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In Brief...
School Production of “Teechers”
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Our annual school production took place this week when a large cast performed 
“Teechers” by Jon Godber.  The standard of performance was once again very 
high and audiences on the three performance nights were well entertained.  
I would like to thank  all the students and staff who were involved with the 
production, especially Mrs Pollard and Mrs Fincher for their tireless work in 
directing and preparing the cast.  I will provide a more detailed report about the 
production in the first Newsletter after half term.  

UNICEF Day for Change
Last Friday we held our second non-uniform day of 2005 to raise money for 
UNICEF Projects in Ethiopia and Tajikistan.  The funds raised will ensure that 
children in these very poor countries have a healthy and nutritious diet to 
give them the best start in life.  I would like to thank all our students for their 
contributions on the day.  The school raised a total of £1140.92 for these very 
worthwhile development projects.  

Non-Pupil Day 18 February 2005
May I remind parents that Friday 18 February is a non-pupil day when the 
school will be closed for staff training.  School begins again after the half term 
holiday on Monday 28 February 2005.  

Departure of students at the end of school
I would remind parents that in order to ensure the safety of our students as 
they leave the school site, the school drive is closed for 15 minutes each day 
at around 3.10 pm.   During this time, when the gate is closed, we insist that 
vehicles on our site do not move.  I would like to thank the majority of parents 
who comply fully with these safety arrangements and ask the small minority who 
do not to co-operate in future. 

The Pursuit of Success
Finally as we strive together for further academic success in the school I offer 
the following points about each year group which I hope you find helpful.  I 
would emphasise once again how important your support is in the education 
of your children and I hope the points below help you to engage in meaningful 
discussion with your children about their work in school. 

The Cast of ‘Teechers’

Pupil Absence  Lines 
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11   01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email 
it directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is the 
Tuesday prior to publication. 

Lost Property
Please note there is a large 
amount of lost property, which 
has been handed into the office 
this term, particularly coats and 
complete PE kits.  There are also 
a number of keys including house 
keys.  There have been numerous 
displays during lunchtimes and 
there will be a final display 
this coming Tuesday.  Please 
encourage your child to check 
the display if they have mislaid 
anything this term.  Anything 
not claimed by Thursday 17th 
February will be destroyed.

Cleaners Required

£5.30 per  hour
Monday to Friday
10 or 20 hours per week
Please contact Mrs Wingrove
01376 556319



Page 2  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 203 -  11 February 2005 

�

Year 7 
Year 7 Progress Checks were issued at the end of January giving an indication of how students are progressing in each of 
their subjects.  Please take this opportunity to discuss the progress checks with your child and offer support for any areas he 
or she needs to improve.  I would also remind Year 7 parents that the Year 7 Parents’ Meeting takes place next Thursday, 
17 February from 5.00 pm onwards.  This is an important opportunity for parents to speak with staff about progress in 
individual subjects half way through Year 7.  

Year 8
Year 8 have now completed termly assessments in November and January and staff are currently assessing their progress 
and writing reports.  Please check with your children how they have done in their assessments and offer support for any 
areas they need to improve.  The Year 8 reports will be issued to parents towards the end of March.  

Year 9
Year 9 are entering the important phases of preparations for national curriculum tests which take place in the first week of 
May.  I am grateful to Mrs Moss, Mr Lawn and Mr Williams who are currently organising the “SATs on Saturdays” sessions 
which begin after half term on Saturday 5 March and run until Saturday 30 April.  Further details about these sessions 
will follow later.  Please help with revision tasks your child is set for homework and make sure they plan their revision time 
effectively over the next few months.  

Year 10
Year 10 Parents’ Evening took place in December and in late January/early February Year 10 completed their internal 
examinations.  Year 10 students will now be receiving feedback on their examinations from their subject staff and it would 
be most helpful if you would support your child in following up any areas which need particular improvement.

Year 11
Year 11 reports are about to be issued to parents and I am grateful to Mrs Marshall, Mrs Tucker, Mrs Smith and other staff 
for the assistance they are giving students after school with coursework and examination preparation.  Year 11 parents 
have a crucial role to play at this time of year in ensuring that children are on task and coping with the demands of 
coursework.  Please take the time to support your child and ensure that they have a quiet place to study at home over the 
next few months.  I would remind Year 11 students and parents that there are now only ten school weeks remaining  before 
Year 11 students depart on study leave.  

Wanted - 50 Front Gardens
The Friends of Notley High School are delighted to announce that for the second year running, Bartlett Hammond Estate 
Agents have offered £200 sponsorship for the first prize of the Grand Draw, which will take place at the Summer Fete this 
year on 26th June. 
However, in order to secure this sponsorship, we need to find 50 households that would be willing to have a Bartlett 
Hammond board in their garden, advertising the school fete and the fact that Bartlett Hammond are the sponsors. (You 
may recall seeing the boards in the area last year.) Could you help us?

Bartlett Hammond will erect the boards during mid to late May and remove them in the week following the Fete. No work 
is required by the householder, apart from filling in the attached slip and returning it to the school office! Please help us to 
secure this sponsorship.

Many thanks - Sharon Cromie, for the Friends of Notley High School

Name......................................................................................................................................................................

