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In Brief...Janet Smart Day
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Science Club
The following report was missed 
from issue dated 2nd April 

On Thursday 25th March, a few 
members of the Notley High 
School Science Club went to the 
Colchester University to learn about 
the fun side of chemistry. It was an 
enjoyable experience. We learnt 
about gases, liquids and solids 
using chemicals. 

We mostly enjoyed the liquid 
nitrogen experiment, which froze 
solids so that you could smash them. 

S Tucker & G Devenish 8E

Prize Winners
The winners of last issue’s Prize 
Wordsearch were:

1st  Jody Hopkins  7B
2nd  Ben Dingley  9S
3rd Shanna Lindsell  10O

Well done to these students who 
should see Mrs Smith to claim their 
canteen vouchers. See page 4 for 
this issue’s Competition.

Year 10 Food and Textiles 
Year 10 Food and Textiles 
Technology Students have begun 
GCSE coursework this week.

Coursework is an important element 
of both these examination subjects, 
supplying 60% of the final mark.

As the students begin this work 
we would value the support from 
parents to ensure that deadline 
dates are met.

Deadline dates are:

Objective 1: 
completed by 7 June

Objective 2: 
completed by 5 July

Objective 3: TBA

Contact the Newsletter
To have a piece of news included in 
the School Newsletter, email it to:

newsdesk@notley-high.essex.sch.uk

As you know we held a non-uniform day on Friday 30 April to remember 
Janet Smart who sadly died at the beginning of the summer holiday last year.  
Students were asked to donate £1 to attend school in casual clothes and they 
also had the opportunity to hear the staff rock band perform at lunchtime.  The 
day was tremendously successful and I would wish to thank all the students for 
their response to the whole event.  In the end we raised £2,000 on the day from 
the non-uniform contributions and voluntary donations which students and staff 
gave to listen to the band.  I would also wish to thank all the members of the 
staff band:  Mr Callely, Mr Hurst, Mr Lawn, Mrs Pollard, Miss Milton, Mr Rowe 
and Mrs Foster, and especially Mr Lee-Allan who co-ordinated the day.

Janet Smart was a much loved and well respected English teacher at Notley High 
School.  We will be using the monies donated on this day to fund a memorial 
garden in the courtyard area adjacent to the English department.  This will form 
a lasting memorial to Janet Smart at Notley High School which we believe will 
be a fitting tribute to her work here.

Lion King
On the 5 May Year 7 students were 
finally able to experience their planned 
visit to the Lion King in London which 
had unfortunately been postponed 
from January due to severe weather.  I 
am very grateful to Mrs Marshall and 
Mrs Park not only for arranging the 
visit but also for their determination in 
ensuring that it could go ahead at this 
later date.  The students who saw the 
performance very much enjoyed it and 
their behaviour was excellent.

Farewell to Year 11
On Monday 17 May we hold our 
annual Prom evening at the school for 
Year 11 students who will leave Notley 
High School on study leave on the 
following day. 

I wish all our Year 11 students the very 
best as they prepare themselves for 
their GCSE examinations and I will 
provide further details about the Prom 
evening in the next newsletter.

Fundraiser a roaring success!
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Janet Smart 1959-2003
Miss Smart started work in the English 
dept. here at Notley in September 
1997. She was an imposing woman 
and I was quite worried about 
upsetting her; she didn’t seem to be 
the type of person to upset. We spent 
a few weeks gingerly tiptoeing around 
each other before we both realised 
that we liked each other. From there 
on in our friendship was signed and 
sealed.

Miss Smart had had an interesting 
and full life; she had taught in Saudi 
Arabia and Germany for a number 
of years before returning to England 
and joining Notley. She was always 
full of stories about her time in those 
countries, and her wonderful sense 
of humour and story-telling ability 
meant that wherever she was there 
was always laughter around her. She 
was well known for being somewhat 
disorganised and forgetful, both by-
products of her illness, but everyone 
that knew her loved her, and accepted 
her faults without question.

