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On Monday 16 May we held our 
annual School Prom.  The Prom 
has become a well established 
feature of life at Notley High 
School and once again the 
evening was a tremendous 
success.  There were the usual 
variety of modes of transport used 
to arrive at the Prom and large 
numbers of families and friends 
gathered outside the sports hall to 
view the arrivals.
This year for the first time the 
sports hall was transformed 
using an internal marquee, which 
created a fabulous atmosphere 
for the event.  Year 11 students 
looked fantastic in their outfits 
and their enjoyment of the event 
was matched by their excellent 
behaviour.
The nicest thing about the whole 
evening was the very positive 

and friendly atmosphere amongst 
students and staff.  I am very 
grateful to Mrs Marshall, Mrs Smith, 
Mrs Salmon and all the Year 11 
students who assisted in staging 
such an excellent evening.   There 
is no doubt that the Notley High 
School Prom goes from strength to 
strength each year.
The following day Year 11 students 
departed on study leave after their 
final Leavers’ Assembly.  I would like 
to thank them all for their excellent 
behaviour and attitude on their final 
day in school and indeed over the 
last few weeks.  Many staff have 
commented how well this Year 11 
have conducted themselves through 
their last few weeks in school.  On 
behalf of everyone at Notley High 
School I wish them every success in 
their forthcoming examinations and 
in the future. 

Year 11 Prom

Wordsearch Winner
The winner of the last Year 8 ICT 
Wordsearch is Alexia Gieson of 8C, 
who has won a £3 Canteen Voucher.

Access your work from 
home - with RM Easylink

We are 
pleased to 
announce 
that students 

and staff are able to access their 
work area on the curriculum network 
from home (My Documents).  Simply 
by clicking on the RM Easylink logo 
on the home page of the school 
website, all you need to do is follow 
a few easy steps.  Firstly, you will be 
prompted for your normal username 
and password that you would use on 
the CC3 curriculum network.  Then 
you just click on the Home Directory 
folder and your My Documents 
folder opens.  You now have access 
to saved work.  The advantages of 
this are that you can continue with 
classwork, coursework or undertake 
homework directly in your area, all 
in the comfort of your own home!  It 
is therefore vital that you do not let 
anyone else know your password and 
it is also good practice to change 
this regularly.  We are sure this new 
facility will be extremely beneficial to 
students in particular and we hope 
you enjoy using it.
Mrs J Smith – Director of ICT

No Front Gardens 
Required! 

The Friends of Notley High 
School have now had 50 
householders volunteer to have a 
Bartlett Hammond board in their 
garden advertising the school fete, 
which is on 26th June. Many thanks 
to all who have volunteered and 
therefore helped to secure Bartlett 
Hammond’s sponsorship. You 
should be getting your boards soon.
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John Ray Trust Concert
On Saturday 14 May the John Ray Trust held a concert 
in St Michael’s Church in Braintree to commemorate 
the Tercentenary of the death of John Ray.  This was a 
very prestigious event with Dr David Bellamy attending 
as guest of honour.  All the items in the concert 
centred on the theme of the natural world and the 
environment. We were honoured that the Notley High 
School Windband and Choir were asked to perform 
in this concert.  Once again the Windband and Choir 
performed to a very high standard and added to their 
growing reputation.  I would like to thank Mrs Hanna 
for leading the Windband, Miss Cook for leading 
the Choir and Miss Pillinger and Mr Callely for their 
contributions.  I would also like to thank Mrs Janet 
Turner, Vice-Chair of Governors, for her invitation to 
Notley High School to participate in this concert.

Year 8 Supporting Achievement Evening
During last week we held this annual evening to support 
the achievement of many of our Year 8 students.  Parents 
attended to receive advice and guidance on the progress 
of their children and were able to meet with form tutors.  I 
would like to thank the tutors for their contribution and Mr 
Osborn and Mrs Park for their organisation of the event.

Whole School Talent Show
Our Whole School Talent Show will take place on Tuesday 
24 May at 7.30 pm and I hope that many parents will be 
able to attend to witness the quality of artistic talent within 
the school.  Further details are available from Mrs Hanna at 
the school.

