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In Brief...Top Class 
Performance
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I asked Mrs Pollard to pen a few words for the 
newsletter after the stunning success of the 
production of ‘Teechers’ before half term. I have 
reproduced her contribution to Headlines below:

This year’s school production of ‘Teechers’ by John Godber was a great success 
and had a record number of both pupils and staff involved. About 120 pupils and 
20 staff gave tirelessly of their time and talent to ensure that Notley retained its 
reputation for high standards in the performing arts. 

After the success of the ‘X Tasks’ in 2004, Mrs Pollard felt it was going to be a 
hard act to follow. However, the cast followed it in style, with several audience 
members comparing it to the Hull Truck Theatre Company who had recently 
toured the South East, and saying how the school production was far more 
entertaining to watch than the professionals!

The students who took part in ‘Teechers’ were from all years in the school and all 
rehearsed after school and weekends over the last five months.  Mrs Pollard felt 
that it was the commitment of the pupils both on and off stage that separated 
this production from others. Whether they were a main role, a chorus member or 
stage-hand, they were all totally focused on the job in hand. 

Yet again Mrs Readhead and Mrs Adams surpassed themselves with the fabulous 
eighties outfits they organised. However, there were rumours that most of it 
secretly came from their own wardrobes!! Those of you who came to see the 
production will have seen and heard the fantastic staff band who helped the 
actors rock their way through the play and gave the audience members a trip 
down memory lane. The art department worked flat out providing the stunning 
reversible set and one more member of staff who cannot go unmentioned is 
Mrs Fincher. Mrs Fincher joined the Drama department in September 2004 
and worked extremely hard on the stage management team to ensure the slick 
changes of scene.

On the last night of the play Mr Thompson wasted no time in asking Mrs Pollard 
what next year’s play was going to be. She replied, “That decision is a summer 
holiday job with a pile of plays and a good bottle of red wine!”  So if you didn’t 
manage to come along and see this year’s school play, keep your eyes peeled for 
the Notley Production 2006   - miss it, miss out.

Pupil Absence  Lines 
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in 
the School Newsletter, you can 
email it directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-
high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is 
the Tuesday prior to publication. 

Non-Pupil Day 
Please note that Thursday 24 
March is a non-pupil day when 
staff will  undertake in-service 
training.

Friday 11 March will be a non-
uniform fundraising day for 
Comic Relief.  Please see page 3 
for further details.

Lost Property
Lost property is building up again.  
This will be displayed every 
Tuesday at lunchtime outside the 
office.

Electric Guitar For Sale
Yamaha Pacifica – Black, in 
excellent condition. An ideal starter 
guitar. For details please contact 
Mr. Lee-Allan
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It only remains for me to thank all the students and staff 
who contributed to this production. Those of you who 
saw it will agree that everything about this production 
was of an exceptionally high standard. I would like to 
add my own particular thanks to Mrs Pollard and Mrs 
Fincher, who worked tirelessly in the Drama department 
over several months. The future of drama at Notley is 
very bright and the students are fortunate to have two 
very talented drama teachers.

Ski Trip 2005
On Friday 18 February 2005 the annual ski trip left for 
a week of skiing in Flachau, Austria.  Over 70 students, 
a record number, went on the ski trip this year.  All of 
them had a great time and returned safely on Saturday 
26 February.  The students made particularly good 
progress on the slopes and their behaviour throughout 
the week was exemplary.  I am very grateful to all the 
staff who accompanied the party and would especially 
wish to thank Mrs Segura who acted as organiser and 
party leader.  

Year 11
The next few weeks are a crucial period for our Year 
11 students. Students will by now have either finished 
or be very close to finishing their GCSE coursework 
and it is vital that by the end of this term all course 
work is finished in line with deadlines set by subject 
departments.
All Year 11 students should now be turning their 
attention to a proper revision programme which will 
take them through to the summer examinations. At this 
time of year, I am grateful to Year 11 subject teachers 
who are always willing to give extra help outside 
lessons. Most subjects are offering revision classes 
either during lunchtimes or after school. During the 
April holidays and half term in the first week of June, 
we will be providing our established programme of 
revision sessions and further details will follow from Mrs 
Marshall and Mrs Tucker.

SATs on Saturday
Year 9 students have National Curriculum Tests in the 
week beginning Tuesday 3 May (Monday 2 May is a 
Bank Holiday). Our well established SATs on Saturday 
programme will begins on Saturday 5 March  and runs 
through to Saturday 30 April. Students have already been 
invited to the most appropriate sessions for them and 
each workshop will target particular levels of the National 
Curriculum. I am very grateful to Mrs Moss who co-
ordinates the programme and to teachers who have agreed 
to give of their time on these Saturday mornings to help our 
students.

Academic Year Dates
Enclosed with this Newsletter are our academic year dates 
from September 2005 to July 2006 for your information.  
Please note that we have once again made slight changes 
to the published Essex LEA term dates.  There are no 
changes from the Essex term dates in the autumn and 
spring terms.  However, the summer term will end on Friday 
21 July 2006 rather than Tuesday 25 July 2006, as may be 
the case in some other local schools.  I will provide further 
details about non-pupil days for the next academic year 
when these have been decided.  

