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In Brief...Work Experience 2003
History Mystery Competition
The overall winners in Mr. Waring’s 
History competition were:-

in Year 7 - Rebecca Lee 7B
in Year 8 - Kirsty Gisby 8L

The identity of the mystery person was:-

Joseph Carey Merrick - 
‘The Elephant Man’

Well done to all entrants.

Encourage Your Children
Research issued this week by the 
Campaign For Learning highlights the 
huge influence parental involvement has 
on children’s educational achievement. 

The full article is on the BBC Website at:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
education/3181340.stm

On this page you will also find the link 
to the BBC Parents Homepage at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
parents/index.shtml

which has a wealth of information for 
parents of secondary school pupils.

Timetable Correction
In the last newsletter, the year 10 
homework timetable was incorrectly 
reproduced. Wednesday Week B should 
have contained the following:

Block D, Period 2
Geog, History, RE, Drama, Exam PE, 
BCS.

Science 2 (Lesson 4/5)
Biology 

You can see the full timetable, and 
download a printable copy at: 

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
SchoolLife/homeworkyr10.asp

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to 
the editors. The address is :

newsdesk@notley-high.essex.sch.uk

A very successful Open Evening 
was held in October. This evening 
is for parents considering sending 
their son or daughter to Notley in 
September 2004. We were especially 
pleased to see many parents who live 
outside our catchment area. 

Large numbers of pupils had 

volunteered to help with activities 
in subject departments. As always 
our pupils proved to be terrific 
ambassadors for the school. They 
very much enjoyed talking freely and 
enthusiastically about life at Notley 
including the wide range of learning 

Our Year 11 students have now 
completed their three weeks of work 
experience. We were delighted to 
receive so many positive reports from 
employers on our students’ attitude 
and approach. Of equal importance 
was the positive impact which the 
placements clearly had on many 
Year 11s. 

One of the main advantages of 
having work experience at this point 
in their GCSE courses is to help focus 
attention on their future beyond 
Notley. Often they start to see the link 
between success in their future career 
and doing well in examinations next 
summer. On behalf of the students 
and the Year 11 team I would like to 

thank Mr Waring very much indeed 
for all his work in co-ordinating and 
organising the programme. 

Mock Examinations

There is now only a very short time 
until Year 11 mock examinations 
begin on 24 November 2003. On 
the morning of Year 11s return after 
half term we gathered them together 
and Miss Spenceley talked about 
the importance of revision. She also 
gave them advice regarding revision 
techniques including useful websites. 

Important revision sites are bbc.co.uk, 
samlearning, and subject areas within 
NELT. Students can find the links on 
school website’s front page.

Open Evening 2003 a Great Success

Story continues on page 2, column 3

Students Return From Work Placements
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experiences which the school provides 
for them. It was also my pleasure to 
introduce Mr Thompson, Notley’s 
new Headteacher, who addressed the 
prospective parents. 

My congratulations and thanks go to 
all the pupils and staff who collectively 
represented the school so well. 
Together they painted a picture of a 
school community which was dynamic 
and innovative in terms of learning but 
prepared to care for each pupil as an 
individual.

 I would also like to give a special 
thank you to Mr Lee-Allan who led the 
team organising the event 

 Notley pupils are evacuated to 
escape the blitz during 
World War II.  

 Miss Duncan and Miss Spring 
support our boys at the front by 
working in a munitions factory. 
Pictured with one of the members 
of “Khaki on Campaign” who gave 
a series of presentations to pupils 
earlier in the day.

Open Evening: Continued from page 1

Twelfth Night
At the end of October the Black 
Cat Theatre Company performed 
Twelfth Night to Year 8. The 
production was excellent and seeing 
a live performance greatly helped 
pupils to understand the plot and 
the personalities of the characters. 
Hopefully they will have been 
persuaded that Shakespeare is not as 
difficult as it seems and is in fact great 
drama. 

My thanks go to Miss Bland and the 
English department for arranging the 
performance 

As they moved around the 
building visitors to our open evening 
encountered children dressed as they 
would have been in the 1940s. When 
questioned the pupils explained that 
they were evacuees who had been 
moved to escape the blitz. 

Meanwhile up in the history 
department scenes from the Second 
World War were being re-enacted 
including hurrying into a bomb shelter 
following an air raid siren. All this 
followed on from an event earlier in 

the day when Year 9 students had 
attended a series of presentations 
illustrating events during the world 
wars. 

These role plays of wartime life were 
presented by Khaki on Campaign. 
Our pupils responded with great 
enthusiasm to the day and clearly 
learned much about life in wartime 
Britain. 

