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In Brief...Ski Trip 2004
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Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email it 
directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is the 
Wednesday prior to publication. 
Please see the online diary for 
details at:

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/diary

Year 11 District
Basketball Tournament
Congratulations to the girls Year 
11 team who won the Basketball 
District tournament to make it “The 
Double”, having already won the 
District netball early this year. 

They also missed out on the triple, 
having lost in the final of the 5 a-
side football tournament.

Congratulations to: Kerry Weston, 
Emma Bethell, Natalie Game, 
Kim Clarke, Sam Silvery, Charlene 
Daines who beat Rickstones 
convincingly in the final.

Hip Hop Dance Classes
Students from across all year 
groups have attended ‘Hip Hop’ 
style dance workshop sessions with 
Chris Rose a Founder member of 
‘Culture Shock’.  They take place 
on Tuesday after school and anyone 
interested, boy or girl, should see 
Mrs Charnock as there are still 
some places available.  Remaining 
sessions 9th and 16th March from 
3.15pm until 4.45pm.

Year 8 Disco, 27th Feb 
Everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves, dancing the night away 
to Dave’s Disco. This was also a 
very successful fundraising event, 
making £380.16 for PTA funds.

Brilliant weather and a fantastic trip
On Friday 13th February the annual ski trip left for a week of skiing in 
Salzburgerland, Austria. The 44 pupils and 6 staff had a great time and returned 
safely on 21st February. There was fantastic snow, a fresh fall everyday. The 
students made particularly good progress on the slopes and their behaviour 
throughout the week was exemplary. I am very grateful to Mrs Pollard, Mrs 
Readhead and Mr Newman who accompanied the party and would especially 
wish to thank Mrs Segura who acted as organiser and party leader.

The next few weeks are a crucial 
period for our Year 11 students. 
Students will by now have either 
finished or be very close to finishing 
their GCSE coursework and it is vital 
that by the end of this term all course 
work is finished in line with deadlines 
set by subject departments.

All Year 11 students should now be 
turning their attention to a proper 
revision programme which will 
take them through to the summer 
examinations. At this time of year, 
I am grateful to Year 11 subject 
teachers who are always willing to 
give extra help outside lessons. Most 
subjects are offering revision classes 
either during lunchtimes or after 
school. During the Easter holidays 

we will be providing our established 
programme of revision sessions and 
you will receive further details of these 
from Mr Lee-Allan and Miss Spenceley 
during next week. Year 11 students 
will also be attending a revision 
workshop in school on 17th March, 
where an external consultant will work 
with them to show a variety of tried 
and tested revision strategies.

Parents have also received a letter 
recently from Mrs Spenceley about 
the Year 11 Revision Evening on 
16th March and I would take this 
opportunity to remind you that reply 
slips for this are due back to school by 
Wednesday 10th March. Mr Lee-Allan, 
Mrs Spenceley and I look forward to 
meeting many of you on that evening.

Year 11
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Ashleigh Wadforth-Frost of Great 
Notley and a Year 8 pupil (8Y) of 
Notley High School won “Dancer 
of the Year” in the Under 14’s Solo 
category at the Regional finals held 
in Clacton on Sunday 22nd Feb. 

Ashleigh (left) is pictured right with 
her dance teacher Amanda Stock 
and runner up. This is a very big 
achievement as Ashleigh has only 
been dancing four years.

Together with Zara Fletcher (9O), 
Ashleigh also came second in their 
Under 16 Pairs, first in their Under 
16’s Trios. and first in their Under 
16 team dance which also included 
Charlotte Kemp (9L) Zara also 
achieved a fourth place in the Under 
16’s Solo category.

Parents’ Evening, Wednesday 10 March
To discuss the New Uniform

The following letter with a reply slip 
has been sent to all parents. If you 
are attending, the reply slip must be 
returned to Mrs Marshall by Monday 
8 March.

