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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01365 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

The last vouchers have now been issued 
in store.  Please bring in your vouchers 
by the end of November.  Many thanks 
to all who donated.  

Tesco Sport for Schools 

Job Vacancy
A vacancy has arisen for a mid day 
assistant working one hour per day, term 
time only.  The job involves supervising 
students in the dining hall during the 
lunchtime period. Further details can be 
obtained from the Bursar, Mr Hopkins, 
tel: 01376 556305.

In my letter to parents in September 2005, I reported that work had begun on our new £1 
million Mathematics block.  This is the largest building project at Notley High School for 
many years and is being fully funded by Essex LEA in response to our increasing numbers 
of students.  I am delighted to report that the building work is progressing very well under 
the supervision of the Local Education Authority and Lyndon Hopkins, our Bursar.  The 
project will continue throughout this academic year.  We have managed to minimise any 
disruption to normal school life, as there is a self contained building site at the back of the 
school where the work is taking place.  We anticipate that the work will be complete by the 
end of the summer term and we look forward to the Mathematics Team moving onto their 
new facilities by September 2006. 

Year 11 Parents Evening and Mock Examinations
The Year 11 Parents’ Evening took place on Thursday 10 November 2005.  The evening 
was well attended and I trust that all parents of Year 11 students found it informative with 
regard to their children’s progress in school.  Year 11 Mock examinations begin next week.  
In the last Newsletter reference was made to a number of useful revision resources which 
students can use.  The mock examination timetable for Year 11 was also published in the 
last Newsletter. I would ask all parents to familiarise themselves with the timetable and to 
provide suitable support at home for their children’s revision during this important mock 
examination period.  The staff and I are most grateful for your support as parents at this 
important time for our Year 11 students.  

Carol Service
Our Carol Service will be held on Tuesday 13 December 2005 at 7.30 pm in Christchurch, 
London Road, Braintree.  As well as being an early celebration of Christmas, the Carol 
Service is one of the musical high points of the year.  The instrumental and choir items will 
include both traditional and modern pieces.  Our readings will follow a similar pattern 
as we listen to both biblical passages and writings on Christmas from a contemporary 
perspective.  I would like to take this opportunity to invite all parents and friends to our 
celebration of Christmas.  I look forward to meeting many of you.

End of term
As is customary, the term will end at 2.00 pm on Tuesday 20 December 2005.  Buses and 

taxis have been ordered for this time.

Akan represents England
We were delighted to hear that a former student, Akan Eka is representing England in 
the World Karate Championship in Cyprus.  Prior to this he won a silver medal in a TKA 
international meeting held in London.  Akan is a member of the Braintree Shokotan Karate 
Club.  We wish Akan well in his sporting career. 

New Mathematics Block Taking 
Shape

Job Vacancy
Cleaners required £5.45 per hour, 
Monday-Friday. 10 or 20 hours per 
week.  Please call Mrs Wingrove on 
01376 556319.

Buttons
If you have any old buttons you would 
like to donate to the Textiles department, 
please contact Mrs Clarke on 01376 
556300

Above: Architects drawing of new 
block.  Right: The extension as at 
the end of October.
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Transport
Flagfinders have asked the school to advise parents and 
pupils that due to lower numbers in the afternoon they 
intend to operate only two vehicles and they will manage 
the drop offs. If the numbers increase or more then usual 
decide to travel in the afternoon then they will arrange the 
additional service to be reinstated. 
They have also advised us that behaviour in general 
is becoming very poor and the pupils are ignoring the 
driver’s instructions to stay seated. If the health and safety 