Her illness meant that she could no 
longer drive, and that was a great 
disappointment to her; she loved 
driving, and listening to her talk about 
her exploits on Germany’s autobahns, 
it was obvious that she was something 
of a speed freak! Her love of 
chocolate was almost legendary, and 
boring meetings could be accurately 
measured by how much chocolate she 
consumed during them. Miss Smart’s 
mother is a wonderful cook, and any 
excuse was good enough for cakes to 
be begged from her for the staff to eat 
at break. Miss Smart could often be 
seen walking into school laden with 
cake tins; usually ably assisted by Mr 
Pountney who picked her up in the 
mornings.

During the time that I spent working 
with her, I quickly came to realise what 
a gifted teacher Miss Smart was. She 
had the amazing gift of being able 
to get the best out of all her students, 
whatever their ability. She recognised 
and rewarded effort wherever she 
saw it. She also recognised and 
appropriately rewarded lazy pupils 
who couldn’t be bothered; slacking 
wasn’t something of which she 
approved. She was incredibly caring, 
both as a teacher and a tutor; it wasn’t 
just the staff that found her easy to get 
on with: she would give up her time 
freely to help anyone that needed it.

She enjoyed her role as a tutor, well, 
most of the time anyway; although 

there are certain, nameless students 
in her tutor group that could reduce 
her almost to apoplexy when another 
member of staff cornered her in the 
staff room to complain about them. 
The fact that her form won the overall 
inter-form shield every year was a 
source of great pride for her, although 
she was worried last year when she 
thought that their unbroken run had 
come to an end. Her delight when the 
result was announced and she realised 
that they had managed a clean sweep 
was almost unbearable for the rest 
of the tutors as she boasted about it 
constantly.

Miss Smart was well aware that her 
illness meant that she would not live 
long enough to become old. Her 
bravery and fortitude were astonishing; 
she was truly one of the most alive 
people I’ve ever met; she lived for 
the moment and grasped every 
opportunity with outstretched hands 
and encouraged others to do the 
same. Each school holiday she would 
travel; she was determined to see as 
much of the world as possible before 
the inevitable happened, so her death 
at the beginning of the summer break 
was particularly cruel as she had at 
least two trips booked during that time 
and had already made plans for the 
October half term and Christmas.

Miss Smart’s death came as an 
enormous blow to everyone and has 
left a great void in all our lives. Her 
kindness and generosity of spirit made 
her one of the nicest people that 
anyone could have known. She had 
already started to talk about The Prom, 
and will be very disappointed that 
she can’t be there, although I’m quite 
sure that if it’s at all possible, she’ll be 
watching from somewhere!

Angela Bird.

New Senior Team
The departure of Year 11 means it 
is now the turn of Year 10 to take 
on the role of senior students and 
prefects.  

At Notley we believe strongly in 
the role that prefects and senior 
students take in providing responsible 
leadership for the whole student 
body.  They are called upon to assist 
with many aspects of the day to day 
running of the school.  

I will also look to the senior team 
as a group of students who provide 
constructive advice and suggestions 
about how we can further develop 
and improve the school.  Their 
thoughts together with the advice we 
receive from the school council are 
very helpful in providing the best for 
our students.

My congratulations to all the students 
below on their appointment.

Head Boy and Head Girl 
The school has pleasure in 
announcing the new head boy and 
girl from the Year 10 students.

Head boy:  Akan Eka  10E

Head girl:   Laura McKoy   10Y

Deputy Head boy:  Daniel Mingay  10N

Deputy Head girl:  Lisa Dagley  10Y

The Senior Prefect team will be the 
Head and Deputy Head Boys and 
Girls as well as:

Andrew Hayden  10L

Robin Henderson  10N

Joanne Bennett  10N

Charlene Daines  10O

Charlotte Fisk  10Y

Daniel Spalding 10Y

In addition to this we have nominated 
90 students to become prefects - an 
important and responsible job in the 
school.  

