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Wordsearch Winners
Last issue’s Prize Winners were: 
1st  Stuart Tate 9S
2nd  Tayla Hughes 8E
3rd Leigh Sorrell 7T
Well done to these students - please  
see Mr Rowe for their vouchers.

Last Day of Term and 
Start of Autumn Term
May I remind parents that as usual, 
school will finish slightly earlier (at 
2.00 pm) on the last day of term. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all our students and their 
families an enjoyable and relaxing 
summer. The autumn term begins 
at the normal time on Thursday 2 
September 2004.

Host Family Required
During the autumn term the school will 
once again play host to a Japanese 
student.  She will join the school in 
October and we are looking for a 
family who would be willing to offer 
her accommodation for the length of 
her stay (probably a few months).  If 
you are interested please contact Mr 
Thompson who will be pleased to 
provide you with further details.  

Uniform purchases Ties 
and Badges Only
Suppliers are unable to guarantee 
delivery of above by the end of 
term. We are hoping to receive 
some badges next week but there 
is a delay on ties. We do, however, 
have a few upper school ties and 
the Year 7 badges.

If you would like to send your order 
stating your child’s name, tutor 
group and requirements together 
with payment (request slips are 
available from the office). We will 
notify your child/children as soon as 
we have them available. Badges are 
£4.95 and ties are £3.95 - cheques 
to be made payable to Notley High 
School.

We apologise for any inconvenience.

I was delighted to hear the news recently that Ben Norfolk, one of our Year 11 
students, has been awarded the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Award for 
Young People. These awards are given in recognition of students who have 
made a real difference to their community or school, or who have succeeded 
“against the odds”. Ben has coped with a serious illness for several years during 
his time at Notley and this award is a great recognition of his efforts. We send 
our congratulations to Ben on this prestigious award.

 The Diana Memorial Award 
presented to Ben

Ben Norfolk at the recent 
Year 11 school prom

As I am sure you know by now Mr 
Pountney is leaving Notley High 
School at the end of this term after 
twelve years of outstanding service 
to the school. It was Mr Pountney’s 
wish to include his own farewell piece, 
which you will find on page 2. He has 
highlighted a number of changes in 
the school over his years and I would 
wish to emphasise Mr Pountney’s 
enormous contribution to the 
improvements in the school, working 
as a loyal Deputy Headteacher 
under four different Headteachers. 
The crowning glory of his time here 
was the acquisition of Technology 

College status in September 2001. 
Mr Pountney led the preparation 
of the bid to the Department for 
Education and Skills and I know 
from similar experiences in my own 
Deputy Headship the enormity of this 
task. He has subsequently led our 
Technology College developments 
over the first three years. Mr Pountney 
will always be remembered at Notley 
as an excellent teacher and Deputy 
Headteacher. It has been our privilege 
to work with such an excellent 
colleague and we wish him every 
success in his new post working with 
fast track teachers. 

Mr Pountney’s departure

Notley student receives prestigious award
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Mrs C-J Foster leaves the Music 
department after three years. She 
joined us from Australia as an 
Overseas Trained Teacher and 
worked hard to achieve qualified 
teacher status in the UK. 

In her three years here she quickly 
became a much loved and well 
respected member of the teaching 
staff. She has worked particularly 
hard in developing the vocal skills of 
our students through her work with 
the school choirs. We thank her for 
her contribution to Notley and wish 
her every success in her new post at 
The City School, Sheffield. 

Mr C Watson and Mrs C Hogan 

both leave the PE department after 
two terms with us. We are grateful 
for the contribution they have made 
to PE over the last two terms and we 
wish them both every success in the 
future. 

Mr I Oakley leaves the Science 
department having been with us for 
most of this academic year. As well 
as his Science teaching he has been 
immensely helpful in our work with 
our partner primary schools as part 
of our Technology College status. 
We thank him for his contribution 
and wish him every success for the 
future.

