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Pupil Absence Lines 
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8   01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you 
would like to be included in the 
School Newsletter, you can email 
it directly to the editors at:

newsdesk@notley-
high.essex.sch.uk

The deadline for submission is 
the Tuesday prior to publication. 

Lost Property - Last Chance
We will be displaying all lost 
property on results day.  Please 
be aware that this is your last 
chance to pick up any remaining 
lost property as it will be disposed 
of after this date.

Art GCSE Reminder
Year 9 pupils who are taking Art  
GCSE next year can see examples 
of their summer project work on 
NELT.

Start of Autumn Term
Please note that the Autumn Term begins for students at the normal time on 

Tuesday 6 September 2005.  Monday 5 September will be a staff training and 
preparation day for the new academic year.  

I would like to wish all staff, governors, students and friends of Notley High 
School an enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday.  

Departing Staff
At the end of this academic year we say farewell to a number of staff who are 
leaving Notley High School.
Mr M Savidge  (Science)
Mr Savidge began working in the Science Department at Notley in September 
1974, soon after the school had first opened.  Prior to this he taught Biology and 
Rural Science at the Hundred of Hoo Secondary School in Kent.  He has made 
an excellent contribution to the teaching of Science at Notley over 31 years.  
During this time he took on various responsibilities within the department and he 
assisted many Heads of Science during his time here.  He also acted as subject 
co-ordinator for Science for a period of time and assisted with the management of 
Health and Safety within the school.  As well as his scientific abilities, Mr Savidge 
is also an accomplished musician, having passed grade 8 examinations on the 
violin and the piano and also a very keen cyclist.  During his time at Notley High 
School Mr Savidge has earned the respect of staff and students alike for the quiet, 
conscientious and meticulous way in which he gets things done.  We thank him for 
his substantial contribution to the school over the last three decades and wish him 
every happiness in his retirement.
Mrs N Groom (Librarian)
Mrs Groom began working in the Library in June 1997 and has, for the last 
eight years, organised and developed the Library in a most efficient way.  We 
are grateful to her for her part in developing the Library as a central resource 
for the benefit of the whole school.  I would also wish to thank her on behalf of 
the Governing Body for her contribution as a staff governor.  We wish her every 
success in her new post as a Sales Representative with Hodder Wayland.  
Mr K Hanson (Geography)
Mr Hanson has held a number of teaching roles within the school since first 
being appointed to the school in January 1998.  We have been able to call on 
his services on several occasions to cover temporary vacancies or staff absences, 
principally in Languages and Humanities but also in other areas of the curriculum 
on a supply basis.  Most recently he has fulfilled a part time contract in the 
Geography Department.  We thank him for his unstinting service to the school and 
wish him well as he retires to France.  
Mrs Stringer (ICT)
Mrs Stringer joined us as an IT Technician in September 1999.  She soon took 
on some additional duties as an unqualified teacher and subsequently gained 
qualified teacher status through her work in the school.  For the last two years she 
has co-ordinated the Key Stage 3 ICT course at the school and she now leaves us 
for promotion to the post of Head of Year at Rickstones School in Witham.  We 
are very grateful for her contribution to ICT and wish her every success in her new 
post.  
Mrs Cook (Mathematics)
Mrs Cook joined Notley as a Learning Support Assistant in June 1999.  She soon 
showed her abilities and was promoted to Senior Learning Support Assistant, from 
where she began to take on some teaching duties.  In the last few years she has 
made a significant contribution to the teaching of Mathematics in the school.  We 
are grateful to her for her hard work and wish her every success and happiness as 
she re-locates to Spain with her family.  