Congratulations to all of these 
students and I know that they will 
do an excellent job for Notley High 
School in the coming year.

Mrs Tucker

Year Manager - Year 10
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Looking for a New Challenge?  
Do you need a job that fits round the school calendar? 

Do you like to work in a friendly team atmosphere? 

Then we might have the ideal opportunity for you! 

Due to the expansion of the school, we have extra vacancies on our hygiene 
team. We offer a competitive rate of pay, contracts of 10-20 hours per week 
Monday to Friday, and there are temporary or permanent positions available. 

Interested? 

Then contact our Cleaning Supervisor on 01376 556319 to arrange your 
interview today.

Year 9 Trip to the Imperial 
War Museum
On Wednesday 12th May, 30 Year 9 
pupils together with Miss Spring, Miss 
Duncan and Mrs Kinder spent the 
day at the Imperial War Museum in 
London. The focus of the visit was the 
Holocaust Exhibition which, although 
very upsetting was also incredibly 
interesting. After a quick break for 
lunch we wizzed around the WWII 
hall. A moving, but worthwhile day 
was had by all.

Year 10 Band makes
its Debut
On Thursday 29 April Rhys Andrews, 
Callum Gildart, Jo McCarty, Max 
Smethurst and Jareth Powell, 
performed to the Year 10 Year Group 
in assembly.  The atmosphere in the 
drama studio was electric as they 
performed such numbers as AC/DC’s 
Highway to Hell and Are You Going 
to Be My Girl by Jet, Supersonic by 
Oasis. Jo McCarty and Jareth Powell 
both sang lead vocals for different 
numbers and the Year 10 audience 
loved it.

We are all very much looking forward 
to their next concert assembly.  Clearly 
we have a talented bunch of musicians 
in our year group.

Mrs Tucker, Year Manager - Year 10

Rhys, Callum, Jo, Max and 
Jareth giving it plenty in the 

Year 10 assembly. Nice!
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For this newsletter we have a prize 
wordsearch open to any Year Group 
based on Prom Night. You need to 
find and circle in the grid each of the 
names shown below. Fill in your name 
& tutor group and return the form to 
Mrs J Smith. 

The Draw which will take place on 
Monday 7th June. The first 3 entries 
drawn will win the following canteen 
vouchers.  

1st Prize £3
2nd Prize £2 
3rd Prize £1 

You can download a copy of this 
wordsearch from the website.

Visit: www.notley-
high.essex.sch.uk/newsdesk

Prize Wordsearch

Word List
Auld Lang Syne Balloons Cement Mixer Corsage Dancing Disco Dress 
Food Karaoke Lights Photos Punch Sportscar Stretch Limo 
Suit Table Decoration Tractor Tuxedo Video Wheelbarrow

Name: ____________________________  Tutor Group:________

Computer Drivers at 
Tamdown
20 staff from sponsor and local 
groundworks contractor Tamdown, 
have succesfully completed a 
computer training programme here 
at Notley High School.  They all 
now possess a European Computer 
Driving Licence (ECDL), an award that 
confirms their ICT proficiency.

The programme was designed to cater 
for a range of computing abilities.  
It was planned and delivered by 
the Enterprises Unit from the local 
university, Anglia Polytechnic University 
(APU), Chelmsford and initiated here 
by Jacqui Smith.  Tamdown staff 
attended the course at Notley High 
School in their own time.

Ken Cain, Human Resources Manager 
at Tamdown, was keen to praise 
the motivation of his staff and the 
professionalism of APU and Notley High 
School in delivering the course.  “This programme has been enjoyable and exceeded our expectations.  As a company we 
feel much more confident in our ability to use ICT effectively to support our business.  We are planning another course in 
the near future”.

The school will be able to offer the ECDL course, in its own right as a satellite of APU, as an evening class in future.  Please 
contact the school if you are interested in attending this adult evening course..