In September 2004 we plan to 
introduce changes to our school 
uniform. Our overall aim is to 
smarten the uniform, particularly 
in the Upper School. Our plan is to 
have a new Upper School shirt for 
the girls in Years 10 and 11 and a 
new Upper School tie for the boys 
in Years 10 and 11. 
The current scho
sweater is a blac

V-neck for all pupils. This will be replaced with a black V-
neck with a logo for all pupils and we will have distinctive
trousers and skirts, again with the Notley High School log
There will also be a change to the badge and the way in 
which the year colour is attached. It must be stressed that
changes will be introduced in September 2004 but pupils
will be given one year to wear any of the old uniform.

There has been a consultation period with parents and 
I thank all of you for the many positive comments that 
have been made about our new initiative. I also greatly 
appreciate the support given by so many parents 
over this issue. The new uniform will be available from 
a company called Smart Alec, which uses a mail order 
system. Some items could be purchased from Townrow in
Braintree. 

We have planned a Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 10 
March at the Notley High School starting at 7.30 pm. At 
this meeting the mail order system will be explained by a
representative from Smart Alec. It is not essential that you
attend this meeting, as everyone will be issued with new 
uniform lists and the procedure for ordering. 

Dance Champions

SATs on Saturday
Year 9 students have National 
Curriculum Tests in the week 
beginning Tuesday 4th May (Monday 
3rd May is a Bank Holiday). 

Our well established SATs on Saturday 
programme will begin tomorrow (6th 
March) and runs through to 1st May. 
Students will be individually invited 
to the most appropriate sessions for 
them and each workshop will target 
particular levels of the National 
Curriculum. 

I am very grateful to Mrs Moss who 
co-ordinates the programme and to 
teachers who have agreed to give of 
their time on these Saturday mornings 
to help our students.

Study at Home
I would take this opportunity to remind 
all parents that your support in the 
education of your children is a crucial 
factor in their educational success. 
Finding the time to talk with your 
children about how their school work 
is progressing and making sure that 
there is a quiet place at home where 
they can study are two obvious means 
of support. 

The partnership between school and 
home is especially important as we 
enter the examination season and 
I trust we can rely on your strong 
parental support at this time.

Year 9 Options
Year 9 are also engaged in choosing 
their GCSE options for next year 
at this time. Last night we held our 
Upper School Courses Evening 
to present information about the 
different subjects and the Key Stage 4 
curriculum. On Thursday 18th March, 
the Year 9 Parents Evening will provide 
opportunities for you to discuss subject 
choices with individual teachers.

Our approach at Notley is very much 
to allow students to play to their 
individual strengths. The free options 
system allows our students to choose 
subjects they enjoy and we believe this 
has been a key factor in our success in 
recent years. 

Again, your support as parents is 
crucial in this process and if you have 
any concerns I would urge you to 
contact your child’s form tutor or Mr 
Ferguson, the Year Manager.

One proposal for the new uniform

Dance champion Ashleigh and teacher

Our current uniform
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Blue Peter Bring and Buy Appeal       
Several members of 7S are very keen on trying to raise money for the present Blue Peter 
appeal, which is raising money for children who have a learning disability.  The aim of the 
appeal is to work with the Mencap charity to find and train volunteers who will be able to 
support children with a learning disability to take part in clubs.

Compared to other children, children with a learning disability find it harder to understand 
and learn things.  Many find it difficult to talk to people, so even making new friends isn’t easy.  
Without help and support they can’t do things that other children take for granted-like going to 
a club.  These children are the ones who need support and encouragement to help them make 
a start in what most children take for granted-the chance to join in and join a club.

The sale will be during lunchtime on Thursday 18th and Friday 19th March and will be 
available to year 7 and year 8 pupils only.

Year 7 pupils may bring items for the sale in to school during the week beginning 8th March.  

We are looking for unwanted books, toys and games that are in good condition to sell.  There will also be cakes on sale.