School Health Adviser
Helen Mullem will be starting in 
September to cover our current 
School Nurse Lynsey Wells who 
is studying for her Specialist 
Pratitioner Degree for a year. 
Helen will be based at Tekhnicon 
Centre in Braintree.
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Mrs K Turner (Receptionist/First Aider)
Mrs Turner started work in the main office at Notley 
in September 2000.  For the last five years she has 
provided excellent service as Visitor and Student 
Receptionist as well as coping admirably with the 
First Aid requirements of our students.  We thank 
her very much for her contribution to the school 
and wish her every success in her new post as Ward 
Clerk at Broomfield Hospital.  
Mr R White (Maintenance)
Mr White joined the Maintenance and Caretaking 
team at Notley in July 2001.  The school 
has benefited enormously from his excellent 
carpentry skills and his contribution to the general 
maintenance of the school. We thank him for his 
hard work for Notley High School and wish him 
every happiness in his retirement. 
Mrs J Rae (Art)
Mrs Rae joined the Art Department in October 
2001.  She has made an excellent contribution 
to the Art department, particularly through the 
development of the ceramics area as an integral 
part of the Art curriculum.  Recently she acted as 
Head of Department during Mrs Stubbs’ maternity 
leave.  We thank her for her contribution to the 
development of Art at the school and wish her every 
happiness as she retires to Scotland. 
Mr K James (Science)
Mr James joined the Science Department in 
September 2002 having previously worked as 
a Science teacher at St Peter’s High School in 
Burnham-on-Crouch.  We thank him for his 
contribution to the Science Department and also 
for assisting with the teaching of GCSE Engineering 
during the last year.  We wish him every success as 
he returns to St Peter’s High School to take up a 
promoted position in their Science Department.  
Mrs Pollard (Head of Drama)
The school has benefited greatly from Mrs 
Pollard’s  leadership of the Drama Department 
over the last three years.  Drama has grown in 
popularity and results have been very good.  As 
well as her contribution to Drama in the curriculum, 
Mrs Pollard has directed three very successful 
school productions:  The Tempest (2003), The X 
Tasks (2004) and Teechers (2005).  She has also 
participated in the school band and now leaves to 
pursue a musical career with her own band.  We 
thank her for her excellent contribution to the school 
and wish her every success for the future.  
Miss C Spring (History and Citizenship)
Miss Spring joined us from Copleston High School 
in Ipswich in September 2003.  She has made an 
excellent contribution to the teaching of History and, 
in the last year, has been a very effective Citizenship 
Co-ordinator.  We thank her for her hard work for 
the school and wish her every success as she takes 
up her position with the Essex Youth Service.  

Mr D Moss (Mathematics) 
Mr Moss came to us in September 2003, having 
previously been Head of the Mathematics Department 
at William Edwards School, in Thurrock.  He brought a 
wealth of experience to the Mathematics Department 
and we are grateful for the contribution he has made to 
the teaching of Mathematics at the school.  We wish him 
every happiness as he retires.  
Miss K Brown (Learning Support Assistant) 
Miss Brown has worked with us in the Learning Support 
Department since October 2003.  We thank her for the 
contribution she has made in assisting students with their 
work in lessons and we wish her every success as she 
leaves to pursue a career in primary school teaching. 
Mr J Barnfield (PE)
Mr Barnfield has assisted in the PE Department since 
May of this year.  He has fitted in very well with his 
colleagues in PE and developed a good rapport with 
students in PE lessons.  We are grateful for his assistance 
over the last three months and hope to see him again as 
a supply teacher in September.  
Year 10 Geography Field Trips
I am very grateful to Mr Tucker for organising very 
successful Geography field trips for Year 10 students last 
week and to Miss Elstone, Mr Williams, Mr Muttock, Mrs 
Kinder and Mrs Haight for accompanying them.  The 
first of these trips took place on Monday 11 July when 
students visited Epping Forest and this was followed by a 
residential trip to Dorset from Tuesday 12 until Friday 15 
July.  As always our students were a great credit to Notley 
High School.  
Janet Smart Memorial Garden
Plans are now in place to complete the Janet Smart 
Memorial garden adjacent to the English Department 
over the summer holidays.  Miss Smart taught in the 
English Department until her very sudden death in the 
summer of 2003.  The garden will provide a lasting 
memorial to her work at the school.  
We have recently held two further fund raising events to 
support the costs of creating the garden.  I am grateful 
to Mrs Pollard for organising “A Concert for Janet” last 
Friday when staff, students and parents came together 
for a most enjoyable evening of music in the drama 
studio.  I am also grateful to Mr Lee-Allan for arranging 
for the staff band to play for students on Tuesday of this 
week.  Students contributed £1 each to listen to the band 
and this money will go towards the cost of the garden.
Land’s End to John O’ Groats by Bike!
My own personal challenge for the summer holidays is 
to cycle from Land’s End to John O’ Groats and raise 
money for three charities.  I have provided details of the 
trip later in the Newsletter and would be most grateful to 
receive any donations to the charities.  I will let you know 
how the trip went in the first Newsletter of next year.
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Centre for Assessment Excellence Award
The school has recently been recognised as a Centre of 
Assessment Excellence by Goal plc, the country’s leading 
educational online testing organisation.  We have become 
one of 14 regional centres nationally, chosen from 1,000 
schools.  The main user of Goal’s online testing system is 
the ICT department who regularly assess KS3 students from 
the beginning of Year 7 to the end of Year 9.  The system 
marks the tests and gives National Curriculum levels for 
each student, as well as targets, strengths and weaknesses.  
Using the test data, students’ progress is monitored.  The 
current Year 9 students have progressed well in the past 

Jason Davies of Goal plc, presenting 
the award certificate to Mr Jonathon 

Osborn, Deputy Headteacher.