Staff from Tamdown together with Jacqui Smith, Director of ICT at Notley High School, 
Alan Stuckey from APU and Ken Cain from Tamdown

N A W L N O I T A R O C E D E L B A T
Q P Y Y Q D C Z I P A Z N J B Z C N R
A G T I Y S H K J Z S C Y M W V S M Y
T C U H Y N T V W S H U S V U K O E T
L Y Y L G J M R L H R C G T K I T C N
S R E X I M T N E M E C N P R U O I V
C O G I E L H I Q T L E A U X O H F H
W K A R A O K E U V C G L E P Y P K I
H Z S P N U E X Z S G H D B U N O S C
T R R I F R Y D S N O O L L A B A O E
A T O A B Z I E I J O E U I W R W M I
M F C T P S R C R V X R A G M W R I Y
E O O C C D N S S N X U Z H I O P O D
D B R O Q A A E J G E B P T O Z R M W
K E X T D B R A K X W A J S Q N G M E
G D S E O X Z T L W G T Y B X C I R K
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Letter from Miss Spenceley
11 May 2004

Dear Parents

As the end of your sons and daughters official education at Notley draws close, I thought I should write to you to inform 
you of the arrangements for the final few days.

The Prom

The Prom starts between 7-7.30pm on the 17th, in the Sports Hall. All pupils will be photographed as they enter the 
building and in the following days these photos will be for sale. At around 8pm pupils will sit for dinner. Following speeches 
and prizes a disco and staff band will run until 11.30pm. Understandably we have a strict no alcohol policy. Any pupils 
found with alcohol will be sent home and parents phoned. The Prom has been organised to be as adult and mature as 
possible. Therefore in order for all pupils and staff to enjoy themselves the best behaviour is expected.

The Final Day 18/05/04

Pupils are allowed to bring spare shirts to be signed, but must attend the Leavers’ Assembly at 10.15am in full, smart 
uniform. Pupils will not be allowed to collect their NRA folder if their dress is not deemed acceptable. All pupils will attend 
their first lesson. Following period one pupils will go to their Tutor groups where they will prepare for the Assembly, in which 
they will be presented with their National Record of Achievement, including their Notley Award. Following this, pupils will 
be invited to the canteen for soft drinks and final opportunities to sign books and say their goodbyes to staff and friends. At 
midday pupils will leave. I must stress that we do not expect pupils to return onto the site, except to take their normal buses 
home. Celebrations are best undertaken well away from the rest of the school, which has to continue with the business of 
learning. Senior staff will patrol the local community to ensure that local residents are not disturbed by unruly behaviour. 
It is essential to add that Year 11 pupils 
remain on our school role right through the 
examination period and are subject to our 
rules and disciplinary procedures.

The Examinations

Half Term revision sessions.

I would like to remind parents and pupils 
that revision sessions are being held in the 
half term holidays. Details of these sessions 
are available on the website. In order 
to ensure the examination period runs 
smoothly I would ask that you consult the 
Notice to Candidates document previously 
sent to you, as this outlines the rules 
concerning all public examinations. These 
include the following;

Only equipment needed for examinations is 
allowed in the room. This excludes the use 
of personal stereos, mobile phones etc.

School Uniform must be worn for all 
examinations.

If pupils are ill the school must be notified 
immediately. Doctors’ notes will be required 
within 3 days.

GCSE results will be available on Thursday 
26th August from 10am at the school. They 
will be posted to pupils if not collected by 
2pm.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all the pupils the best for their 
exams, and to thank all the parents who 
have supported myself, tutors and Notley 
High School in our efforts to provide the 
best education for all.

