capture the different moods of the 
play which ranged from the serious, through romantic to comical. 
Quite a few of the audience also thought that some of the 
characters were strikingly similar to individuals in the Lord of the 
Rings.  
 
The great thing about a whole school production is that it involves 

a large team of both staff and students. As in previous years the production team of Miss 
Milton, Miss Weeks and Miss Ollis were well supported by numerous other colleagues. I am 
very grateful to everyone who helped. I would especially like to congratulate all the cast 
on the quality of their performance. I know everyone who came along very much enjoyed 
it.  

My thanks and congratulations must go to particularly to Miss Ollis following the success of 
her first production at Notley.  

Absence Procedures  

Following a number of queries I would like to clarify the school's procedures regarding student absence. 
If a pupil is away from school then his or her parents should ring into the school office on the 
appropriate absence line on the first day. The numbers for each Year group are given later in the 
Newsletter. The reasons for absence should also be given at this time. If a phone call does not come in 
from home then our policy means that a member of our support staff will attempt to make contact to 
ascertain the reason for the absence. It is therefore very important that we have the correct daytime 
contact number as well as the home telephone number.  

If the absence is only one day then nothing else needs to be done. If however the time away from 
school goes into a second day or longer then the pupil should bring in a letter on their return to school 
making clear the reason for the absence. Absence which is known about in advance such as a visit to 
the dentist, should be covered by a letter which is given to the Tutor prior to the day. Our expectation 
is that a medical or dental appointment should not mean missing a whole day's school.  

Akiko Kawaue  

Last Friday we said our farewells to Akiko 
Kawaue our Japanese assistant, who has 
been with us for the last five months. All the 
pupils who she has worked with, not to 
mention the staff, have benefited enormously 
from her presence in the school. We have 
been able to gain a much deeper insight into 
Japanese society and culture than would ever 
be possible from studying text books and 
watching video material. I am sure many 
parents and friends will have seen in the local 
newspapers the very moving picture of Akiko 
and a group of our students. They were 
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holding the Peace Cranes Garland which had been created in Art, Geography and partner 
primary schools over recent weeks. This Garland has been taken back to Hiroshima by 
Akiko and will be placed in the Memorial Garden in the city commemorating the victims of 
the atomic bomb.  
 
Later this term we hope to receive over the Internet a picture of the Garland being placed 
at the Memorial. Any photograph we receive will be placed on the Japanese area of the 
school website. In bidding farewell to Miss Kawaue I must also thank Mr Tucker who 
initiated her visit and coordinated the programme. My thanks also go to Mr and Mrs Smith 
and family who have acted as most excellent hosts for Akiko throughout her time in 
Braintree.  

Cross Country Championships  

Three Notley pupils recently ran in the County Cross Country Championships at Hylands Park, 
Chelmsford. L.Costin (year 8), and H.Bell (year 9), took part in the junior girls competition and 
performed well. In the intermediate girls, L.Payne (year 10), ran extremely well to come thirtieth out of 
all the students participating.  

My congratulations go to all three girls for taking part in this highly competitive and arduous event.  

French at White Court  

Last week a series of special events were held at White Court Primary School to promote the children's 
use of French in every day situations. I was delighted that the school had invited a number of our Year 
10 French GCSE students to help with the activities. It proved an excellent opportunity for our students 
to gain confidence in their everyday use of French. My thanks go to all the students involved: K.Arnett, 
T.Blake, K.Ellis, K.Mayers, C.Richardson, L.Watson, V.Wellington and T.Dann.  

I am also very grateful to Mr Mandin who arranged and co-ordinated their participation.  

Non Pupil Days  

As listed in previous Newsletters and on the website, tomorrow Friday 14 February, is a non pupil day. 
The last non pupil day of the school year is on 28 March 2003.  

Year 10 Exams  

Year 10 students are approaching a very important stage in their GCSE courses. At the 
recent Parents' Evening information will have been provided for parents on how their son 
or daughter is progressing. Quite a few parents of students whose progress is giving us 
concern did not attend the evening. I would strongly encourage these parents to contact 
their child's Tutor to receive an up to date oral report on the academic progress being  
made.  
 
The Year 10 examination period begins on Monday 3 March. The half term next week 
provides a useful time for students to revise. This assessment period provides a very 
valuable opportunity for the students to check their understanding of what has been 
covered so far and to identify areas of weakness. I would therefore urge all Year 10s to 
prepare conscientiously for these exams.  