Jason Davies of Goal plc, presenting the award certificate 
to Mrs Jacqui Smith, Director of ICT and Mrs Fiona Stringer, 

KS3 ICT Co-ordinator.

three years, particularly at NC Level 6, which shows an 
improvement of 44% from Year 7.  85% of this year’s 
students achieved NC Level 5 or above which is very 
pleasing.  Mrs J Smith, Director of ICT, is delighted with the 
recognition achieved through implementing this innovative 
system three years ago.  The school will now host events 
with Goal to share good practice and assist primary and 
secondary schools in the area.  Other aspects of this status 
of excellence allow Notley to pilot new assessments, tests 
and support material before official launch dates.  Notley 
is also being featured as a case study for good assessment 
practice.

Fundraising Fair for Ghana
If you came down to the Sports Hall at lunchtime on 
Friday 8th July you would have seen an amazing 
transformation.  Not only was it full of people in school 
uniform rather than P.E. kit, but no-one was doing any 
P.E. - unless you count Beat the Goalie!  There was an 
array of homemade cakes on sale, treasure map games 
and ‘guess the name of the teddy’, tombolas, ‘hook a 
bottle’ and ‘hook a duck’, an aerobic dance workout 
taking place in one corner and a number of teachers 
volunteering to be hit with wet sponges outside - all in the 
name of charity.

The Year Seven learning group kindly agreed to help 
me raise funds for my trip to Ghana this summer.  I am 
going to Ghana with a group of sixteen volunteers from 
my church to fit out a village school with a Library and 
computer room, and run a holiday club for the students.  
The Year 7 team were keen to help with the necessary 
fundraising and we decided upon a Charity Fair - inspired by the current Year 10 team’s fundraising Fair last year.  Each 
tutor group decided upon a stall (some had several!) and organised all the necessary equipment.  On the day we raised 
£250, which was a fantastic amount to raise in half an hour and is a tribute to the enthusiasm and hard work of the Year 7 
students, their tutors and the many staff and students who came along to support us.  Thank you very much to all of you for 
coming along, and well done Year 7 - fancy doing it again next year?

Miss Maggs
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C.H.I.P.S. Trip - June 2005
Students from Year 10 who 
volunteered to become C.H.I.P.S 
(Childline in Partnership with 
Schools) counsellors/peer mentors 
recently visited the Childline offices 
in London as part of their final 
training and to receive their C.H.I.P.S 
awards. Rebecca Lee from 10T 
describes the trip.

On Thursday 23rd June, the hottest 
day of the year so far, 21 students 
from Notley High School met at 
Braintree Station at 8.45 am to 
make the trip to London and the 
Childline offices situated close to 
Liverpool Street Station. The hour 
journey flew past and we were 
greeted warmly by the C.H.I.P.S 

team staff and were taken down to 
their part of the building where we 
were to spend most of the day.
The school team worked in groups 
on different communication 
exercises including listening skills 
– which proved to be a real eye 
opener for some of us! We also 
heard from a volunteer Childline 
worker who gave us helpful advice 
on how Childline worked and how 
it can help youngsters from all over 
the country and from all different 
backgrounds. It was then our turn 
to put our thinking caps on and 
design logos and fundraising ideas 
for Childline’s forthcoming 20th 
birthday. As part of the morning 
session we were also taken to view 
the counselling room where calls 

from children come into the building, we 
weren’t allowed into the room, as Childline 
calls are confidential.

After saying thank you and goodbye it 
was a quick walk back through Spitalfields 
Market to the train and home and to 
think of ways we could put our new skills 
into use. (Inevitably it was a member of 
staff who kept us waiting at the station 
– apparently Ms Maggs had ordered 
something exotic from Starbucks and it 
took ages to make!)

A big thank you to Mr Hardwick and 
Ms Maggs for organising the trip and 
accompanying the students.