Please give your support to 7S in their venture.  

World Book Day 4th March 2004  
World Book Day is a worldwide celebration of books and 
reading.  A main aim of World Book Day is to encourage 
children to explore the pleasures of books and reading by 
providing them with the opportunity to have a book of their 
own. Thanks to the generosity of National Book Tokens Ltd 
and numerous participating booksellers, school children 
are entitled to receive a World Book Day £1 Book Token. 

The Book Token can be exchanged for one of the six 
specially published World Book Day £1 Books (while 
stocks last), or is redeemable against any one of the 
Recommended Reads, or a book or audio book of their 
choice at a participating bookshop or book club (terms and 
conditions apply).

With reading and books on our minds this week, have a go 
at the quiz below.

Book Fair
To be held in the School 
Library Thursday 4th March 
- Wednesday 10th March

Book Fairs are an important 
source of obtaining new 
reading books for schools.  
Parents and pupils can not 
only increase their own 
library, but can also support 
the school as every book 
sold at a Book Fair earns the school commission.  This 
money will be spent on new books for the school library.

Please encourage your child to visit the book fair; there 
should be something for everyone.

Name the Shakespeare play ...
1. That begins with a storm at sea
2. That features the murder of King Duncan
3. That is sub-titled “Or What You Will”

Name the famous novels that were set here.
1. Lilliput
2. Middle Earth
3. Narnia

Name the Dickens novel that featured the following 
characters
1. Miss Havisham and Philip Pirrip
2. Jack Dawkins and Agnes Fleming
3. Jacob Marley and Mrs Fezziwig

Name the novels beginning with the letter L that featured 
the following characters.
1. Sauron the Great
2. Amy, Jo, Meg and Beth
3. Mr Hobbs the grocer

Who wrote the following novels with numbers in their titles?
1. The Three Musketeers
2. 1984
3. A Tale of two cities
4. 101 Dalmatians
5. 20,000 Leagues unde the sea

Unravel the anagrams to give the title of a famous novel.
1. Washtin powder
2. He bit both
3. Low men title

Name the authors of the following novels who all have 
surnames beginning with the letter S.
1. A town like Alice
2. Dracula
3. Frankenstein
4. Gulliver’s Travels
5. The Grapes of Wrath

Library Quiz
Prizes to be won will be books from the Book Fair. All the answers will be found in the library

Please return your completed quiz to Mrs Groom in the library by Friday 12th March.
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Keeping Safe on the Net
A concerned parent recently came to see me, as at 
home on the Internet, his young daughter had been in 
a chat room with one of her known friends.  They had 
been ‘chatting’ with a third person who they thought 
to be a young teenager.  However, when the daughter 
told her parent that this third person had asked which 
shops she knew in the town in order to meet her, he 
immediately ended her communication in the chat 
room.  Fortunately, the daughter was sensible enough 
to have told her parent about this, but what if she 
hadn’t?

Today, it is even more important that parents become 
involved in knowing exactly what their children are 
getting up to when they’re on the Internet!  Games, 
downloading music, buying and selling goods, instant 
messaging, e-mailing and spending time in chat 
rooms are the norm for today’s youngsters.  

Oh yes, and they could be using it to research homework or coursework!  

For the best part, the Internet offers many benefits in providing educational materials and entertainment.  As a 
parent you need to know the possible hazards the Net can also bring and how to avoid them.  

Many of you already monitor your children’s activities on the Net and take an active interest in what they do, 
but some don’t, either because they trust their children, or because they don’t know much about it.  The Internet 
Watch Foundation offers advice for both parents and children which can be found at: www.iwf.org.uk  However, 
I am including brief extracts from their website here, as I believe them to be important for your children’s safety.

Safety Tips for Parents & Carers
1   Getting involved - learn as much as you can about the Internet yourself.  Surfing should be a family 

activity, so use the Net together and discuss problems you encounter.  Keep the computer in a room where 
the whole family can use it.