Work  Experience  2005
In the fortnight that Year 11 pupils have been in school 
from their period of Work Experience which ran from 
October 10th – 28th 2005, they have been busy in their 
evaluations of their individual placements. As in previous 
years, the young adults of Notley High acquitted themselves 
most creditably in their work placements and the great 
majority of comments made by Employers to the visiting 
staff were extremely encouraging. The Year 11 pupils are 
now eagerly awaiting their final Employer Reports to be 
returned from Trident.
Initial feedback from the pupils themselves has been very 
positive. 90% of placements were considered to have been 
worthwhile and 88% of them were indicated as being 
enjoyable. Written comments from the pupils supported 
this, with statements ranging from “I was treated with 
respect and given responsibility” to “I benefited greatly from 
this experience” and from “An enjoyable work experience” 
to “I have gained more confidence when communicating 
with different people”.
However, as in everyday life their experience of work was 
not always positive - comments like “It could be boring 
at times”; “Good but extremely tiring”; “I really disliked 
the travelling” and “Jobs became a bit repetitive” prove 
that they had a chance to understand the realities of their 
situations!  In fact, 81% of Notley pupils believed that 
their Work Experience had helped them with their career 
decision!
Over the next few weeks Year 11 pupils will be encouraged 
to continue to extensively review and evaluate their time at 
work to ensure that it leaves a lasting impression on them 
which they can take forward for their remaining time at 
Notley and, indeed, beyond. 
Well done, Year 11s ! – but some credit should also go to 
the PSHE staff who helped to prepare them for their Work 
Experience; to Mr. Ferguson and the Year 11 Tutors who 
supported them throughout; to all the staff who visited 
them and to Sandra Kelly of Trident who organised the 
placements.
J. Waring.

History Mystery Competition
The overall winners in Mr. Waring’s History competition 
were:-
Year 7 – Rebecca Lee 7B
Year 8 – Kirsty Gisby 8L
The identity of the mystery person was:-
Joseph Carey Merrick – ‘The Elephant Man’
Well done to all entrants.

The Friends of Notley High
There will be an extra ordinary general meeting of The 
Friends of Notley High School on Wednesday 23rd 
November at 7.30 pm in the school library. This is for the 
purpose of adopting a new constitution and electing 
trustees. All parents and friends of the school are invited to 
attend. The agenda is as follows: 
 1) Welcome 
 2)    Apologies for absence
 3)     Adopting a constitution
 4)     Election of trustees
 5) Any other business

G.C.S.E. Dance Conference
14 G.C.S.E Dance students attended a Dance Conference 
at the UCL Bloomsbury Theatre on Friday 11th November.  
The course was based on Front Line by Henri Oguike, the 
set works for the forthcoming examinations.  Pam Howard, 
a leading AQA Examiner, led the course and the Katherine 
Kerr Dancers performed excerpts from the piece live on 
stage.  It was a very informative and enjoyable day that has 
helped the students prepare for their summer examinations.  
The students need commending on their exemplary 
behaviour throughout the day; M. Bilby, S. Everitt, Z. 
Fletcher, Z. Garratt, J. Green, N. Hull, K. Johnson, C. 
Kemp, J. Latta, K. Pain, K. Turner, N. Waite, L. Williams and 
S. Wisdom.
Mrs Charnock

of the passengers is in danger through bad behaviour the 
transport company has a right to remove a travel pass and 
bar any pupil from using the service. They also have the 
right to withdraw the service completely from all pupils if 
this poor behaviour continues. We would ask that parents 
join us in encouraging the pupils to travel safely and take 
notice of the driver’s instructions.
Lyndon J Hopkins 
Bursar

Notley Uniform
We are aware that some parents are having problems 
purchasing uniform from Smart Alec.  As from March 2006 
we will have a contract with Townrow who will become our 
supplier.  We are pursuing with our current uniform supplier 
the legal implications of starting our contract earlier with 
Townrow and will contact parents when we have more 
information.  In the meantime plain black rugby shirts and 
plain black V-neck jumpers will be acceptable.

District Cross Country Championships
Congratulations to all the students in Years 7,8,9,10 and 
11 who turned out on a wet blustery day to compete for the 
School.  All the teams did themselves proud with the best 
results coming from the Year 7 boys who came 4th and the 
Year 10/11 girls who finished in 3rd place.
Outstanding performances came from Jamie Harper 
7N, Sarah Rudkin 8H, and Lauren Costin 11Y who all 
finished in the top ten and as a result may be selected to 
represent the District at the Forthcoming Essex Schools 
Championships.  Well done to you all after a very muddy 
day.
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Year 9 Debate
In English, one of Ms. Williams Yr, 9 groups has been reading ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell.  They have been looking 
into and discussing the effects of totalitarian systems of government, and debated the motion that ‘Progress Cannot be Led 
by Democracy’.  Their arguments both for and against this premise were well researched and thought through, showing 
great maturity.

