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Laura McKoy at Bright & Sons

Students return from Work Placements
Our Year 11 students have now completed their three weeks of work 
experience.  We were delighted to receive so many positive reports from 
employers on our students’ attitude and approach.  Of equal importance 
was the positive impact which the placements clearly had on many Year 11s.  
One of the main advantages of having work experience at this point in their 
GCSE courses is to help focus attention on their future beyond Notley.  Often 
they start to see the link between success in their future career and doing 
well in examinations next summer.  On behalf of the students and the Year 
11 team I would like to thank Mr Waring very much indeed for all his work 
in co-ordinating and organising the programme. I would also like to remind 
parents that the Year 11 Parents’   Evening is being held on Thursday 11 
November.

Mock Examinations

There is now only a very short time until Year 11 mock examinations begin  
on 22 November 2004.  It is vital that as our Year 11 students return 
to  school from their work experience they turn their attention to a proper 
revision programme in advance of these mock examinations.   Many students 
now find it particularly helpful to use a variety of websites as a resource for 
revision.  I would particularly highlight the very good websites provided by the 

BBC (www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize) and  (www.samlearning.co.uk).  There 
are also many support materials for revision on the NELT section of our own 
school website.

Annual Parents’ Meeting
The next Annual Parent Governor 
Meeting will be held on Thursday 
11 November 2004 in the School 
Library.

Riddle Prize Winners
The winners of last issues’ Riddles 
were:

9L Chloe Shortall   £3

7T Cerys Yeo £2

8C Alexia Giesen £1

Answers:

1 Ton

2 Steps

3 Breath

4 Tomorrow

5 Fire

6 Stapler

Well done to these students who 
should see Mrs J Smith (ICT) for 
their canteen vouchers.

Work Experience 2004

Pupil Absence Lines  
Year 7   01376 556347

Year 8    01376 556348

Year 9   01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350  

Year 11    01376 556351 

Remembrance Day - 11 
November

Don’t 
forget 
to buy 
your 
poppy
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Open Evening 2004 
Once again we held a very successful Open Evening on Thursday 21 October 2004.  This evening is for parents 
considering sending their son or daughter to Notley in September 2005.  We were especially pleased that the 
evening seemed busier than ever with many parents coming to see the quality of education we offer at Notley 
from within and outside our catchment area. 

Large numbers of students had volunteered to help with activities in subject departments and as always they 
proved to be terrific ambassadors for the school.  They very much enjoyed talking freely and enthusiastically about 
life at Notley including the wide range of learning experiences which the school provides for them.  

My congratulations and thanks go to all the students and staff who collectively represented the school so well.  
Together they painted a picture of a school community which is dynamic and innovative in terms of learning but 
prepared to care for each pupil as an individual.  I would also like to give a special thank you to Mr Lee-Allan 
who led the team organising the event.

Cycling to School
As an enthusiastic cyclist myself I am keen to encourage our students to cycle to school where appropriate.  You 
may have seen some recent press coverage in the Braintree and Witham Times regarding funding for new cycle 
storage facilities at the school.  The new storage facilities will be available for use from 15 November 2004.  I 
am pleased to let you know that work is now under way at the front of the school to provide these much needed 
facilities to cope with the increasing number of cycles on the school site.  I would also like to thank Mr Lyndon 
Hopkins for securing the funding  from The DfES School Travel Plans Initiative to provide these facilities. 

There are obvious health advantages to students cycling or indeed walking to school where it is possible 
for them to do so.  There is also of course the additional benefit of reduced numbers of cars being used to 
transport children to school.  I very much hope that you will join with me in urging your children to use these 
environmentally friendly and healthy modes of transport wherever possible.  

Khaki on Campaign day for year 9 History pupils
For the second year running the History Department provided all Year 9 pupils with the chance to see a 
presentation by Khaki on Campaign. This is a presentation run by Richard 
Knight who travels the country giving such talks to pupils on what it was like to 
be a soldier in the First World War. This presentation ties in with the work year 
9 are currently doing in History on the First World War and compliments very 
well all the research they have been conducting for their projects on conditions 
in the trenches. 

Richard, or Corporal Knight, uses 
mostly real artefacts from the First World 
War, many of which were actually his 
Grandfathers who fought in the war. It 
was especially useful for everyone to able 
to see and handle many real artefacts 
themselves rather than just seeing them 
behind some glass in a museum. During 
the talks pupils learnt how soldiers 
protected themselves from gas attack 
without the use of gasmasks (socks being 
one crucial element, ask year 9 pupils 
what was the other element that was needed!). They also learnt about the 
different weapons that were developed and used in the trenches; from the 
very basic and crude weapon designs such as a stone age looking club 
with spikes or an old food tin filled with rusty metal and gunpowder, to the 
more recognisable grenades and guns similar to those used even in modern 
combat today.