2   Getting in touch - get to know who your children are meeting online and make sure they are wary of 
strangers and never give out personal information about themselves.  (See the SMART rules in the ‘Safety 
Tips for Children’ section on the next page).

3   Getting around - keep an eye on the kind of material your children are looking at and make sure they go 
to the sites you want them to and not the ones you don’t.  Use some filtering tools or software to do this.

4   Getting ‘gifts’ - unsolicited ‘gifts’ can contain offensive or harmful files such as pornography or viruses.  
Ask your children not to open e-mails and attachments or download files other than from people they know.

5   Getting hooked - limit the amount of time your children spend online; encourage them to keep up other 
activities, friendships and sports.  Keep the computer where you can check how long your children have 
been on the Net.

6   Getting the benefit - think positive.  There are some wonderful resources for children to help them 
discover, create and connect with other children worldwide.  Just as you look out for good TV programmes 
for children, take the time to find the best and most useful sites for you and your family.

Are you monitoring your child’s use of the Internet?
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Safety Tips for Children
There’s some great stuff on the Net, but some bad stuff too.  It’s important to be careful when using the Internet 
and remember these SMART rules!

S Keep your personal details Secret.  Never use your parent’s credit card without their permission and 
never give away your name, address, telephone/mobile numbers or passwords - it’s like handing 
out the keys to your home!  Never give any information away about any of your friends either.

M Never Meet someone you have contacted in cyberspace without your parent’s/carer’s permission, 
and then only when they are present.

A Don’t Accept e-mails, open attachments or download files from people or organisations you don’t 
know or trust - they may contain viruses or nasty messages.

R Remember that someone online may not be who they say  they are.  If you feel uncomfortable or 
worried in a chat room, simply get out of there!

T Tell your parent or carer if someone or something makes you feel uncomfortable or worried.

Why not print off the SMART tips and keep them next to your computer to remind you to stay cyber smart!  
Younger readers should try www.safekids.com where you’ll find tips, advice and suggestions and a quiz to test 
your Internet safety skills.  Older readers could try www.safeteens.com for cool safety tips and links to other 
great sites.

The Law and the Net
The Net is not a legal vacuum - the law applies online exactly as it does offline and people who break the law 
are subject to investigation and prosecution.  If you or your children have reason to suspect anyone in a chat 
room, or who are e-mailing you, then contact the Police and give them the chat room details or e-mail address.  
The Police have a specialist unit which trace and investigate suspect Internet activity.  The IWF will investigate 
any UK/EU websites with child abuse images.

Lastly, if you don’t already know, there are software programs which enable you to set parental controls and 
filters to prevent your children accessing certain parts of the Internet, eg, Cyber Patrol, CYBERsitter and Net 
Nanny.  Many Internet Service Providers (ISPs) like AOL, include filtering tools in the service.

Additional Links

Wiseuptothenet, advice for parents:  http://www.wiseuptothenet.co.uk

Unique partnership of Government (Home Office), industry, Police and charitable organisations working 
together to tackle the danger posed to children by online paedophiles.

Think you know, advice for teenagers:  http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/index.htm

Government backed website for teenagers offering safe surfing advice concerning all aspects of Net activity.

Parents Online:  http://www.parentsonline.gov.uk

Site which gives parents the chance to explore some of the interactive and educational sites available on the 
Net today, selected by age group.

BBC:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/

The Internet made simple by the BBC.

Filtering software tools:  http://www.getnetwise.org/tools/

A site that provides access to various filtering software tools, a summary of what they can and cannot do and 
links to where they can be downloaded (many free of charge).  If you click on the ‘Tools for Families’ icon, you 
can fill in a questionnaire designed to help identify the most suitable software for your needs.

I hope you have found this article to be of some help in keeping your children safe online - Mrs J Smith, 
Director of ICT.