Mrs M Gardner joined us as 

Administration Manager in October 
2002 having previously worked for 
the Bank of England in London. 
She has skilfully co-ordinated the 
work of the main office as well as 
dealing with the school’s payroll 
and personnel matters.

In the short time I have known Mrs 
Gardner she has proved herself 
to be an extremely supportive 
colleague who has offered me 
excellent advice in areas of 
personnel management as I have 
begun my Headship. She moves on 
to a part time post with Braintree 
College where she will work as 
Work Experience Co-ordinator and 

It is with some sadness and many 
great memories that I bid the school 
farewell at the end of this term, after 
spending 12 exciting years as a 
Deputy Head at Notley High School.

As a new Deputy in 1992, Notley 
was a completely different school 
with Max Hill as the Head and 
my two colleague Deputies, Miss 
Lyn Adams and Mr Christopher 
Edwards. On joining it was clear 
there were many problems at 
Notley. With a low exam pass rate 
(29% as compared to last year’s 
66%) it was not quite so popular 
with parents and Braintree had just 
been re-organised to accommodate 
three 11 -16 schools and Braintree 
College. Facilities were a little run 
down and I particularly remember 
the one computer suite with 15 very 
old computers! As always though, 
the staff and pupils were great and 
there was a real desire to improve. 
The drama department at the 
time demonstrated that the pupils 
were capable of high quality work 
through their impressive annual 
productions. I also remember a 
new, young, long haired teacher 
(called Mr Lee) who had just started 
in that department!

In 1994 Mr Alan Davison took over 
the reins as the new Headteacher. 
He worked very hard with all the 
staff and pupils to raise standards 
and Notley began to emerge as 
an innovative, lively and successful 
school which looked to the future 
in many ways. Mrs Jenny Fincken 

joined the Senior Management 
Team as new management 
structures were introduced which 
focussed on learning in the 
classroom. Extra-curricular activities 
and support for all groups of pupils 
in the school began to flourish. 
Notley grew in popularity. Great 
strides were made in improving the 
academic standards of the pupils 
and a much smarter uniform was 
introduced. Many of you may recall 
an unsuccessful Lottery bid at the 
time to develop a multi-purpose Arts 
complex at the school.

The next Head I worked with from 
1998 was John Hartley and he 
continued the progress previously 
set in motion, developing the 
school in many ways. We saw real 
improvements in the infra-structure 
of the building and significant 
investment in teaching materials, 
particularly in the use of ICT 
across the school. Notley rapidly 
became the school which parents 
wanted their children to get in to in 
Braintree and pupil numbers rose 
sharply. Above all Notley offered an 
exciting and diverse curriculum for 
all its pupils. 

The icing on the cake arrived 
in 2001 when Notley (after 
3 submissions) was granted 
Technology College status. This 
accelerated all the good work going 
on in the school. I was particularly 
proud to lead that initiative, working 
closely with many staff in the school.

Since 2001 I believe the school has 

moved onto a higher ‘plane’ in 
many ways and this reflects the high 
quality of its staff and the positive 
nature of the pupils who, believe it 
or not, are proud to be members of 
the school!

I am delighted to see that the 
new Head, Simon Thompson, is 
continuing in a similar vein to the 
previous Heads, in moving the 
school forward into an exciting 
future. I am certain Notley will 
continue to flourish and be at 
the forefront of innovation and 
excellence.

As for me, I will be stepping down 
and hope to get the odd day on the 
golf course as I become a regional 
tutor for Fast Track teachers. Who 
knows, I may well be working with 
some of the new teachers in the 
school who could develop into the 
successful school leaders of the 
future.
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Farewell To Notley from Mike Pountney

Other Staff Departures

cont page 2, col 1
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Claims Administrator. We thank 
her for her excellent contribution to 
Notley High School and wish her 
every success for the future.

Mrs J Brand leaves the learning 
support department having worked 
with us as a Learning Support 
Assistant for one year. 

We thank her for the support she 
has offered our students in the 
classroom and wish her all the best 
for the future. 