My thanks go to Miss Duncan whose 
initiative and organisation led to this 
very successful day  

Khaki Around the School

Parents will be aware that I 
constantly stress the importance of a 
successful home/school partnership. 
This is to help ensure that pupils 
achieve their personal best. 

It is vital to myself and the staff that 
we have a clear picture of parental 
views regarding Notley’s strengths and 
weaknesses. 

We have therefore recently 
commissioned a market research 
organisation to send out a parental 
questionnaire to approximately 400 

randomly chosen parents. 

The questionnaires should by now 
have arrived. I very much hope that 
parents receiving the questionnaires 
will complete and return them to their 
child’s tutor as soon as possible. 

For the exercise to be valid it is 
important that we receive back a high 
proportion. The responses will then be 
carefully analysed and will help shape 
future policy and initiatives. We shall 
of course be reporting the outcomes of 
the survey in a later newsletter  

Parental Questionnaire

Pupil Absence Telephone 
Lines  
If a pupil is away from school then 
his or her parents should ring into 
the school office on the appropriate 
absence line on the first day.

Please find below the telephone 
numbers that should be used to 
reporting your child’s absence.

Year 7  01376 556347 

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350  

Year 11    01376 556351 
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With Mock GCSE examinations 
starting on 24th November it is vitally 
important that parents and pupils 
know how best to prepare. All Year 
11 pupils have been issued with a 
revision guidance pack that includes 
an examination timetable and advice 
on how to revise. Below are some key 
features of that booklet, plus some 
suggested resources that pupils should 
use within their revision programme.

Advice to pupils

* Keep to your revision timetable

* Know dates and times of exams

* Avoid cramming

* Eat well, sleep well.

* Arrive with plenty of time

* Bring correct equipment

* Wear correct uniform

* Avoid peaking too early

* Talk to teachers/parents

Revision Resources

Below and in the booklet are a list of 
suggested websites that pupils should 
use alongside:

Letts Revision Guides - available from 
subject staff.

CD-ROM Library resource

Exercise and Textbooks

Teachers & friends

The website list is available online at:
www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/nelt/
ks4general.asp 

Advice to parents 

Encourage your child without over 
pressurising

Help them keep a perspective

Provide an appropriate space       

Watch their health and diet

Encourage sensible use of the TV 

Monitor their Extra Curricular activities 
carefully

Tolerate mood swings 

If possible, support them in buying 
revision materials.

Be familiar with the revision timetable 
and routines

The mock exam performance will 
provide an important guide for 
yourselves, teachers and colleges. It is 
important that evryone does their best 
and this means careful and thorough 
planning and preparation. 
Good Luck! 

Last week Year 11 pupils returned to 
school, fresh from their period of Work 
Experience which ran from13th-31st 
October 2003. 

As in previous years, the young 
adults of Notley High acquitted 
themselves most creditably in their 
work placements, which ranged from 
the post of Assistant to the Firearms 
Instructor with the MoD Police 
based at Wethersfield to the post of 
Administration Assistant for ‘Sugar’ 
Magazine, based in the West End of 
London!

The great majority of comments made 
by Employers to the visiting staff were 
extremely encouraging and the Year 
11 pupils are eagerly awaiting their 
final Employer Reports.

Initial feedback from the pupils 
themselves has been overwhelmingly 

positive. 97% of Year 11 pupils 
considered their experience to have 
been worthwhile and 96% of them 
indicated that they had found it 
enjoyable. 

Their written comments supported 
this, with statements ranging from “I 
learned many practical skills” to “I 
worked well with others” and from  
“There wasn’t a part I didn’t enjoy” 
to “I gained confidence by using the 
telephone”.

However, as in everyday life their 
experience of work was not always 
positive.

Comments like “I didn’t enjoy folding 
the jeans all the time”,  “I didn’t like 
washing up”, “I disliked pulling hair 
out of plug holes” and “Too much 
shredding!” prove that they had a 
chance to understand the realities 

of their situations!  In fact, 92% of 
Notley pupils believed that their Work 
Experience had helped them with their 
career decision!

Over the next few weeks Year 
11 pupils will be encouraged to 
extensively review and evaluate their 
time at work to ensure that it leaves a 
lasting impression on them which they 
can take forward for their remaining 
time at Notley and, indeed, beyond. 

Well done, Year 11s ! - but some 
credit should also go to the PSHE staff 
who helped to prepare them for their 
Work Experience; to Miss Spenceley 
and the Year 11 Tutors who supported 
them throughout; to all the staff who 
visited them and to Sandra Kelly of 
Trident who organised the placements   

J. Waring.

Work Experience 2003 Feedback

Year 11 Revision Guidance

NELT:
Notley 
Enhancing 
Learning 
through 
Technology 
- our own 
revision 
resource.

