
Issue: 19 September 2003 

Headlines 

Record Breaking Results  

On results day it was a great pleasure to see so many 
happy students, delighted that they had in many cases 
exceeded their own expectations. The statistics speak for 
themselves with 66% of the year group gaining five or 
more higher grade passes. Over the last six years this 
measure of the school's performance has risen by 20%. In 
the last two or three years much of the improvement has 
been due to the strongly rising trend in the performance 
of boys. 60% of them gained five or more higher grade 
passes. 

All the teaching staff are very pleased with the boys' 
performance especially after the school has spent over 
four years on an extended raising boys achievement 
project. Amongst the key strategies devised through this project and then implemented 
across the school were mentoring potential underachievers (many of them boys), 
establishing our boy/girl seating policy, and seeking to ensure that lessons have good 
pace and a rich variety of contrasting activities. All these strategies, which promote better 
teaching and improved motivation, have of course also benefited girls. 

I believe another important factor has been the 
breadth of choice which students at Notley are 
able to make when selecting their GCSE subjects. 
Students have been able to concentrate on 
subjects which interest them and at which they 
can be successful. Unsurprisingly this approach 
has helped to sustain motivation across Years 10 
and 11 and contributed significantly to these 
excellent results. 

At the upper end of the ability range I was 
delighted to note that twenty six students gained 

at least five grade As. Amongst these students were the two top performing boys, David 
Birch and Patrick Yates. Amongst the girls, Beverley Hatchman and Chantelle Goldsworthy 
came out on top with both of them gaining nine A or A* grades. 

I would again like to thank and congratulate all the teaching staff whose commitment and 
dedication to excellence, which combined with the hard work and motivation of the 
students, has led to these outstanding results. The current Year 11 have indeed much to 
live up to! 

   

Year 11 Mentoring Evening  

Earlier this week between thirty and forty students along with their parents attended our 
Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening. The students were chosen because for one reason 
or another they are at risk of no achieving the grades they are capable of next 
summer.Establishing an effective partnership for achievement between home and school is 
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central to Notley's recipe for success. From talking to the parents I know many of them 
found the evening very helpful in enabling them to understand the issues which their son 
or daughter were facing. With home and school working constructively together I am sure 
that these students will have every chance of doing well in their GCSEs. 

This year we have enlarged the group of students who will benefit from intensive 
mentioning. This has been made possible by involving a number of adults from outside the 
school in addition to the usual team of senior staff. I am very grateful to the governors 
and industrialists who have generously agreed to put a considerable amount of time and 
effort into their meetings with students over the next nine months. I would especially like 
to thank Richard Wilks of Global Marine in Chelmsford who has now been involved with 
mentoring Notley students for four years. Richard is now helping to train other lay 
mentors. I am very grateful for his enthusiasm and commitment to the success of many 
students at Notley.  

Premises Projects  

Teams of builders worked throughout the summer 
holiday to complete the largest renovation and 
improvement programme since the school was 
opened. Indeed such was the volume of the work 
that several of the larger projects were started 
before the end of last term. I am pleased to report 
that with the exception of the disabled lifts 
scheme, virtually every other improvement work in 
now completed. Highlights include a fully 
refurbished laboratory, another modernised 
workshop, a computer aided design facility to be 
shared between the Technology and Art 
departments, a video conferencing laboratory and the installation of a number of 
additional interactive whiteboards. 

Another theme in our modernisation programme has been to make the building more 
welcoming and pleasant for staff and visitors. To help achieve this objective, the main 
office has been extended and a new reception area created. Four extra classrooms have 
been carpeted and over £10,000 has been spent on improving both pupil and staff toilet 
facilities. With Notley's ever increasing numbers, congestion has become a significant 
problem around the building. To help reduce the corridor crush we have constructed a new 
fully enclosed and heated corridor on the outside of the building. This will enable us to 
operate a full one way system throughout the school. Many of these projects would not 
have been completed on time or to our required standard without the expertise and 
determination of Mr Hopkins our Premises and Finance Manager. I am very grateful to Mr 
Hopkins and would like to thank him on behalf of the staff and pupils. 

Friends of Notley High School  

I would like to take this opportunity to again remind parents and friends of the school of 
two important events taking place next week.  
Firstly on Wednesday 24 September the Friends are holding their Annual General Meeting 
at 7.30 pm in the Library. Then later in the week on Friday there will be a social event to 
which both parents and staff are invited. There will be a buffet supper and the 
entertainment will be provided by Mrs Pollard's acoustic band.  

Tickets are available at the price of £4.00 through the school office. 

Other News 

Year 11 work experience  

On Friday 4 September, 7 Notley pupils in Year 11 went on the Essex Experience at 
Skreens Park in Chelmsford. We were in the Chelmsford sub-camp along with 8 other 
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people from Chelmsford. Over the weekend we did a range of activities including abseiling, 
canoeing, rifle shooting, driving a car and we also met the Mayor of Chelmsford. We also 
had many sub-camp challenges to take part in that included us getting very wet. We all 
had a great weekend and really enjoyed ourselves. The seven pupils were: E.Bethall, 
S.Williams, H.Game, C.Johnson, K.Clark, S.Arthur and S.Kerner. 

E.Bethall 11E 

Adult Evening Classes  

Dear Parents 

I have great pleasure in announcing our Adult Evening Class programme for the autumn 
term, the details of which are outlined below. Through co-operation with Braintree College 
we are able this year to offer a wider range of courses than ever before at extremely 
competitive prices. The courses all run at Notley; however the College administers them. 
If you are interested in signing up for a course or wish to find out more please contact the 
College on 01376 321711. 

Autumn Term  

Mr Lee-Allan  
Assistant Headteacher 

Course Teacher Start Date
Hours 
start

 
End Complete Day

Carpentry Mr Clark 24/09/03 5pm 6.30pm 21/01/04 Wed

Clait ICT Mr Rowe 23/09/03 6pm 8pm 2/03/04 Tue

Beginners ICT College Staff 23/09/03 6pm 7.30pm 4/11/03 Tues

PC Buyers Guide Mr Narey 12/11/03 6pm 8pm 12/11/03 Wed

Digital Video and Stills Mr Rowe 5/11/03 6pm 9pm 19/11/03 Wed

Beginners Maths College Staff TBA 6.30pm 8pm TBA Tues

Spanish Anna Marsden   

This course is now full. If 
enough interest is shown a 
separate class can run on a 
Thursday 

7pm 9pm  Tues

Initial Classroom 
Assistant 

College Staff TBA 7pm 9pm  Tues
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