Year 9 Options
Year 9 are also engaged in choosing their GCSE options 
for next year at this time. On Thursday we held our Upper 
School Courses Evening to present information about 
the different subjects and the Key Stage 4 curriculum. 
On Thursday 17 March, the Year 9 Parents’ Evening will 
provide opportunities for you to discuss subject choices with 
individual teachers.
Our approach at Notley is very much to allow students to 
play to their individual strengths. The free options system 
allows our students to choose subjects they enjoy and we 
believe this has been a key factor in our success in recent 
years. Your support as parents is crucial in this process and 
if you have any concerns I would urge you to contact your 
child’s form tutor or Mr Williams the Year Manager.

Wanted - 30 Front Gardens!
The Friends of Notley High School are delighted to announce 
that for the second year running, Bartlett Hammond Estate 
Agents have offered £200.00 sponsorship for the first prize 
of the Grand Draw, which will take place at the Summer 
Fete this year on 26th June.  However, in order to secure this 
sponsorship, we need to find 50 households that would be 
willing to have a Bartlett Hammond board in their garden, advertising the fete and the fact that Bartlett Hammond are 
the sponsors. (You may have seen the boards in the area last year). 20 families have responded to our plea in the last 
newsletter, but we still need 30 more. Could you help?

Bartlett Hammond will erect the boards during mid to late May and remove them in the week following the fete. No 
work is required by the householder, apart from filling in the attached slip and returning it to the school office. Please 
help us to secure this sponsorship. 

Name......................................................................................................................................................................

Address...................................................................................................................................................................

Child’s name and tutor group...................................................................................................................................

I would be willing to have a Bartlett Hammond board advertising the school fete in my garden.

Signed: ...................................................................................................................................................................
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Year 7 Emerging Schools Rugby Tournament Harlow 
RFC17th February 2005 
The Year 7 team were placed in Pool 2 and had to play three schools 
from the Harlow area, Marks Hall, Passmore and Burnt Mill. The boys’  
first game was against Marks Hall, which they drew 5 all after both 
sides scored a try. As a developing team the boys played well and 
should have actually won their first game, which would have helped 
later on in the tournament. Their second game was very good against 
Passmore running out 10-5 winners; Jess Patrick scored a well-put 
together try to give Notley the victory. The ball had been secured earlier 
on by an excellent scrummage involving Mitchell Shore, George Scott 
and Oliver Hayden in the front row. The boys have not been playing 
long, but are already developing a strong platform to work from. The 
last game was against Burnt Mill and this would decide if we went 
through to the next round or not. Burnt Mill won 5-0, but Jake Parkin 
made some outstanding tackles throughout the match. The young team 
are being well led by Captain Charlie Shepherd and he demonstrated 
throughout the tournament some good ball running and controlling of 
the game at fly-half. Notley finished 4th overall, which was a very good 
result considering the competition. 
Mr Futcher
P.E Dept

Ideal Home Show Trip 19th March 2005
Booking has now closed for the ‘tickets and travel’ package for this trip. However, there are a couple 
of coach seats left, which we are offering for £12.00 each. These will be sold on a ‘first come first 
served’ basis. If you are interested, please fill in the attached slip and return to the school office. 
Please note, this is coach travel to Earls Court only and does not include entry into the Ideal Home 
Show.

Name...........................................................................................................................................

Childs name and tutor group................................................................................................................

Please reserve ............. seats on the coach to Earls Court at £12.00 each. I enclose cash/cheque (made payable to 
The Friends of Notley High School) for £...............

Sporting achievements
Dean Woodcock of 8E swims for Chelmsford Swimming Club and he 
is competing in the Essex Age Group Swimming Championships. In 
the latest round of the Essex Age Group Swimming Championships he 
became
Essex champion for the boys 12 years age group in the following:
100m Breast Stroke,
200m Breast Stroke
His time for the 200m Breast Stroke was an event best in Essex.
He also achieved the following:
200m Freestyle 2nd place
400m Freestyle 4th place
He is currently three quarters through the championships and is overall 
points leader of his age group in Essex so far.

Red Nose Day 2005 - Friday 11th March 
This will be a non-uniform day.  Students will be allowed to wear the official  Sainsbury’s red 
noses and red hair colour will also be allowed, however, it must be the official Sainsbury’s 
spray.  The colour must be out of students hair by Monday 14 March. All year groups will be 
organising their own fundraising events on the day.  Students and staff must pay £1 for the 
privilege of non-uniform and we can also accept any additional donations you may wish to give.

Would you like to train to 

become a teacher?
Mid Essex ITT

Can offer you two pathways

Graduate Teacher Programme
and

School Centred Initial Teacher 

Training

Can you offer:
♦ A degree or equivalent

♦ GCSE English and Maths Grade 

C (or equivalent)

♦ Workplace skills relevant to 

young people still at school

♦ A genuine commitment to the 

learning and development of 

young people

If you believe that teaching 
might be for you please join 
us for an Initial Teacher 
Training Open Evening at 
Shenfield High School on 
Thursday, 10th March 2005  
from 6.30 – 8.30 p.m.  We 
will be happy to answer your 
questions and give further 
advice on the two pathways 
into teaching.

If you require more information please 

call Mr Dave Lee-Allen at Notley High 

School on 01376 556300
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