Pictured below are the C.H.I.P.S. team 
minus Lauren Costain who was unable to 
make the trip but who has also qualified as 
a peer mentor at Notley High School.

Carnegie Medal Reading 
Group
Seventeen Year 7 pupils have been 
taking part in a Carnegie Medal 
Reading Group.  The Carnegie 
Medal is a national prize awarded 
annually for the best book of 
children’s fiction published during 
the year.  The pupils have been 
reading all the books on the shortlist 
for the Carnegie Medal, taking part 
in discussions about the books and 
recommending the book that they 
think should win the prize.  The short 
listed books were:  
‘Looking for JJ’ by Anne Cassidy

‘Al Capone does my Shirts’ by 
Gennifer Choldenko
‘Millions’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce
‘Heartbeat’ by Sharon Creech
‘The Star of Kazan’ by Eva Ibbotson
‘The Scarecrow and his Servant’ by 
Philip Pulman
All the books had their supporters 
among the pupils, ‘The Star 
of Kazan’ and ‘Looking for 
JJ’ receiving the highest 
recommendations.  Last week the 
pupils were interested - and in 
some cases surprised - to hear that 
‘Millions’ had won the Carnegie 
Medal.  A popular film based on 
this book is already being shown in 

cinemas. 
All the books are available to borrow from 
the School Library.
The pupils who took part were: Nadine 
Forshaw, Victoria Prosser, Catherine Stiff 
(7N); Lee Wakefield, Victoria Rose (7O); 
Matthew Davey, Francesca Hampshire 
(7T); Lauren Plumb (7E); Rebecca Hedges, 
Holly Turnbull (7Y); Lauren Aston, Zachary 
Baylis, Rhiannon Brignell (7H); Hannah 
Bentham (7S);
Nicola Ingram, Ashley Smith (7B); Tom 
Williams (7C).  I am grateful to them all for 
their thoughtful contributions to the group’s 
discussions.
M. J. Fincken
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Braintree & Colchester 
College Visits

On Wednesday 6th July the Year 10 
students went to Braintree College for 
a ‘Taster Day’.  Pupils had to choose 
two options for the day, which ranged 
from Beauty Therapy to A Level 
Physical Education.  The activities that 
the students took part in were very 
diverse and wide ranging.
All of the students enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere at the college and also 
the way in which the courses were 

run for the students.  This was the first 
time that the students had experienced 
‘A’ levels or other Higher Education 
courses.
One student expressed how she liked 
Braintree College because of the 
relaxed atmosphere and the interesting 
nature of the subject material.
Another student said that he found the 
subjects he took interesting as he learnt 
new things and learnt what it would be 
like to go to college.
On 13th July, a selection of thirty Year 
10 students went to Colchester Sixth 
Form College.  They had to make their 
own way there and back which was a 
real experience for them all!!  There 
was a range of courses for them to 
experience similar to that offered at 
Braintree College.  One student said 
that even though the facilities were not 
as good, they preferred Colchester to 

Braintree.
At Colchester there was an 
introduction given which was 
informative and very useful. 
Another student said that she 
enjoyed looking around the college 
and seeing the different facilities 
available.  She had opted for a 
course, which involved an insight into 
Modern Foreign Languages, Creative 
Arts, History, Maths, Individuals & 
Society and English.  This experience 
was a very sociable and enlightening 
one as the pupils she was working 
with had similar interests.
Both days were a really worthwhile 
experience and all involved benefited 
immensely.  A huge thanks to all that 
helped make the days run so smooth.  
The students were a real credit and 
showed themselves in a very positive 
light.

Year 7 Inter-Form Rounders Results
In a very close final 7S beat 7E by ½ a rounder!

1st     - 7S

2nd    - 7E

3rd    - 7B & 7L

Year 9 Inter-Form Rounders Competition
A very strong team from 9E were unbeatable in this tournament despite an excellent catch by Poppy Carter 9C were unable 
to stop them. 

Results:

1st     - 9E

2nd    - 9C

3rd        - 9S 

Congratulations to 9E:

Sam Jefferies, Laura Chapple, Nathan Harding, Ben Ryder, Lloyd Harding, Ashley Maloney, Lauren Haswell, Laura Peck 
and Edward Brook.  

Overall Inter-Form Results

Congratulations to Yousuf Willemse who has represented North Essex at Cricket.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

1st S L E S

2nd L =N&H S =Y&H

3rd =B&E C
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