I will introduce all new staff joining 
in September in the first Newsletter 
of the next academic year.

Creative Arts Evenings
Last week we held two Creative Arts 
evenings involving Year 10 students. 
The first evening’s performances 
focussed on Music and Dance 
whilst the second evening 
provided opportunities for Drama 
performances. 

The audience of parents, friends 
and other students were entertained 
on both evenings in the Drama 
Studio by performances of high 
quality. 

On both evenings the audience 
were able to view the very high 
quality Art work which Year 10 
students had produced. These works 
were exhibited in the new corridor at 
the rear of the school. 

The performances and the Art 
exhibition demonstrated once again 
that the Arts are thriving at Notley 
and I am very grateful to all the staff 
involved: Miss Milton, Mrs Pollard, 
Mrs Stubbs, Mrs Rae, Mrs Foster, 
Mrs Monro-Smith and Mr Lee-Allan. 

Windband Visit to 
Belgium and Year 10 
Fieldtrips
One of the great strengths of Notley 
is the range of out o school activities 
which staff are willing to organise 
for the students. The end of the 
summer term is traditionally a very 
busy time for such activities and this 
year has been no exception. 

Miss Milton has for the first time 
taken the windband on an overseas 
visit to Belgium. The windband 
performed two concerts over last 
weekend, both of which were highly 
successful events. I am delighted 
that this new venture means that 
the windband is taking its already 
excellent local reputation further 
afield. As well as Miss Milton for 
organising, I would also like to 
thank Mr Callely and Miss Cook 
for playing with the band and all 
the students for their hard work in 
rehearsals and performances. 

As I write this Newsletter many of our 
Year 10 Geography students are in 
Dorset carrying out fieldwork which 
will form an integral apart of their 
GCSE coursework. Other students 
visited Hanningfield on Monday 
of this week, again to carry out 
Geography fieldwork. I would like to 
thank Mr Tucker and his colleagues 
in Humanities for organising and 
supporting these trips. 

On Sunday our annual Year 10 
Normandy trip departs. This visit 
will afford opportunities for our 
students to visit the D-Day Landing 
Beaches and the war cemeteries in 
Normandy. I am grateful to Miss 
Duncan for organising this trip and 

again would wish to express my 
thanks to her Humanities colleagues 
who have accompanied this trip. 

Year 9 National 
Curriculum Tests 2004
We have once again received 
some excellent results in the Key 
Stage 3 National Curriculum tests, 
which are taken by Year 9 students. 
The provisional results for the 
percentage of students achieving 
level 5 or better and level 6 or 
better are set out below. Students 
of average ability are expected to 
achieve at least a level 5 at the end 
of their Key Stage 3 course.

% achieving level 5 or better

 English Maths Science

 85 80 71

 % achieving level 6 or better

 42 62 50

We are still awaiting clarification 
from QCA regarding the 
percentage of students achieving 
level 5 or better in Science as there 
was an administrative error in the 
production of the papers which 
affected some students. As soon as 
this issue is cleared up we will infirm 
the students concerned and their 
parents of their final Science level. 

These results are well above 
the results achieved by students 
nationally and our Year 9 students 
deserve congratulation for their 
hard work this year. I would also 
like to thank all the staff in English, 
Mathematics and Science and Mrs 
Moss and Mr Ferguson for their 
hard work in preparing the students 
for these important examinations.
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Sports Day
Despite the somewhat inclement 
weather of late we were blessed 
with an excellent afternoon for our 
annual Sports Day. Conditions were 
dry and sunny but not excessively 
hot and the track and field events 
were well supported by the audience 
of staff, students and parents. 

The final results are shown right.

I am very grateful to Miss Gunn, 
Mr Newman, Mr Watson, Mrs 
Charnock, Miss Spenceley and 
Mrs Hogan for their excellent 
organisation of the day.