However, some lucky volunteers got to dress up in a variety of First World War uniforms and even carry a Lewis 
machine gun, whilst some poor volunteers got to see and experience how much heavy equipment a soldier had 
to carry around with him. All in all this was a very worthwhile and enjoyable event and hopefully highlighted to 
the pupils the terrible conditions soldiers had to endure in the First World War. Now don’t forget to buy a poppy 
for Remembrance Day which whilst it marks the end of the First World War also commemorates all the men and 
women who have died in wars for this country since the First World War and finally many year 9 pupils will also 
get to increase their First World War experience when they go on the Battlefields Trip on 12th November. 
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Parents Online Week introducing parents of Year 7 students to using NELT
Parents Online Week ran from 11th to 14th October and was well attended by many parents of students in the 
current Year 7. The event was organised by Mr Hurst and supported by staff from North Essex Adult Community 
College. NEACC provide the wide range of adult education courses on offer at Notley and are well experienced in 
teaching adults. 

The parents who attended the event were introduced to the school website and taught how Notley students use 
NELT in lessons and for homework activities. Many parents felt that NELT was an excellent educational tool, 
especially for students who need to review their work of an evening. They also found NELT very user-friendly.

I was pleased with the level of support that Notley’s parents showed for this event because it shows parents taking 
an active interest in their children’s learning. In addition parents learned a great deal more about how to access the 
internet themselves.

The next event is a short drop-in session aimed at parents of Year 11 students and how they can use the internet for 
revision and will be running at the same time as the Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 11th November 2004. 
Again staff from NEACC will be on hand to help parents get to grips with the resources out there on the web that 
are invaluable for effective GCSE preparation.  

Hope to see you there!

Mr Hurst

Genetic Fingerprinting Master Class 14th and 15th October 2004
Yet again the Genetic Fingerprinting Master Class ran successfully with Year 10 students from Notley, Alec Hunter, 
Ricktones and Tabor Science College. In all there were 18 students all of whom thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Yvette Wood (Notley) explained to me that the event was useful as she has a specific interest in following a career 
in forensic science. This event gave her a unique insight into how forensic scientists work in the real world and the 
equipment they use when analyse genetic evidence and preparing this for presentation and examination in court.

Whenever a crime is committed a team of Scene of Crime Officers (SOCOs as they are known in the trade) search 
the scene for any clues. These may be broken bits of glass left behind after a motor vehicle accident or fibres on 
door frames left by a careless burglar. 

The basis of forensic science comes from Locard’s Principle that ‘every contact leaves a trace.’ This is particularly 
important in genetic fingerprinting  because every cell of your body contains you unique genetic code. Any body 
fluids, hair or skin left at a crime scene can be analysed to identify the person they originated from. All that you 
have to do is extract the DNA, separate out the DNA to provide a genetic fingerprint and then match this with the 
DNA fingerprints taken from people who are suspected to have committed the crime. If there is a match then a 
court of law will be able to decide that the person was indeed present at the scene of crime.

The genetic finger printing master class allowed students to carry out laboratory techniques that would normally be 
undertaken by professional forensic scientists. From the data obtained they were able to identify the suspect who 
had committed the crime. 

Overall the event was a success and will be repeated next year.

Mr Hurst

Wanted  
We require a parent or friend of Notley to drive the 
school minibus. Primarily the person would be required 
to drive the minibus once a week to help transport pupils 
home following extra curricular clubs on a Tuesday. In 
addition it would be most helpful if this person were 
available on other occasions to support staff on other 
trips and visits.

Training would be given and the driver would be paid for 
their time.

If you would like more details please contact Mr. Lee-
Allan through the main school office.
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LEADING LITERACY 
SCHOOL 2004-5
Notley has been designated as a 
Leading Literacy School, by the Essex 
Literacy team, for this academic year.  
We were not surprised to find that the 
only other school in this category was 
Saffron Walden.  

This award recognises the innovative 
work which has been going on for 
some four years now in implementing 
the National Literacy Strategy.  
Students, from Year 10 down, will have 
been aware of a constant emphasis on 
improving their understanding of how 
language works at word, sentence and 
text level.  In Art, they will have been 
encouraged to develop their Speaking 
skills, using the more formal phrasing 
needed for analytical comments.  In 
Humanities, students will have used 
word-mats and writing frames to help 
support their written work.