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/

www.samlearning.com/examrevision/
index.html

www.channel4.com/
learning/secondary.htmlwww.learn.co.uk/

default.asp?WCI=Home

www.projectgcse.co.uk/www.byteachers.org.uk/school.htm



Page 4  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 179 – 14th November 2003

Year 11 Netball Match vs Alec Hunter 
On Monday 6th October Notley year 11 Netball team 
played Alec Hunter away. We played 4 quarters of 12 
minutes.

Alec started off with the first centre pass but Notley made 
a good start. After a good first quarter Notley came out on 
top winning 5-1. The second quarter started with a Notley 
centre pass and we continued our good form from the first 
quarter, so by half time we were winning 11-5. In the third 
quarter Notley worked just as well and retained our lead. 
The score was now 16-6. In the last quarter both teams put 
in a good performance but in the end Notley came out as 
winners winning 19-9. 

The team was:
GS- Clare Richardson 
GA- Sarah Williams
WA- Niomi Roberts 
C- Laura Payne
WD- Sarah Brown/Rebecca Miles
GK- Kimberly Clarke  
GD- Emma Bethell (Capt.)
 

Year 11 Netball Match vs Ramsey
On Tuesday 7th October Notley year 11 Netball team 
played Ramsey away. We played 2 halves each lasting 20 
minutes.

Notley started off with the first centre pass and both teams 
made a good start. It was a well fought first half with both 
teams putting in a good effort but by half time we were just 
in the lead, winning 7-6. 

The second half started again with a Notley centre pass. 
Both teams again continued to play well but after a very 
good effort by both teams Notley managed to come out on 
top winning 14-10.

The team was:
GS- Clare Richardson GA- Sarah Williams
WA- Niomi Roberts C- Laura Payne
WD- Sarah Brown GK- Kimberly Clarke  
GD- Emma Bethell (Capt.)

Year 9 Netball vs Cornard
On Thursday 16th October the Year 9 Netball Team played 
their first game in the Colchester Netball League against 
Cornard at the Ormiston Centre. It was a very tough game, 
but everyone worked extremely hard right to the end.

The final score was 9-23 to Cornard, but we all enjoyed 
ourselves and learned from the experience. Well done 
everybody and thanks to the parents who gave up their 
evening to drive us to Colchester.

Team
K.Potter K.Bellamy B.Tyrell 
C.Bayles J.Burfield K.Pearson
S.Squire T.Jones

Year 9 Netball vs Panthers & Pumas
The Year 9 Netball Team are having a good run in the 
Colchester evening league after winning their last two 
games. 

On 23rd October we had a convincing 25-2 win over 
the year 9 Colne Panthers and then on November 6th we 
played against the year 10 Colne Pumas but still managed 
to win 16-7. 

Thanks to all the team for their hard work and a special 
thanks to the parents for giving up their evenings to take us.

Team
J.Burfield (Capt.) K.Bellamy   C.Bayles 
T.Jones K.Pearson K.Potter         
L.Costin       B.Tyrell  

Forthcoming Matches
Netball Match vs Helena Romanes (Years 7 &8)       
18th November 2003   Home Match

Netball Match vs Colchester County High (Years 10 &11)  
20th November 2003   Home Match

Hockey Match vs Helena Romanes (Years 7 & 8)     
4th December 2003   Away Match

Basketball Match vs Bramston (Years 8 & 10)  
8th December 2003   Away Match

Stop Press Results
The following results came in just before we went to press

Results from Year 7 Interform Netball

1st H 2nd O 3rd E

4th C 5th B 6th T

7th N 8th L 9th Y

Year 10 Basketball

Notley High Beat Stansted 48-32

Have you tried the multiple choice 
tests that the PE department have 
recently added to NELT? 

You can test your knowledge on a 
range of subjects including:

The Bones of the Skeleton  

The Main Muscle Groups  

Football, Rugby, Basketball, Netball and many others.

The list of tests will be updated regularly, so log on to NELT 
and take a test today!

NELT - Multiple Choice Tests
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Scrutineering

At scrutineering we had one problem, 
the front of the car was not protected 
by bodywork up to the waist of the 
driver. (This was a new specification 
for the race)

Driver

The first driver was Mark Packford

Disaster 1

Just as we lined up for the parade of 
the cars the left hand wheel fell off. 

We quickly wheeled it back to the 
paddock and spent approximately 1hr 
welding it back on. 

We welded this wheel on because we 
couldn’t make it work on the bearings.