‘Progress Cannot be Lead by Democracy’
By Stephanie Drew 9C
Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am here today to put my argument against the 
statement that ‘Progress Cannot be Led by Democracy’.  
I believe this statement to be untrue, and hope to 
persuade you that a democracy is essential for progress 
in society.
Democracy allows everyone to discuss and share his 
or her ideas and opinions on different subject matters.  
This way, any decisions that are made are more likely 
to be fair, rather than if one person takes control 
and forces their opinion on everyone else.  When 
one person takes control over society, it is called a 
dictatorship.  There have been many and notorious 
dictators throughout history, and many of them came 
to unfortunate ends at the hands of the societies they 
dictated to.  In a dictatorship it is difficult to reach fair 
and equal decisions, because whatever the dictator says 
and decides will be the end verdict, no matter how many 
people disagree with his or her decision.  Decisions 
made by a single person, no matter how well meaning, 
will always be restricted by the decision maker’s limited 
experience and expertise.
I am sure, like me, you would not like to be forced 
into a society where your opinions are not even taken 
into consideration, and that you would rather have 
your opinions voiced and be able to work together to 
formulate new ideas and find solutions to problems.  
Sharing the responsibility for the decisions made in our 
society gives us a common goal and encourages us all 
to work together, to help build a better society.  In other 
words democracy encourages progress.
In big industries they use something called 
‘Brainstorming’ which is where lots of people get 
together to discuss their ideas and try to generate 
new ones.  They achieve this by working together and 
sparking off each other’s ideas.  This is a tried and 
tested way to move existing ideas forward, and to 
come up with new ones.  In science and technology 
one invention often leads to another, with scientists 
sharing results and discoveries to speed up progress.  By 
working together and sharing ideas, we can often avoid 
the mistakes made by others, and so save time.
There is a proverb that states, ‘The whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts’.  This means that when you 
bring together a group of ideas it produces a better 
outcome than everyone working individually.  This, I 
believe proves my argument that progress can be led 
by a democracy.  I hope that I have persuaded you that 
my argument is the correct side to be on – but we are all 
entitled to our own opinions!
 

‘Progress Cannot be Lead by Democracy’
By Simon Hudson 9H
Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am, today, going to prove to you that the statement 
‘Progress Cannot be Led by Democracy’ is false and that 
progress can be led by a democracy.  Firstly, I feel this 
way because in a democracy everyone has the chance 
to have their say and vote for what they think is best for 
the country.  So whatever happens in a democracy over 
half the population is going to be happy with the end 
result and progress will be made.  Surely this is better 
than being controlled by one person and not being able 
to have your say in things, which is what happens in a 
totalitarianism society?
Furthermore it has been proven that over 90% of the 
public prefer a democratic society over a totalitarian 
one.  Surely that fact in itself proves that people are 
happy that progress is made under a democratic 
society?
My third and most important point is the contrast 
between democracy and totalitarianism.  In a democratic 
society, the progress which is made is made as a group 
and is that with which the majority of the group agree.  
However, is this the case in a totalitarian society?  Are 
they making the decision as a group or is one person 
dictating everything that goes on?  Are you just going to 
stand aside and let the country be ruled by one person 
or are you a patriotic citizen who is willing to stand up 
for his country and individual freedom of belief and 
speech?
Finally, in the words of our Prime Minister, who visited 
Baghdad, Iraq on the 21st December 2004.
“ I feel a great sense of honour and also humility at 
being here, and I would like to thank you for your 
leadership and the immense courage that you and your 
colleagues have shown.  I’ve just visited members of the 
electoral commission and met some of their staff, and I 
said to them that I thought that they were the heroes of 
the new Iraq that’s being created, because here are the 
people who are risking their lives every day in order to 
make sure that the people of Iraq get a chance to decide 
their own destiny democratically.
And I’d just like to say this very strongly to the outside 
world, whatever people’s feelings or beliefs about the 
removal of Sadaam Hussain and the wisdom of that; 
there surely is only one side to be on in what is now very 
clearly a battle between democracy and terror.”
In summary, I feel that progress can, and should be led 
by democracy, and hope you share the same feelings 
stated at the beginning of the speech, namely that that 
the statement “Progress Cannot be Led by Democracy” 
is completely false.
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Professional Aerobics Instructor

Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 in the gym
All year 10 & 11 girls are invited to these weekly sessions 
free of charge.

