
Vaccinations
Tetanus, Diptheria and Polio vaccinations 
for all Year 10 pupils who have returned 
consent forms will take place on 
Wednesday 9th February commencing at 
9:15 periods 1,2,3 & 4.

Year 11 Leavers 
Photographs
Will be taking place on Thursday 3rd 
February, periods 1&2 in the sports Hall.

Please note
Year 9 Futures Assembly  2nd February 
is at Notley High School not Braintree 
College.

Vacancies for cleaners
Monday - Friday, 10 or 20 hours.  
Please contact the cleaning 
supervisor on 01376 556319 to 
arrange an interview.
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Our annual Key Stage 4 Presentation Evening was held on Thursday 13 January 
2005 where we had an opportunity to celebrate the success of last year’s Year 
11 and the success of the current Year 11 during their time in Year 10.  

We were honoured that Mr David Bell, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools, 
attended the evening as our guest speaker.  Mr Bell is a high profile national 
figure and we were very pleased that he took the time to visit Notley High 
School on this occasion.  He spoke eloquently in his speech, encouraging all our 
students to pursue their dreams and aspirations and wishing them every success 
in their future careers.  It was a great pleasure to see so many current and 
former students and their parents at the evening and I would like to thank Mr 
Lawn who did a splendid job of co-ordinating the event.  

Friends of Notley High School Quiz Night
I would like to thank the Friends of Notley High School, who organised another 
very successful Quiz Night on Saturday 22 January.  About 200 people attended 
the evening  and £400 was raised. 

As you know, the Friends organise several events throughout the year to raise 
funds for various projects which benefit all our students.  I am grateful to 
Mrs Cromie, Chair of the Friends Committee, and the other members of the 
Committee for their hard work on behalf of the school.  

Non-Uniform Day 4 February 2005
At the beginning of January we held a non-uniform day for the Asian Tsunami 
which raised over £2,000.  Our second non-uniform day of 2005 is on Friday 4 
February.  This is a national non-uniform day organised by UNICEF and, once 
again, students are requested to make a donation of at least £1.00 to wear 
casual clothes for the day.  The funds raised will support various development 
projects around the world in which UNICEF is very active.  

Pupil Absence Lines  
Year 7   01376 556347

Year 8    01376 556348

Year 9   01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11    01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email 
it directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-
high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is 
the Tuesday prior to publication. 
Please see the online diary for 
details at:

www.notley-high.essex.sch.uk/
diary

Presentation Evening



Page 2  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 202 - 28 January 2005

School Production of “Teechers”
Rehearsals are now well under way for our annual 
school production which takes place from Wednesday 
9 to Friday 11 February 2005.  This year Mrs Pollard, 
our Head of Drama, is directing “Teechers” by John 
Godber.  Further details about this production are 
provided elsewhere in this newsletter, by Mrs Pollard.  I 
look forward to seeing many of you at school for this 
production.  
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NOTLEY  UNIFORM
First of all a huge ‘thank you’ to all our parents for supporting our uniform policy.  A smart distinctive 
uniform helps to set the tone for academic study and gives the pupils and staff a sense of belonging and 
respect.  Some parents have experienced problems with the supplier, Smart Alec.  The school has been in 
discussion with the supplier and the following identified as an appropriate course of action:- 

Postage and Packing

There is a freepost service for returns.  There were some problems with the Braintree postal service and this 
address.  The correct address is:-

Smart Alec Limited
FREEPOST SN575
PO Box 275
Chippenham
Wiltshire  SN15 1BR

Anyone who has not received a refund for their returns postage should contact Smart Alec immediately.  
They do point out that returns should be sent back in ONE package and NOT in several small packages.  
They also request that parents measure accurately and check that measurements have not been given in a 
mixture of centimetres and inches.

Opportunity to try different sizes

As many parents expressed the need for the opportunity to try a range of sizes we have arranged for Smart 
Alec to attend at Parents’ Evenings.  Pupils can try on the clothes and then a garment can be purchased 
or ordered.  Anything not in stock for the evening will be sent by Freepost (approximately two week 
turnaround).

The Parent Evening dates for uniform order and purchase are:-

Thursday 17 February Year 7
Thursday 17 March Year 9
Thursday 7 April Any year group plus Year 10
Thursday 23 June Year 8
*Thursday 26 May New Intake.  Year 7 ordering and trying 

sizes only.  Collect 30 June.
Thursday 30 June New Year 7 (New Intake).

Collection of orders plus some new 
ordering.

*Orders made on 26 May should be ready for collection on 30 June.

Cost
Compulsory Uniform

Please note the ONLY items that need to be purchased from Smart Alec are:-

Badge, Tie, Rugby Shirt

Items with logo :

Trouser, Skirt, V-neck black sweater (optional as many pupils do not wear a sweater).  Please note hoodies 
are not allowed.

Revere blouse Year 10 (optional as tie and shirt can be worn).

Some parents have expressed their concern at the cost.  In comparison to many schools this is not an 
expensive uniform. However, Smart Alec has agreed to produce a budget line trouser, skirt and sweater.  
This will not be of the same quality as other more expensive items but will be cheaper.