Yours sincerely

Miss Spenceley
Year Manager  - Year 11

Notley High School presents

a

Whole School Talent Show

Tuesday 25th May 2004

7.30pm

in the Drama Studio

Tickets £3 and £1.50
all proceeds to the Multiple Sclerosis Society

Advertisement



Page 6  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 189 – 14th May 2004

The season is drawing to a close and while all the major 
issues in the Premiership are already wrapped up, the 
Fantasy League title is still up for grabs.  With only 5 points 
separating the top four managers, any one of them could 
win the coveted title and take the trophy.  Mr Lawn has 
returned to the top this week, but Ashleigh Donaldson (Y9) 
is only one point behind, and both Will Snook (Y8) and 
Ryan Spence (Y10) could easily come from behind to snatch 
glory if their teams perform well this weekend.  Equally, 
there is still time for Mrs Rogers to clamber off the bottom 
of the table at the expense of Mr Allen.

The FA Cup competition is also nearly over and Ben Devlin 
in Y8 appears to be in an unassailable position.  Look out 
for the ‘Roll of Honour’ in the next newsletter to confirm 
all the winners.  This has been a very successful inaugural 
season for Fantasy League at Notley and it is hoped that 

next year will see even more students 
and staff getting involved in the 
friendly rivalry.  Entrance packs will 
be available in September, and if 
parents wish to enter a team in their 
child’s name, they are more than 
welcome to do so.

Congratulations to the Manager 
of the Month certificate winners for 
April:

Year 10 Ryan Spence
Year 9 Ashleigh Donaldson
Year 8 Will Snook
Year 7 Michael Tilsed
Staff Miss Spring

What a way for the Year 7 football team to finish heir first 
season at Notley, in the final of the district football. After a 
rain soaked week the pitch wasn’t in the best condition and 
this helped Honeywood take a lead in the first minute.

Notley didn’t lose fight and came back to 1-1 with an 
excellent run down the wing by Duckworth and a great 
finish. Notley continued to apply the pressure and this 
payed off with several near misses. With only a few minutes 
to half time again Duckworth broke free of the defence 
and crossed the ball into the box, only for a Honeywood 
defender to put it past his own goalkeeper. 

Just as the half time whistle was due to go, Notley’s defence 
was broken and again a cross from the right wing was 
turned past the keeper, 2-2 at half time. Notley came out 
after the break with a lot to prove and kept running at 
Honeywood. Rory Bone finished off a well-worked passing 
move, using some very fancy footwork. Notley had the 
upper hand again.

Honeywood then started to create a few chances and with 
10 minutes left on the clock the Honeywood striker was 
tripped in the penalty area. The penalty was very cleanly 
struck and the score was 3-3. The game then went from 
end to end, with both teams creating several chances. 

The game went to Extra time, and Notley seemed to gain 
energy from the short break, really applying the pressure to 
Honeywood, and seemingly pinning them in their area. But 
no goals were scored. Both teams played a fantastic game 
of football and unfortunately it would have to be settled by 
penalty kicks.

With 8 players volunteering for the job of penalty taker, 
the decision was made as to who would take the kicks. 
Honeywood started the dual, scoring, Notley equalised, 
Honeywood went Ahead, Notley Equalised. Then, Notleys 
Goalkeeper Chris Jones made a terrific save and all of a 
sudden Notley had the upper hand. Converting their last 

Schools Fantasy Football League

Year 7 District Football Champions
three penalties Notley took the game and the Title of District 
Champions with a 5-4 penalty shoot out victory. A closely 
fought game which kept everyone at the edge of their seats.

The Year 7 District Champions: 
Chris Jones, Anthony Burton, Peter Falco, Michael Pole, 
Simon Hudson, James Duckworth, Conner Jeffreys, 
Jake Turner, Rory Bone, Adam Shepherd, Michael Miller, 
Joe Willis. 

Goal Scorers:- James Duckworth (10 mins), 
Rory Bone (35 Mins) Penalties:- James Duckworth, Rory 
Bone, Peter Falco, Simon Hudson, Anthony Burton.

Congratulations to Year 11 football who beat Tabor 5-4 
to become District Champions. A big thanks to all the 
supporters, staff involved and pupils.

Year 11 District Football Champions


