
Earlier this month 124 Year 9 students 
took part in the annual Battlefields trip 
to northern France. 

The visit provides an excellent 
opportunity for our students to see at 
first hand the trenches where many of 
the terrible battles of the First World 
War were fought. 

The programme includes a visit to 
one of the war cemeteries. Seeing 
the graves of the many thousands of 
soldiers certainly brings across very 
starkly the terrible price that is paid in 
human life during wars. Hopefully the 
excursion will have given them a better 
understanding of the importance 
and significance of poppies and 
Remembrance Day.

The day of the visit unfortunately 
coincided with the worst winter 
storm so far. As a result the ferry was 
delayed and spent a couple of hours 
waiting to enter Dover harbour. Given 
how exhausting the whole day was for 
pupils and staff I was delighted how 
excellently our students behaved. 

I am very grateful to all the staff who 
accompanied the trip and would 
especially like to thank Miss Duncan 
for her leadership and organisation.   

A-Level Success
The staff and myself are always 
delighted to hear news of our former 
students’ educational success.  

It was therefore very pleasing to 
receive a letter from Colchester Sixth 
Form College informing us of the 
excellent A level results achieved by 
Adam Hardy and Katherine Legg both 
of whom left Notley in 2001. 

Adam achieved four grade As in 
Biology, Business Studies, History 
and Law.  Meanwhile Katherine 
achieved three As in Business Studies, 
Psychology and Sport Education 
alongside a B in her Biology.  

My congratulations go to both these 
young people for their excellent 
achievements.
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In Brief...Battlefields Trip
Crossword Prize Winners
The winners of last edition’s Year 7 
ICT Crossword were: 

1st H Salmon 7L  5 Merits

2nd J Hopkins 7B 3 Merits

3rd A Wright 7S 1 Merit 

This edition’s crossword is for 
Years 8 & 9 - see page 3.

Quiz and Supper
The Friends of Notley High School 
(FNHS) are holding a General 
Knowledge Quiz and Buffet 
Supper on Saturday 24th 
January 2004 at Notley High. 
Further details will be published 
shortly in the newsletter and on the 
website. 

This will be a good night out and 
help raise funds for the school at 
the same time. 

There is a maximum of 8 people 
per team so start recruiting your 
experts now!

ICT Clubs
Spaces are available in two  ICT 
clubs, held after school on Tuesday. 

In the Computer Club you can play 
games, catch up with your email or 
just spend time surfing the Net. The 
club is run by Mr Ferguson and is 
held in the the Library.

Fancy yourself as a reporter? Mrs 
Smith needs some Year 7 pupiils to 
help edit Notley Active, our online 
student magazine. Write articles 
and edit those submitted by other 
students. The editorial team meet in 
room G34.

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors. 

The email address is:

newsdesk@notley-high.essex.sch.uk

Year 9 History Trip to the WWI Battlefields of Belgium
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 Pupils get an on-site history lesson from Mike the guide.
The grave of Captain C S Jeffries, VC 
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First World War Battlefields
Friday 14th November

On Friday 14th November we 
went to Belgium for the day. We 
started off at 3.30 am in the 
morning and got to Dover at 
6.30 am. The boat journey was 
OK and there were lots of things to 
do. We reached Calais at 8.00 am 
and headed straight to Belgium.

Our first stop was the town of 
Ypres where we visited the Menin 
Gate and bought some chocolate. 
We then moved onto Tyne Cot, 
the biggest British graveyard in 
the area, followed by a visit to 
a German cemetery. We then 
continued onto Hill 62 to visit 
some trenches, which were 
boggy and smelly. 

The trip ended with a visit to 
a hypermarket to buy some 
more chocolate. The boat trip 
back was rather rough and it 
was hard to walk around. We 
had to spend 2 hours waiting 
outside Dover to dock. 

Finally we got back to school 
at 12.20 am. Overall the trip 
was both interesting and fun.

M Muscutt 9O

On 14th November 120 of year 
9 went on a day trip to Belgium. 
After a long journey we finally 
got to Calais where we met 
our guide Mike. We then 
travelled onto a small town in 
Belgium called Ypres. We had 
a look around the town and at 
the Menin Gate (we also went 
into a chocolate shop!)