Click here to see the Year 10 Exam Timetable  

Sports News 

Year 8 & 9 Basketball Match Report  

NOTLEY V ALEC HUNTER  

January 6 saw the first match of the newly formed Year 8 and 9 basketball team of Notley High school 
as they took on near neighbours Alec Hunter at Notley Sports Centre.  
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Early into the game Notley opened the scoring with the succession of quick passes down the court with 
C.Daines netting from close range. Soon after Alec Hunter equalised bringing the scores level with still 
more than 30 minutes remaining in the game. It wasn't long before Alec took the lead but this didn't 
dampen the enthusiasm and fighting spirit of the Notley team, who soon pulled back with an equaliser 
from S.Silvey. From this moment on Notley High never looked back retaining some two point advantage 
throughout the game. Alec Hunter continuously battled scoring many times but were not able to 
overcome the part advantage that Notley had. Stern defensive work by H.Bell meant that Alec Hunter 
were given very few opportunities to score, but took very well the point chances that they did have.  

This competitive game ended in a 14-10 win for Notley High School, but not to underestimate the 
workman like effort and skills that Alec Hunter were able to show. Notley look forward to a return 
match and would like to thank their coach Miss Gunn for her help and support that allowed this match 
to take place.  

S.SILVEY Year 9  

TEAM: H.Bell, K.Pearson, S.Joyce, T.Morgan, L.Costin, B.Tyrell, S.Andrews, C.Daines, S.Silvey and 
J.Basham  

Pupils' Page 

This weeks' page is from Geography  

This weeks' page shows work produced by J.Hines in Year 7. All of year 7 were given a 
free copy of an Ordnance Survey Map by Ordnance Survey. Pupils were then given an 
assessment to describe, using various map reading skills, how to get from Castle 
Hedingham to Braintree Town Centre. 
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Other News 

Joseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat  

Year 10 and 11 RE groups left the school at around 6.30 pm on Friday evening. When we arrived in 
Colchester there was a short walk from the minibus to the theatre. Once inside we were all very 
excited, including Mr Williams!  

We collected our tickets and went to find our seats where we found a 'Goody Bag'. When the play 
started playing the atmosphere was brilliant. Everyone was singing and doing the various actions. The 
highlights of the trip for all of us has to be when we got up on the stage at the end of the show and 
were dancing and also when we saw Mr Williams singing and dancing as well.  

On behalf of everyone who went I would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Thompson for organising 
the trip and also to Mr Williams for taking us. Without them this experience would not have been 
possible!  

Pupil Absence Telephone Lines  

Please find below the telephone numbers that should be used when reporting your child's 
absence. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 
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01376 556347 01376 556348 01365 556349 01376 556350 01376 556351

Vaccination Dates  

Monday 12 March

Tetanus, diphtheria, polio vaccinations for the Yr 10 pupils who were absent in 
December, plus skin (Heaf) tests for 9 N, O, T, L 

Wednesday 19 March

BCG vaccination for 9 N, O, T, L 

Wednesday 27 March

BCG Heaf tests - 9 E, Y, H, S & Yr 10 re-calls 

Thursday 3 April

BCG INJECTIONS 9 E, Y, H, S & re-calls 

Year 11 Photos  

REMINDER  
 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS PHOTOS  
(NO SIBLING PHOTOS THIS SESSION)  

MONDAY 3 MARCH 2003  
Bay of Naples - Parents Information Evening  

 
PARENTS INFORMATION EVENING 
FOR BAY OF NAPLES, ITALY TRIP  

7.30 PM 
TUESDAY 4 MARCH 2003  
IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY  

picture @ http://panviews.com/naples1.htm 

Adverts 

Evening Classes  

Computer  

For 6 weeks, beginning after half term Tues 4 March - £10 
Times to be decided according to demand.  
Please indicate which time is best.  
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Courses
Beginners OR 6.00-

7.30pm
7.30-
9.00pm

Intermediate  6.00-7.30pm  7.30-9.00pm  

      

Spanish  
for Beginners 

Begins Tuesday 
4 March 7-9pm 

£20              

 

Carpentry 
Already Started 
 
Wednesdays  
5-6.30pm

15 Sessions  
first 5 sessions are FREE 
then £50 for the  
next 10 lessons

  

      

Is there another course you would 
like to see offered? 

     

Parents - Can you help?  

Every year all the pupils in Year 11 are found a placement for work experience by Trident. As you can 
imagine this can be a daunting task and the pressures on Trident and the participating employers are 
great. This is especially true for Notley High, where increasing school rolls necessitate the organisation 
of well over 200 placements each year.  

Trident needs to substantially build up its employer numbers to meet this increased demand and would 
like to hear from parents who may be able to offer placements through their own businesses or 
through family contacts.  

If you feel that you or any other employer can provide assistance in this way, please contact Mr Alan 
Taylor, the Director of Project Trident for NW Essex. Tel: 01376 349312  

Your involvement and help would be greatly appreciated.  

Cleaners Required  

The Notley High School requires 

CLEANERS 

Monday - Friday  
10 hours or 20 hours per week available 

£4.70  
PER HOUR 

There are temporary or permanent contracts available 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL ON 
01376 556319 
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