Year 8 Interform Netball Results
A rather cold evening saw a good close competition. Thanks go to year 10 and 11 GCSE PE pupils who umpired the 
competition.    

Results:

1st   - S

2nd - N

3rd  - C

4th  - B

5th  - T

Congratulations to 8S: Levi Aspin, Chloe Allen, Rebecca Jefford, Billie-Jo Kilmartin, Hannah Bentham, Kerry Douse, Laura 
Foster, Abby Spurgeon and Elouisa Gilder-Bittle. 

Court 1 Court 2 

1 N v C 1 0 T v S 2 

1 B v N 4 3 C v T 0 

2 S v B 0 2 N v T 0 

0 C v S 6 1 B v T 0 

2 C v B 1 0 N v S 2 

The YEHLEX Badminton Bonanza 2005/6 
This is being held on Sunday 11th December.  If you are 
interested, you can pick up an official entry form from Miss 
Gunn in the P.E. Department.

Library Report
The Library has recently added many new titles to its 
collection. Some of these include: The Chronicles of Narnia 
(all seven books), Love Lessons by Jacqueline Wilson, 
several copies of the new Harry Potter, and new titles in 
the ‘So you think you know’ series. Non–fiction books 
added include books about: the art of Manga, Tsunami’s, 
Inventions and biographies of the rich and famous 
including Orlando Bloom and Johnny Depp. There are also 
many new copies of the Horrible History and Geography 
books. 
Love Sport? Then we have a new book on the Ashes series 
from the summer. We also have a new book titled ‘Century 
of Sport’ listing all the action from the past 100 years. 
Love History? There are new books in the ‘My Story’ series. 
These are fictional accounts of true events throughout 
history. Many are written in a diary format. Events include: 
The Great Plague, The Voyage on the Titanic, The Battle of 
Britain and Waterloo. 
Remember, the Library contains thousands of books, both 
fiction and non-fiction. So whether you need a book for 
homework or for general reading, there’s something for 
you. Ask Miss Cloke if you need any help finding anything. 
You can also use the suggestions box to recommend any 
new titles for the library. Finally, please remember to return 
your books on time.

Design and Technology GCSE Summer ‘05
Design and Technology Coursework items and projects are 
available for collection.  Any items remaining at the end of 
term will be destroyed or recycled for teaching resources.  
Thank you.  Mrs Williams.
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Y9 WW1 Battlefields Trip Friday 4 November 2005

Half of Year Nine journeyed to Belgium on Friday 4th November in the first instalment of the History Department’s 
annual WW1 Battlefields trip.

Students from 9N,O,T,L,E and Y got up a bit earlier 
than normal to make the long journey over to the Ypres 
Salient and experience many aspects of the First World 
War, including trenches where actual battles were 
fought, an exhibition of equipment used by the soldiers 
of the Great War, and the cemeteries of those killed in 
the fighting.

Local tour guides explained the history of this hugely 
significant area to the students, taking them round 
places of historical importance such as Essex Farm, Tyne 
Cot Cemetery, Hill 62 and the Menin Gate.
Both students and staff alike found the trip rewarding 
and enjoyable, and Year 9 should now have a deeper 
appreciation of the sacrifices made for our country by 
millions of our great-grandparents on the battlefields of France and Belgium nearly a century ago.  
The second instalment of the trip should be returning from Belgium as you read this!
Mr M. Higgon
History Department
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Tom Aries 11H

Year 11 Technology Coursework
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Daniel Spurling 11Y

Year 11 Technology Coursework



Page 8  Notley High School Newsletter – Issue 217 - 18 November 2005 

Year 7 Disco
As you all know, last Friday was the Year 7 School 
Disco.  The Year 7’s looked fantastic in their party clothes 
and make up.  The DJ was playing all the latest music 
with some old classics like The Cha Cha Slide and The 
Macarena.  Everyone was dancing the night away, with 
some people, like myself, not even stopping.  There was 
a wide range of drinks and plenty of snacks to go round.  
By the end of the night everyone was worn out, wanting to 
go home and relax.  In all the night was a success thanks 
to the help from some of the school staff and Committee.  
Everyone had a fantastic night.
Bethany Conlon 7O