Address...................................................................................................................................................................

Child’s name and tutor group.......................................

I would be willing to have a Bartlett Hammond board advertising the school fete in my garden.

Signed: .....................................................................................................................................................
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Year 8 Mathematical Master Class
On Thursday 20th January four pupils from each of 
Rickstones and Alec Hunter Schools joined five Notley 
Students and we headed off to Braintree College for the 
Master-class, unfortunately Tabor Science College students 
were unable to join us on this occasion.

After lunch in the refectory we joined Anne Butt our 
lecturer.  We were introduced to ‘decision maths’ and 
spent time studying ‘Prim’s Algorithms’.  We devised a 
minimum spanning tree for a new TV company.  This 
helped them to network cable to the entire country from 
their base in London using a minimal amount of cable.

After a short break we reconvened and were given a 
‘matchings’ task to solve.  This entailed allocating certain 
people to certain jobs.

By the end of the lecture we were all able to answer ‘A’ 
level questions with confidence.

A great afternoon was had by all and the Notley students 
were incredibly smart and a credit to the school.  I would 
also like to thank Mr Jackson for accompanying us on the 
trip.

Mrs Cook 

Mathematics Teacher

Ideal Home Show Booking Form
Name.........................................................  Child’s name and tutor group.............................................

Please reserve .......adult seats and ........OAP seats on the Ideal Home Show trip. I enclose ....... cash/cheque made 
payable to ‘The Friends of Notley High School’

�

Daily Mail Ideal Home Show
The Friends of Notley High School are visiting the Daily Mail Ideal Home Show at Earls Court On 
Saturday19th March 2005.  There are just a few places left. 

The coach departs from Notley High School at 9 am and returns from Earl’s Court at 6 pm. 

Cost is £23.50 per adult - £18.50 OAP*  to include return coach travel and show ticket.

For details of how to reserve your place, contact the school office on 01376 556300.

Applications and payments must be received by Friday 18th February 2005.*Proof of age may be 
required at the show for concessionary ticket holders.

Essex U 14s v Lancashire U 14s
On the 23rd of January I represented Essex County in 
a rugby match. The game was against Lancashire at 
Chelmsford rugby club, there was immense pressure on 
doing well and the opposition were very big. It was a good 
tempered game and the Essex squad had a hard slog as 
they were the smaller team but we came of victorious as 
stamina and strength prevailed.

In the first half Lancashire had the advantage of going 
down hill and having the wind behind them but Essex 
fought well.

By half time the score was 12-8 to Lancashire. In the 
second half we changed ends and Lancashire started to 
tire so Essex took advantage. Essex scored three trys and 
one conversion, whereas Lancashire scored one try and 
converted it.

The final score was Essex 25 Lancashire 19 and all the 
coaches and parents where proud of their team.

The next games are on the 9th February against Suffolk 
and on the 13th February against Oxford.  

Tim Clarke 9Y

Year 8 Cricket Team
On Tuesday 8th February the Year 8 Cricket team travelled 
to Colne Community college in Brighlingsea. The boys 
played in the inter-cricket competition, a competition 
sponsored by Essex County Cricket club. The game is 6 a 
side, played indoor and ace bowler bowls one over of 6 
balls. It was a fast opening game for Notley, beating The 
Gilberd School by 3 runs. The second game was against 
Thurstable and again Notley came out as winners, getting 
a target score of 48. So into the final, against our hosts, 
Colne Community College. Notley were bowling first 
and Colne set an outstanding target of 64, with grit and 
determination Notley could manage 52 in response. 

Well done to Yousuf Willemse, Ben Ladyman, Jake Turner, 
Matt Street, Will Bellamy and Michael Miller.

Sporting Achievements
Dean Woodcock of 8E swims for Chelmsford Swimming 
Club and he is competing in the Essex Age Group 
Swimming Championships.
He is Essex Champion for the boys’ 12 years age group in 
the following:
50m Breast Stroke,
50m Butterfly Stroke,
100m Individual Medley,
200m Individual Medley.
200m Backstroke 2nd place
400m Individual Medley 2nd place
50m Freestyle 3rd place
100m Backstroke 3rd place
50m Backstroke 4th place
He is currently halfway through the championships and is 
overall points leader of his age group in Essex so far.

Well done Dean
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Work from ICT – GNVQ

Year 10 students have now completed their first Unit 1 exam, which included coursework to
produce documents for an Italian chain of pizza parlours and restaurants.  Students had to design
a menu and customer survey form as part of this work.

Part of the course requires students to 
consider the target audience and to write
in language which suits the readers.

Designing a document, which attracts 
attention, and makes it appealing and 
interesting enough to draw the eye of the 
reader through the whole document, is
also needed to be taken into account.

Students researched various take-away
outlets and restaurants around Braintree
and then designed their own menus.

A variety of customer satisfaction surveys
were also obtained to get ideas for their
own restaurant questionnaire.  The use of 
simple symbols is a good idea, as 
customers would find these both 
attractive and quick to complete.

Documents were produced using a 
variety of programs including Word,
Publisher, Paint, PhotoDraw2 and
DrawPlus6.

Our students produced exemplary work in
this Unit and their creativity and eye for
design is apparent.
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