We left Ypres and went to 
two different cemeteries, one 
British & Commonwealth 
and the other German. 
We then went to a museum 
where a man had collected 
shells, photographs, weapons, 
uniforms and other memorabilia 
from the First World War and 
put them together with a trench 
system in his back garden. On 
the way back to Calais there 
was just time to call into a 
hypermarket before catching the ferry home. 

After a very rough crossing back across the channel, we made it safely 
back to school. It was a very long but enjoyable day where we learnt lots 
about the First World War.  

A Hutchinson 9O
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Earlier this week parents of Year 10 
students received their autumn term 
progress checks. Before the end of 
term parents of pupils in Years 8 and 
9 will be sent similar information. The 
progress checks for Year 7 will be 
issued early next term. 

The progress checks provide an 
achievement grade which in the 
case of Year 10 is an estimated 
GCSE grade on the A* - G scale. 
For each GCSE subject this is the 
grade the teacher thinks is most likely 
to be achieved given the evidence 
available so far. Effort grades have 
also been provided. Year Managers 
and Tutors will be analysing carefully 
each student’s progress. When there 
is under performance, or when a 
student’s effort is disappointing, 
targets for improvement will be set. 

As always I would encourage parents 
who are concerned about any aspect 
of the information they receive to 
contact their child’s Tutor. 

Carol Service
Our Carol Service will be held 
on Tuesday 9 December 2003 at 
7.30 pm in Christ Church, London 
Road, Braintree. 

As well as being an early celebration 
of Christmas, the Carol Service is 
one of the musical high points of 
the year. The instrumental and choir 
items will include both traditional and 
modern pieces. Our readings will 
follow a similar pattern as we listen 
to both biblical passages and writings 
on Christmas from a contemporary 
perspective. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to invite all parents and friends to 
our celebration of Christmas. I look 
forward to meeting many of you.

End of Term
As is customary, the term will end 
at 2.00 pm on Friday 19 December 
2003. Buses and taxis have been 
ordered for this time.

Pupil Absence Telephone Lines  
Year 7  01376 556347
Year 8   01376 556348
Year 9  01365 556349
Year 10  01376 556350  
Year 11    01376 556351 

Progress Checks

   (Top to Bottom)
Year 9 pupils at Hill 62

 The list of missing 
soldiers at the Menin Gate

 Pupils explore a World 
War One trench system

Statues stand guard over a 
German cemetery
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Years 8 & 9 Prize Crossword
For this newsletter we have a prize 
crossword for Years 8 & 9 based on 
Famous Films. 

Using the clues provided, complete the 
grid below. Then fill in your name and 
tutor group and return the form to 
Mrs J Smith (ICT). 

All correctly completed crosswords 
will be entered into the Draw which 
will take place on Monday 8th 
December. The prizes for the first 3 
entries drawn are:  

First Prize 5 merits  

Second Prize 3 merits  

Third Prize 1 merit

If you would rather not cut up your 
copy of the newsletter, you can 
download a copy of this crossword 
from the website. Visit: 

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
newsdesk

Good Luck!

Across

1. Mike and Sully’s workplace (8,3)
4. 12 Birthday Suits for the WI? (8,5)
5. See a show at the Red Windmill? (6,5)
9. Team with monochrome dress sense (3,2,5)
12. Mel Gibson looks for clues? (5)
14. R L Stevenson’s tale goes into space (8,6)
15. Arnie stands where night meets day (10)
16. Olympic and Britannic’s sister sinks without trace (7)
18. The Windy City (7)
19. Gone a bit Lara? (4,6)
20. Master of Circles? (4,2,3,5)

Down

2. Arachnid meets the photographer (9)
3. A pizza for the Mafia? (10)
6. Seen any good fish recently? (7,4)
7. Neo’s Fantasy? (3,6)
8. Sirius and Cassiopeia have a battle? (4,4)
10. Jim Carey gets divine help (5,8)
11. Never Tickle a Sleeping Dragon? This boy would! (5,6)
13. Russell crows about his Oscar wins (9)
17. Not nice like ET  (5)

Name: ____________________________  Tutor Group:________

1 2 3
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18
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20

Stop Press... We have new vacancy on the hygiene team. Mon-Fri, 9 am-5 pm. Call the number above

Looking for a New Challenge?  
Do you need a job that fits round the school calendar? 