Disaster 2

We got it to scrutineering to have 
checked again and we decided it 
wasn’t safe because the back wheels 
were stopping it turning so it couldn’t 
make the corners.

Final axel problem resolved

We cut the other wheel off and made 
it run on the axel that was left from 
the shaft. We then welded a nut and 
a washer onto the axel to make it 
freewheel. 

This made the car turn properly and 
we proceeded onto the track after 
having it scrutinised again.

Motor and speed controller 
problems

After three laps we had to bring 
it in and found out that the spend 
controller was giving us trouble and 
that the motor had partially blown.

The motor made it go slower and so 
we changed it over to the spare motor.

After another two laps

We had burnt out the relay and our 
only alternative was to wire it straight 
to the motor using the trip switch.

We had a new driver

At this point we had a change of 
driver. Karl Jiggins was the new driver. 

Fate Strikes Another Blow

The last attempt of the day was when 
we were about to make another pit 
stop and as we where waiting we 
seemed to have lost our car half 
way around the track for about 35 
minutes. 

According to Karl the motor blew and 
we had a thick white cloud come out 
of the motor for several minutes.

We soon realised that we had 
overheated and wrecked the motor.

Changes we would have made

If we were to do it again we would 
have kept with the same gear ratio

and we would have made the car a lot 
lighter. 

Because this was such a long and 
quite testing track for the cars it would 
have been worth having more spare 
part available. 

Also if we had could have serviced the 
motor this would have all helped the 
overall result.

Results

When we left we were in 63rd place 
out of the 72 cars that entered.

Green Power 2003 Go-Kart Finals at Goodwood

Looking for a New Challenge?  
Do you need a job that fits round the school calendar? 

Do you like to work in a friendly team atmosphere? 

Then we might have the ideal opportunity for you! 

Due to the expansion of the school, we have extra vacancies on our hygiene 
team. We offer a competitive rate of pay, contracts of 10-20 hours per week 
Monday to Friday, and there are temporary or permanent positions available. 

Interested? 

Then contact our Cleaning Supervisor on 01376 556319 to arrange your 
interview today.

The Go-Kart under construction.



Page 6  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 179 – 14th November 2003

Name: ____________________________  Tutor Group:________

Year 7 ICT Prize Crossword

In each issue of the newsletter we 
will be featuring a prize crossword or 
wordsearch for a particular year group 
to enter.

This time it’s a crossword for Year 7. 

Using the clues provided, complete the 
grid below - all the answers are based 
around ICT. Then fill in your name 
and tutor group and return the form to 
Mrs Smith. 

The first three correctly completed 
crosswords returned by Year 7 pupils 
win the following prizes. 

First Prize 5 merits  

Second Prize 3 merits  

Third Prize 1 merit.

If you would rather not cut up your 
copy of the newsletter, you can 
download a copy of this crossword 
from the website. Visit: 

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
newsdesk

Good Luck!

1 2 3

4 5

6

7

8 9

10

11

12

13

14

15 16

17

18

19

Across
1. Creates a document using toner and light (5,7)
7. Find your a-z here (8)
8. Sometimes called the World Wide Web (8)
10. Lots of little calculator cells (11)
11. Another word for a computer screen (7)
13. A difficult journey in a car? (4,5)
16. Has your computer caught a cold? (5)
17. Lots of records in one place (8)
18. Does your mum use this to surf on? (11)
19. Take photos without film? (7,6)

Down
2. The Noise Makers (8)
3. Pictures on a computer (8)
4. A collection of Web Pages (7)
5. Squirts colour to produce a document (6)
6. Turns your text into a document (4,9)
9. Not central to the computer (10)
12. Should this squeak? (5)
14. Get a document in with one of these (7)
15. The biggest search engine...probably (6)

Year 11 Counselling Evening (College)  17 November 
Netball vs Helena Romanes (years 7 &8) 18 November
Netball vs Colchester County High (years 10 &11)  20 November
Full Governors’ Meeting  20 November 
Year 11 Counselling Evening (College)   20 November 
Year 10 Progress Checks to Parents   21 November 
Year 7 Disco      21 November 
Year 11 Mock Exams Begin      24 November 
Newsletter No 180 Issued       28 November
Year 11 Parents Meeting  04 December
Year 11 Reports Begin 05 December

Remember you can find the full school 
diary on the school website at:

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
information/diary.asp

You can also see the full school term 
and holiday dates at:

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
information/termdates.asp

Since these dates are so important to 
parents and pupils, we have provided 
them in Acrobat and Word versions for 
you to download and print. Please see 
the links on the above page.

Calendar Dates 