Shape and Size

Where a parent has tried to provide their child with the school uniform but has found the fitting difficult, 
Smart Alec will logo items at a small charge.  This must be approved by the Learning Manager for the year 

group:-

Year 7 – Mr Lee-Allan

Year 8 – Mr Osborn

Year 9 – Mr Lawn

Year 10 – Mrs Moss

Year 11 – Mrs Marshall (new intake Mrs Marshall)

The Learning Manager must see the item with logo and approve it as appropriate school.
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UNICEF Day for Change - Friday 4th February 2005

Notley will once again be taking part in this national event, which raises 
millions of pounds each year to improve the lives of children in the 
Developing World.  The countries chosen as the focus for this year’s 
event are Ethiopia and Tajikistan, with the emphasis on Food & Nutrition.  
It is hoped that funds raised will be able to ensure that children in these 
very poor countries have a healthy and nutritious diet to give them the 
best start in life.
Friday 4th February will therefore be a non-uniform day, and all students 
will be required to pay £1 to their tutor on that morning for the privilege 

of coming to school in casual clothes.  If they wish to make a larger donation to this worthy cause, we 
would be very happy to accept it.
Can I take this opportunity to remind students and parents that it is a non-UNIFORM day and NOT a 
non-RULES day.  We do discourage the wearing of caps, hats and dangly jewellery for health and safety 
reasons, and appreciate your support in this.

Daily Mail Ideal Home Show
The Friends of Notley High School are visiting the Daily Mail Ideal Home Show 
at Earls Court On Saturday19th March 2005.

Coach departs from Notley High School at 9 am Returns from Earl’s Court 6 
pm. 

Cost is £23.50 per adult - £18.50 OAP*  to include return coach travel and 
show ticket.

For details of how to reserve your place, contact the school office on 01376 
556300.

Applications and payments must be received by Friday 18th February 
2005.Applications and payments must be received by Friday 18th February 
2005.

*Proof of age may be required at the show for concessionary ticket holders.

Ideal Home Show Booking Form
Name.........................................................  Child’s name and tutor group.............................................

Please reserve .......adult seats and ........OAP seats on the Ideal Home Show trip. I enclose ....... cash/
cheque made payable to ‘The Friends of Notley High School’

Lost Property
Lost property i.e. coats, P.E. kit, etc. will be displayed on a regular basis outside the main office.  Any items 
uncollected by Thursday 17th February will be destroyed.
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Tsunami!
Not always does water give life,

Nor quench thirst,

It shreds buildings,

Washes away farms,

Trees are uprooted,

Like a plague of locusts it swarms over cities,

Destroying everything in its path,

Showing no mercy to humans and animals alike,

Cold, cold water, covering you from head to toe,

Reaching out towards you like a dog straining on a leash,

Just seconds after the hill of death crashes down,

Lives will be lost,

Drowning all nearby,

Sucking lifeless bodies in its deadly pit as a tornado,

swallows a cow,

Debris, plants and animals all fall in its grasp,

More lives will be lost.

By Adam Southgate  9L

A* 7+ Excellent!

A well controlled poem with good use of poetic techniques.

We Watched.  They Witnessed.
A beautiful day on the white sandy beaches.

A day of giving presents and being with family.

Falling asleep with the sound of the sea.

Snuggling down in a warm comfy bed.

Awakening early before the heat of day.

Stirring to the frost and snow.

No warning.  Nothing.  Just sudden destruction.

Breaking News, Breaking News tsunami in Asia.

Children ripped from mothers.

Harrowing pictures of livelihoods destroyed.  Lives

Destroyed.

Desperately searching for family and friends.

The death toll rising, rising and rising.

But we all cry in the same language.

By Hannah Bailey 9L

A* 7+ Excellent!

An imaginative, well-controlled and moving poem.

Water is not Always What it Seems
The sun shines and the

Palm trees sway in the 

Soft Breeze.

The waves gently lap

Against the shore stroking

The soft sand.

All at once, a tremor.  As

Though the ground is 

Afraid itself.

Glasses tumble and smash

Buildings crumble and crash.

In the distance, the sea.

Awakes and rises from his

Watery sleep.

He comes rolling in.  White

Waves.  Galloping horses come

Towards you.

The shore is destroyed in one

Blow.  Houses fall apart and are

Carried away.

People, Animals, Trees, Plants.

All suffer in a way of their own.

Dying.

Roofs collapse on people’s heads.

But the wave, he carries on

And on.

He pulls humans under to join him

In his rampaging rush through 

The city.  

The sound of the last wave

Finally disappears and the

Damage is done.

Finally people realise what water

Can do as well as keep you alive.

It can kill you.

Moans from the dying and 

Wounded are heard like

An echo.

People pray to live and for

Family to have a happy time

Above them.

Maybe now people will realise

The full extent of the loss they

Have suffered.

They call: Please help us!

We are in need!

Water is not always what it seems.

By Charlotte Hounsell 9O

A*7+ Excellent! An imaginative, well constructed poem. You 
have used the poetic techniques very well.

Mr Finken’s Year 9 top set were studying poems from other cultures by James Berry, about extreme weather in the West 
Indies. After looking at poetic techniques, they wrote these poems about the recent disaster.

Student  Work From English
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Year 9 students were asked to produce 
a newspaper article explaining why 
the assassination of Austrian Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand by Serbian nationlists 
in 1914 led to the deaths of millions in 
World War One.   This example is by 
Vicki Chown in 9T.

Student  Work From History


