
Notley High School

NEWSLETTER
Issue 198: 19 November 2004 www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk

In Brief...
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.
H

E
A

D
L

I
N

E
S

.
.
.

Battlefields Trip

Trenches at Sanctuary Wood

On Friday 12 November many of our Year 9 students took part in the annual 
Battlefields trip to northern France.  The visit provides an excellent opportunity 
for our students to see at first hand the trenches where many of the terrible 
battles of the First World War were fought.  The programme includes a visit 
to one of the war cemeteries. Seeing the graves of the many thousands of 
soldiers certainly brings across very starkly the terrible price that is paid in 
human life during wars.  Hopefully the excursion will have given them a 
better understanding of the importance and significance of poppies and 
Remembrance Day.

I am very grateful to all the staff who accompanied the trip and would 
especially like to thank Miss Duncan for her leadership and organisation.  The 
students on the trip behaved excellently throughout the day and were a great 
credit to Notley High School. 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening and Mock Examinations
The Year 11 Parents’ Evening took place on Thursday 11 November 2004.  
The evening was well attended and I trust that all parents of Year11 students 
found it informative with regard to their children’s progress in school.  Year 11 
Mock examinations begin next week.  In the last Newsletter I made reference to 
a number of useful revision resources which students can use.  I would ask all 
parents to provide suitable support at home for their children’s revision during 
this important mock examination period.  

Pupil Absence Lines  
Year 7    01376 556347

Year 8     01376 556348

Year 9     01365 556349

Year 10   01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you   
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email 
it directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-
high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is 
the Tuesday prior to publication. 
Please see the online diary for 
details at:

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
diary

Christmas Lunch 
Please make sure you return your 
slip to the canteen by Friday 19 
November if you want to order 
a Christmas Lunch. We will be 
unable to take any orders after 
this date.

Cleaners Required
£5.30 per hour

Monday to Friday

10 or 20 hours per week.

Please contact Mrs Wingrove -

01376 556319
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Carol Service
Our Carol Service will be held on Tuesday 14 
December 2004 at 7.30 pm in Christ Church,  London 
Road, Braintree.  As well as being an early celebration 
of Christmas, the Carol Service is one of the musical 
high points of the year.  The instrumental and choir 
items will include both traditional and modern pieces.  
Our readings will follow a similar pattern as we listen 
to both biblical passages and writings on Christmas 
from a contemporary perspective.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to invite all parents and friends to our 
celebration of Christmas.  I look forward to meeting 
many of you.

Governors’ Annual General Meeting 
with Parents 
This meeting also took place on Thursday 11 
November 2004.  I am grateful to the parents and 
governors who took the time to attend the meeting 
to express their support for the school.  The meeting 
provides an annual opportunity for governors to report 
on the work of the school and for parents to ask 
questions.  A number of issues were raised by parents 
and we will be looking into the matters raised within 
the school.  

End of term
As is customary, the term will end at 2.00 pm on 
Friday 17 December 2004.  Buses and taxis have been 
ordered for this time.

Design & Technology
Following a successful bid to the Wolfson Foundation 
we have just taken delivery of this new piece of 
equipment.

The Denford MaxiRouter is a CNC (Computer 
Numerically Controlled) router that can cut out 
shapes in wood and plastic in three dimensions 
under computer control up to a maximum size of 
approximately 500mm x 700mm.

When in use pupils will be able to design their product 
on a computer using either 2D Design or ProDesktop.  
Their design will then be uploaded to the machine to 
be cut.  This will allow our pupils to gain experience 
of using a CAD / CAM system that mirrors those used 
in industry helping them with both their Design & 
Technology examinations and their coursework.

It is also hoped that we will be able to use this system 
to provide training for the local community.

MON 22 NOV TUES 23 NOV WED 24 NOV THUR 25 NOV FRI 26 NOV MON 29 NOV TUE 30 NOV WED 1 DEC THU 2 DEC

PERIODS French:

1 & 2 Listening English I BCS RS 1 Maths 1 Science Dance

& Reading 8.55-9.55 8.55-9.55

8.55-10.25 8.55-10.40 8.55-10.25 8.50-10.20 8.55-10.25

Language . Biology Graphics: 

Rooms 8.55-9.55 Gr11F in G10

8.55-10.25

PERIODS Technology:

3 & 4 Geography (not Graphics Statistics Chemistry English 2 Maths 2 Music

11.15-12.45 11.15-12.15

Graphics 11.15-12.45 10.55-11.55 11.15-1.00 11.15-12.45 11.15-12.45

French Orals Gr 11E in G10 in Room G2

11.15-12.45

RAFT &

PERIODS History 1 Physics History 2 PE RS 2 Child

5 (6)  Development

2.00-3.00 2.00-3.00 2.00-3.00 1.25-2.40 2.15-3.00

2.00-3.00
French Orals

NOTE: DANCE PRACTICAL - FRIDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER

PE PRACTICALS: FRIDAY, 3RD AND MONDAY 6TH DECEMBER

IF NOT IN EXAMSALL EXAMS IN SPORTS HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

MOCK EXAM TIMETABLE NOVEMBER 2004

   STUDY LEAVE

NORMAL LESSONS

MON 22 & 

TUE 23 NOV

ART

(IN ART RMS ALL DAY)

MON 22 NOV & 

TUE 23 NOV

FRENCH ORALS 

(FOR ALL THOSE NOT

DOING ART)
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History trip to the Battlefields of First World War
Once again the History department led a very popular and thought 
provoking trip to the First World War Battlefields. This year leaving at a 
slightly later time of 4.30am, 90 Year 9 pupils travelled by coach and 
ferry to Ypres in Belgium, on the day after Remembrance Day. Once there 
they experienced Belgian chocolatiers hard sell and special buys before 
meeting our local guides Raoul and Willfred. During the rest of the day 
the 2 coaches visited various points of interest around the Ypres salient, 
location of the fierce fighting of Passchendale. First was the Menin Gate 
where the names of some 55,000 soldiers who have never been found 
are carved and where the Last Post is played every night at 8pm. Then 
we moved onto Tyne Cot, the largest Commonwealth cemetery where 
pupils read the poem “The Soldier” by Rupert Brookes and laid a wreath on behalf of the school. After that 
in   complete contrast we visited one of only four German Cemeteries at Langemark before moving onto Sanctuary 
Wood and experiencing first hand the wet and mud of the trenches. Despite being a long and tiring day the trip was 
a very moving and poignant experience for many. Lots of thanks go to Mrs Stringer, Mrs Bird-Williams, Mr Williams, 
Miss Maggs and Mr Ivey for their help and supervision throughout the trip.

 Miss Duncan

The Soldier
by Rupert Brooke
(1887-1915)
If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven

American student at Notley High School
When I was 17 (a long time ago!!!) I took part in an exchange to California and stayed with a family. I visited 
Santa Barbara, San Francisco and Los Angeles. I made many friends and Jessamyn Boltz (17)  the daughter of the 
family I stayed with came to visit me in England and spent the day at Notley High School on Friday 12 November. 
She shadowed Laura Mckoy for the day and was very impressed with the standard of work in the classrooms , the 
discipline and the relationships between students and teachers. 

She was also very impressed with the amount of 
technology we use in our classrooms.

I also kept in touch with friends I met during a Spanish 
exchange with a school in Madrid when I was 15 .

Exchanges are more than just a trip -  they are a way to 
experience a new culture and meet new people - friends 
for life. There are a few places left to go on the French 
exchange to go to Orleans - if you are interested please 
see Miss Perennes urgently.

Miss Vella
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