Do you like to work in a friendly team atmosphere? 

Then we might have the ideal opportunity for you! 

Due to the expansion of the school, we have extra vacancies on our hygiene 
team. We offer a competitive rate of pay, contracts of 10-20 hours per week 
Monday to Friday, and there are temporary or permanent positions available. 

Interested? 

Then contact our Cleaning Supervisor on 01376 556319 to arrange your 
interview today.



Page 4  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 180 – 28th November 2003

Under 16 Netball
On Sunday 16th November 2003, Notley Under 16 Netball 
team went to the Essex County finals. We had to register at 
9:15 am and the matches started at 10:00 am. 

Notley were in Pool A along with seven other teams. These 
were Chelmsford CHS, Boswells, Davenant, Clacton 
CHS, Bromfords, Deanes and Castle View. We played the 
matches 7 minutes each way.

Our first match, on court 1, was at 10:16 am and we were 
playing against Chelmsford County High School. This was 
a very difficult match and although we tried hard we lost 
our opening match 22-0. 

Our next match, on court 4, was against Castle View. We 
put up a good fight in this match but lost 16-6. Between 
each match we had a break of one game and our next 
game was against Boswells back on court 1. In this match 
again we put up a good fight but lost 17-5. 

Davenant were our next opponents on court 1 and 
although trying really hard it was a difficult match and we 
lost 18-2. The next match on court 2 was just as difficult 
and we lost 19-1 to Bromfords. 

Our next match was supposed to be against Clacton 
County High School but they were not at the tournament. 
Our last match was our best match and although we lost 
we played really well. The final score was 11-6.

Although we did not progress in this tournament we 
all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and gained a lot of 
experience from playing there.

Team

GS:  S Williams  GA:  L Wenborn 
WA:  S Hayden  C:  L Payne
GD:  E Bethell (Capt.)  GK:  K Clarke
WD:  C Richardson/ N.Roberts 

Note from Miss Gunn

The team did extremely well to get to this tournament. 
The standard is exceptionally high, with players regularly 
competing at this level. 

Congratulations to all the girls and thanks to Mrs 
Reynolds and all the parents who watched the match and 
therefore missed the England vs France rugby semi-final!

Year 7 Interform Netball
A good evenings Netball finished in near darkness. 
Congratulations to all pupils who took part and all 
supporting tutors, parents and Mrs Park. The results were:-

Court 1 Court 2 Court 3 Court 4
YvN OvB TvL CvE
0-2 3-0 0-0 1-1
HvY NvB CvL TvE
6-0 0-2 0-0 0-0
YvB HvO EvL CvT
0-1 3-0 2-0 1-1
HvB NvO
2-0  1-1
YvO NvH
0-4  1-5
  Play Off Play Off

Semi-Final Semi Final 5th & 6th  7th & 8th 
EvO CvH TvB LvN
0-5 0-5 0-2 2-3

Final 3rd & 4th Play Off

OvH CvE
2-3  1-3

Position T/Group T/G Points 
1st H 11
2nd O 10
3rd E 9
4th C 8
5th B 7
6th T 6
7th N 5
8th L 4
9th Y 3

Winning Team
L Pearson
A Wenborn
R Carney
R Watts
R Lordrom
F Banks

Manager of the Week is Year 9’s Ashleigh Donaldson 
who scored 21 Premiership points last week.

The Ashy Arrows top the league with 83 points putting 
Ashleigh just outside the top 200 managers in the country! 
Mr Lawn’s Shazam! are in 4th place and lead the staff 
group, 12 points in front of Mrs Cook’s Cookie’s Cannons.

Remember that there’s just one week 
left in the race for the first Manager of 
the Month Certificates. 

The winning managers will appear in 
the next Newsletter and will be shown 
on the school website.

Year 10 Basketball Match 
On Monday 24th November the year 10 basketball played 
an away match at Alec Hunter. The match was a walk over 
for the team as the final score was 53-8. The top scorers 
were Lee Dicker and Ryan Haywood with Akan Eka having 
a fantastic game in defence and stopping Alec scoring 
more than 8 baskets. Overall it was a brilliant performance 
by the team and they hope to carry on their success.

Team
R Haywood  L Dicker A Eka J Slater
D Blackmore A Pope S Chant   

Schools Fantasy Football League