Half-Term Dates
I would remind parents that school closes for the half-term 
holiday on Friday 27 May and re-opens on Monday 6 June.  
I wish all parents, staff and students a restful and relaxing 
half-term holiday.

Our Baby Experience 
As part of the Child Development course, baby Elliot, or as Mrs Curran calls him 
David Junior, was taken home for a weekend to give us an insight into what it is 
like to be a real parent.

Sam picked up the baby on Friday 6th May; Elliot was already ‘activated’ and 
we could hear him breathing. He didn’t start to cry until 5 pm when he wanted 
to be fed. He kept on crying until 7:30 pm while Sam changed, burped and 
rocked him. The next time he woke was around 8:30 pm and wanted feeding 
again! After that he was burped and had his nappy changed. Finally at 10:00 
pm Sam got to go to bed! After 5 hours sleep Elliot awoke and whimpered then 
went back to sleep. In the morning he awoke at 7:00 am and over a period of 5 
hours he was constantly fed and changed until finally fell asleep.
Gemma took over at 5:00 pm, and he 
didn’t stir until about 8:00 pm and she 
tried to feed him but that only lasted about 
2 minutes and then she changed him and 
burped him and placed him back in his 
car seat. The next time he made a noise 
he gurgled and then started a whimpery 
cry, which got louder and louder whilst 
Gemma got him out of the car seat and 
fed him, which seemed to please him! 
Then after about 20 minutes she burped 
him and changed him and eventually 
went to bed at 10:00 pm. After only two 
and a half hours sleep he wanted feeding 
again and kept her up until 2:00 am! Elliot 
gurgled at around 7:00 am but nothing else, 
then wanted feeding at 9:30 am. He slept all day until 2:30 pm when he was 
fed, burped and changed.
We both thought that this was a very useful and worthwhile experience and 
showed us that we don’t want children for a while! Elliot was extremely tiring 
and whingey: just like a real baby, but we enjoyed the responsibility and 
the fact that only we could be identified as the parent. We would definitely 
recommend other pupils taking Elliot home to experience what we dealt with 
through a whole weekend. We found it hard to deal with just over the weekend; 
we couldn’t imagine how a full time parent could manage 24/7! The only 
disadvantage was that the identity bracelet sometimes took a while to register 
which was frustrating; as it has to be bleeped before an action was recorded. 
This meant that Elliot became hysterical! We are glad that we could give him 
back to Mrs Curran and finally get a good night’s sleep!
By Gemma Canham and Sam Harper: GCSE Child Development students
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Year 11 Prom
On Monday 16 May the Sports Hall was transformed into a beautiful 
silk marquee complete with two chandeliers, a dance floor, spiral 
trees with fairy lights, backlit wall and a DJ.  Students had been 
excited all day and were obviously keen for the party to begin as 
quite a few arrived before the start time of 6.30 pm!  The arrivals 
were spectacular – stretch limo’s, Rolls Royce’s, Aston Martin’s, 
Porsche’s, a hot dog van, fire engine, pony and trap, motorbikes, 
paramedic vehicle, veteran cars, pink Cadillac and two black horses 
and carriage, to name but a few.  As the students stepped out of 
their chosen vehicles they were greeted with a chorus of approval 
from the many family onlookers who had come to look 
at the sight of so many beautiful young women and 
handsome young men, arriving to enjoy their leaving 
Prom.  In some cases it was too emotional and a few 
parents were overcome with the sight of their son or 
daughter looking so grown up.  At the inside entrance 
of the marquee, a Year 10 student, Fern Dixon, gave 
a wonderful rendition of the harp which instilled a 
very elegant, sophisticated air to the evening and the 
students loved it.  The atmosphere was buzzing inside 
and just after 7.30 pm everyone sat down to begin their 
meals and with nine or ten people at each table, there 
was plenty to talk about.  Staff joined students at their 
tables and the evening began in earnest.  At the end of 
the meal, the special awards were announced by Mrs 
Marshall and Mrs Smith.  As imagined, it was a very 
difficult task for the judges to decide on who should win 
the awards, but eventually the decisions were made.  Among the 
many awards were:  Best Arrival, which was won by Jamie Murray 
and Gemma Gisby who arrived in a trap drawn by Jamie’s horse, 
Barney.  Best Dressed Male – Akan Eka who was splendid in a 
cream suit, white shirt and gold tie.  The Best Dressed Female 
award was impossible to give to one girl, as the judges could not 
decide on which of two students should be the winner!  So, the 
joint winners were announced as Kara Spurgeon in a classic 
ivory, fitted, strapless dress and Jennifer Walter who wore a 
sophisticated, chic, maroon and cream dress complete with 
matching cane.  The Best Male and Female Hairstyles went 
to Sam Chant and Andria Cowell, the Best Dressed Couple 
award was won by Nicola Sherman and James Johnson, 
with the Most Enduring Romance going to Lawrence Drew 
and Stephanie Shead – aaah!  Tutors were also given 
awards based on Disney and cartoon characters to match 
their personalities.  Wicked and Good Fairy Godmothers, 
Penelope Pitstop, Syndrome, Cruella de Ville, Princess Fiona 
and Donkey from Shrek were among the awards – which 
Year 11 tutors can you match up to them??!!!  The piéce 
de resistance was the ‘It’s time to leave Notley’ song by 
the Year 11 tutor team (sung to the tune of ‘It’s got to be 
perfect’), which had the students on their feet joining in.  The 
remainder of the evening saw the students on the dance 
floor – it was fantastic.  Two guests were especially welcome 
on the night and these were Mrs Tucker and Miss Bell who had 
both been Year Managers to the group.  Students were very 
appreciative of the fact that they had come back for their ‘send 
off’, especially Miss Bell who had travelled from the Isle of Wight.  
The evening ended at 11.30 pm when the stretch limo’s returned 
for the journey home.
The whole evening was a spectacular success and this was due 
to a large team of people consisting of staff, students and the 
Meridian Roadshows company.  The Class of 2005 will certainly 
be able to look back on their Prom with fondest memories.  
Photos of the evening are on the school website.
Mrs Marshall and Mrs Smith
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Wanted!
Can you help?
In order to make full use of the 
interactive baby we need a few pieces 
of equipment. 
Baby buggy, first stage baby car seat, 
changing bag with mat, baby carrier.
If you have any of these items in the 
loft or garden shed and you want 
them to go to a good home, then 
look no further.  We would be happy 
to take them off your hands and put 
them to good use as part of the GCSE 
Child Development Course.  If you 
can help please contact either Mrs 
Curran or Mrs Williams via the school.
Thank you.