However, the award also recognises 
the unusual nature of the reading 
support schemes which we have 
developed here to cater for the needs 
of very different types of reader. 

Paired Reading

This is our most established scheme, 
set up about eight years ago as part of 
the Raising Boys’ Achievement project.  
Once a week, Year 11 students meet 
with a Year 7 partner during afternoon 
registration, and read with them for 
fifteen minutes.  This has involved up 
to eighty students from each of the 
two year groups, so it reaches a large 
number of students.  The atmosphere 
in the library, with eighty students 
concentrating on sharing their books, 
is often quite magical.

Over time, many of these students 
have graduated to being the older 
partner, which has been a source 
of great pride to them.  The Ofsted 
report in 2000 commented on the 
pastoral benefits of such a scheme in 
engendering a sense of responsibility 
and community.

Little Dudes

This is a new scheme which has 
just finished its first run-through.  A 
group of thirty Year 9 students were 
trained to hear a Year 7 student read 
and then work with them on writing 
three sentences and picking out 
some spellings to learn.  In this more 
challenging scheme the partners have 
to commit to three sessions a week, 

only one of which is in registration 
time.  It has been a constant joy for us 
to see partners turning up to Breakfast 
Club, the Library at lunchtime and 
After-school Club in order to settle 
down with a book to read together. 

There were impressive results: some 
pairs managed thirty sessions in the 
term that the scheme was running, 
one Year 7 added 18 months to her 
reading age in that time – however, the 
most striking feature was the maturity 
shown by our Year 9s in handling this 
new experience. 

A new team are about to be trained so 
that the cycle can begin again.

Year 8 Reading Group

Just as book groups are all the 
rage for adults, so we have set up a 
group for keen Year 8s which meets 
fortnightly, convened by Mr Fincken, to 
talk about books they have enjoyed or 
found challenging.  It is early days yet 
for this group, but they have enjoyed 
their first assignment: reading “The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night Time”.  

Mini Dudes

In our latest venture we have been 
asked to support Year Two readers 
at John Ray Infants. This should be a 
wonderful opportunity for our squad 
of Year 9  boys to revisit the pleasures 
of “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”.   We 
have every confidence that they will 
be able to make their enthusiasm 
infectious.  Committing themselves 
to giving up their lunch-breaks to 
this task twice a week may be quite a 
challenge for them, however.

Leading Literacy Teacher

Miss Bland, Head of English, who 
has pioneered many of the school’s 
literacy developments, has been 
designated a Leading English Teacher 
for this academic year.  We should 
be receiving visits from other schools 
wishing to share good practice in 
this field.  We will enjoy hearing 
what initiatives and schemes they are 
running so that we can build on what 
we offer our students at Notley.
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Year 10 Chemistry Homework
These are xamples of homework by two year 10 students Stacey Arthur (10L) and Laurence 
White (10S). Both pupils are triple scientists and this homework was part of the ‘Earth 
Materials’ Chemistry module, which will be examined in November. Both pupils consistently 
produce homework of the highest standard.
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The Janet Smart Memorial Garden
Your chance to vote for the design of your choice.  An exhibition of the garden 
completed designs by Year 11 pupils will take place on;

 Thursday 18th November

 in the Drama Studio

 from 3.20 to 5.00pm.  

The exhibition will be open additionally at lunchtime for pupils to view the work.  
Votes will be counted at 5.00pm and the winner announced on Friday 19th.  The 
winning pupil will be working with our visiting artist/garden designer Bella D’Arcy 
to turn their design into a working plan which can then be used for the actual 
creation of the garden early in the Spring term.

Would you be interested in sponsoring a plant (£5) or making a donation to the 
project? 

If so please fill in the form below and return to the school office.  Please contact 
Mrs Stubbs or Mr Lee Allen if you would like further information about the project.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Please return to the School Office

The Janet Smart Memorial Garden

I would like to sponsor a plant for the memorial garden (£5) and/or make a donation to the project.

I enclose a cheque/cash payment.

Name ........................................................................  Date .............................................

Signature ...................................................................  Amount donated ...........................

Name of donors and plant sponsors will be included on a plaque in the garden courtyard. Please tick here if you do not 
wish your name to be used  Please make cheques payable to Notley High School.  Many thanks.