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
1st Y 628 T 149 H 128 E 116
2nd L 601 O 131 S 116 L 113
3rd O 598 Y 117 O 110 H 97
4th E 590 L 117 L 99 T 87
5th A 543 E 110 T 85 O 86
6th T 532 B 110 Y 84 Y 78
7th N 493 N 89 E 78 N 75
8th B 484 S 87 N 74 S 49
9th H 467 H 77     
10th S 455       
11th C 423      

The team captains of 10E receive 
their winner’s shield from Mr Thompson

cont from page 2
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The school has recently accepted 
an invitation from Braintree District 
Council to take part in the Braintree 
Yellow Woods Challenge 2003/
04. Notley has also been asked to 
promote the challenge in the media by 
Briantree District Council - expect to 
see us in the news during the next few 
weeks.

The Yellow Woods Challenge is 
a simple, educational and fun 
environment intiative being run by 
Braintree District Council together with 
Yellow Pages, the Directory Recycling 
Scheme and the Woodland Trust.

The Challenge requires no purchase 
for participation - pupils simply 
bring old Yellow Pages to school 
for recycling. In return the school 
receives free environmental education 
materials and has the chance of 

winning cash prizes up to £2,000.

About 1,200 schools across 
the UK take part in the Yellow 
Woods Challenge because:

• It is a very worthwhile 
environmental activity

• It is linked to the 
curriculum

• There are opportunities to 
win cash prizes

There are prizes offered by Yellow 
Pages, including prizes of £300, 
£200 and £100 for schools collecting 
the most directories per pupil in the 
Braintree District.

As the new Yellow Pages should be 
issed shortly, could we ask that you 
hold on to your old copy when the 
new one arrrives? We will let everyone 

know when to bring them into the 
school for collection.

If you have any questions, or would 
like more information, either contact 
the school or e-mail 
tanro@braintree.gov.co.uk

The Yellow Woods Challenge

Help: Lost Cat
Do you know this cat? 

Staff at the school have looked after it for several 
weeks, but we are really concerned that it will be 
looked after over the school holidays. 

Does it have an owner? 

If you have any information please contact Mrs 
Langley in SLC.

Year 10 Kids Alive Sponsored Child 
Each year the RE GCSE classes support Angelica, a 15 year old who lives in a 
care home in Guatemala.  This year the classes held a ‘bring and buy’ and cake 
sale.  They raised over £62.00 in one lunchtime.  This money will go towards the 
care and education of Angelica.  A worthy effort from all those concerned.  Well 
done. 

Mrs S M Thompson, Head of RE  

Tesco ‘Computers for 
Schools’ Vouchers

A big thank you to all parents, 
students and staff who kindly sent in 
Tesco Computer Vouchers this year.  
19,061 were collected and added to 
last year’s ‘banked’ vouchers, which 
gave us a grand total of 20,308 to 
spend on ICT equipment.  It was 
a difficult choice to make as so 
many items were on offer, but after 
consideration, we settled on two major 
pieces, which will be delivered in the 
Autumn Term:

 A digital microscope for Science

 An RM digital video editing PC 
with 17” multimedia monitor for 
Drama, Dance and PE to share

Both these items of equipment will 
definitely enhance the learning 
experience of students, bringing more 
variety and opportunities to their 
lessons.  I am sure that many students 
will enjoy and benefit from their use 
over the years to come.

Thank you again to everyone who 
contributed so much to the scheme 
– you have made a difference to 
students’ education at Notley.  

Mrs J Smith – Director of ICT.

Little Dudes Reading Scheme
Miss Bland, Mr Ferguson and Mr 
Hardwick have set up the Little Dudes 
Reading Scheme in the school. This 
scheme provides opportunities for 
paired reading where our Year 9 
students assist Year 7 partners in 
developing their reading skills. 

I was able to visit this activity last 
Thursday and was hugely impressed 
with the commitment which all the Year 9 and Year 7 students have shown. I 
would like to thank the staff involved, especially Miss Bland who has master 
minded the scheme as I believe such schemes have a real impact on the literacy 
skills of our students. 

Mr Thompson, Headteacher