Summer Fête 
Preparations for this year’s Summer 
Fête, which takes place on the 26th 
June, are well underway. The Fête and 
Grand Draw are our main fundraisers 
of the year and provide a substantial 
amount of money to finance various 
projects and purchases of equipment 
throughout the school. 
One of our main fundraisers at the 
fete is our adult and child tombolas, 
not least because yet again, Barclays 
Bank are generously matching our 
takings on these stalls to a maximum 
of £750.00. It is therefore important 
that we do what we can to make 
these stalls a success, so The Friends 

Year 9 ICT Wordsearch

V U G
E A W G E

T I V B G K T
Z F H A R S I

E S C T N L O D L
C L A H O T U U R

K R T U J I C E A E C
R E L B A T E T A T S
M M Q K Z A J A R R E
E M P P S C O L C I R
N O R Y M I R O H E P
X C O V O F P P I V A
R E T A D I L A V A F

T O L I R G R E L
H C H F E W T L E

O C Y V A X G
L O D J T E I

E Z C M J
W B D

of Notley High School are now appealing 
for any donations of prizes for them. All 
donations would be very welcome and can be 
sent into school at any time. 
As well as personal donations, we are also 
asking for donations from local businesses. 
Do you own your own business or work for 
a company that would be willing to donate 
us a prize? If so we would love to hear 
from you! Publicity will be given in the fête 
programme, newsletter and website for 
any donations from businesses, so it’s an 
opportunity not only to help the school, but to 
get a bit of publicity as well! 
If you feel that you can help, please contact 
Sharon Cromie via the school office.

archive
audit
ecommerce
evaluate
extrapolate
metatag
modify

project
protocol
retrieval
statetable
validate
verification

Please complete the Wordsearch below and hand in to Mrs J Smith (ICT) by Tuesday 24 May to win a £3 canteen voucher.


