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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Cleaners Required
10/20 hours per week. £5.45 per hour. 
Please phone Mrs Wingrove 01376 
556319

Chris Edwards
Chris Edwards 7L has got into the U13 
Essex Boys’ Hockey Squad for this season. 
Well done Chris.

Our annual Key Stage 4 Presentation Evening was held last week on Thursday 19 
January where we had an opportunity to celebrate the success of last year’s Year 
11 and the success of the current Year 11 during their time in Year 10.  
We were delighted that Mr Brooks Newmark, Member of Parliament for Braintree, 
attended the evening as our guest speaker.  Mr Newmark highlighted the 
concerns we should all have for our local and our global community in his speech 
and encouraged our students to give something back to the community.  It was 
a great pleasure to see so many current and former students and their parents 
at the evening and I would like to thank Mr Lee-Allan, Mrs Hanna and Mrs Halls 
who all did a splendid job of co-ordinating the event.  We wish all our former 
students every success in their future careers.

Notley 7th out of 76 in Essex
I am extremely proud that the National School Performance Tables published 
last week demonstrate once again the very good education we offer at Notley.  
The Performance Tables now contain a value-added measure which measures 
the progress our students make from the end of primary school to their GCSE 
examinations in Year 11.  On this value-added measure Notley is ranked 7th out 
of 76 comprehensive schools in the whole of Essex for the 2005 GCSE results.  
This is an outstanding achievement for an all ability secondary school and I would 
wish to congratulate all the staff, students and parents who contributed to these 
excellent results.  

Results of the Parent Governors Elections
Thank you to all parents who participated in the ballot for parent governors.  We 
had a very good response indeed and Mrs Angela Hicks and Mr Ray Eyles were 
elected to the Governing Body for the next four years.   We look forward to the 
contribution they will make to the further development of Notley High School. 

Presentation Evening

Are You A Genius?
Mr Lee-Allan was disappointed with the 
lack of response from all you budding 
geniuses - don’t be shy, we know you 
are out there.
A microwave connected to your music 
system that plays your favourite tracks 
– when the music stops your food is 
cooked.  So much more soothing than 
an electronic beep.
‘Stampvelopes’ – packets of envelopes 
with stamps already attached.
Marmite rippled butter.
These are some ideas lifted from the 
Radio 4 Genius series.  Can you come 
up with any better?  The ideas can be 
outrageously weird or very serious, 
they can be sensible ideas to improve 
our school or they can be ideas that 
will change the world.  Send them to 
Mr Lee-Allen via the school office.  The 
best ideas will be published in the next 
newsletter, with 5 merits for the best 
idea.  Upper school winners will receive 
a special Lee-Allan commendation.
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Year 11 Art Galleries Visit
A group from the Year 11 art students went on 
a trip the Tate Britain and the National Portrait 
Gallery on 16th January. 
In Tate Britain we had an opportunity to look 
around the Turner Prize entries and to study 
and draw the entries that most appealed to us 
to help with the project we are currently working 
on. The Turner Prize is a competition for 
contemporary artists and usually has 
challenging and controversial work. 

JIM LAMBIE THE KINKS 2005 MIXED MEDIA INSTALLATION COURTESY THE ARTIST, THE MODERN INSTITUTE, 
GLASGOW, SADIE COLES HQ, LONDON AND ANTON KERN GALLERY, NEW YORK

Do we really need yet another extension?  We haven’t 
completed the Maths block yet.  But, if it is really necessary 
then we don’t need to sell our land for it.  There are many 
other ways to fund a new building, such as; fairs, fêtes, 
bric-a-bracs, non-uniform days, crazy hair days, and coffee 
mornings.  Don’t you think selling what is one of Essex’s 
largest playing fields is going a bit too far?  To make room 
for these houses, we would have to demolish the trees that 
surround the playing field.  This would be a great shame, 
as they provide us with shelter in the summer, and attract 
visitors.  The trees give our school a scenic and pleasant 
look – to demolish them would definitely be a great shame.
Rhyannon Brignell 8H

Greetings. Ladies and gentleman of the Governing Body 
of Notley High School, I have come to you today to discuss 
the recent proposal of the new school building.  I do see 
this as a marvellous opportunity for more education; 
however, I personally disagree with this proposal.
Notley High School’s Physical Education facilities are some 
of the best in Essex, and to have almost all of our fields 
removed would almost certainly remove this much-valued 

In the recent Year 8 Assessment for Writing, students were 
asked to write a speech addressed to Governors.  They 
were told that the school was about to sell off most of the 
field for housing developments in order to finance the 
building of a new block with classrooms and offices.  Year 8 
clearly felt very strongly about this issue.
Extracts from Year 8 Assessments:

English
title we obtained.  After working for years to raise funds for 
new outdoor PE equipment, to remove our fields would be 
a waste, do you not think?
Kieran Jones 8H

School Traffic
The School appreciates that it is very busy and difficult 
to park when you are collecting pupils at the end of 
the day, but we would ask parents to be considerate 
of our neighbours and avoid blocking driveways in the 
surrounding roads.  We are in discussion with the County 
Council regarding the congestion and will advise you if 
they find a solution to the problem.

School Transport
Flagfinders have advised us about continuing concerns 
with the behaviour of some children and the School would 
remind parents that if pupils are found to be disruptive they 
can be removed from using the services for a period of 
time.  The Operator has also asked us to remind parents 
to inform them if they decide not to use the service any 
more. A number of accounts are in arrears and it has taken 
considerable time to discover that the children have ceased 
to use the service. If you do not advise Flagfinders of your 
travel arrangements then you will be liable to continue to 
pay for the seat you have contracted to use.
L Hopkins 
Bursar

This year it had some video work and an installation with a floor covered in tape 
and large statues that were based on ornaments found in junk shops. I studied 
the artist Gillian Carnegie who is a painter who paints in an unusual way. We 
also had the opportunity to look around the sculpture work as we are currently 
working on a topic about portraits and ourselves.  We then went and visited the 
National Portrait Gallery where we had the opportunity to look around at the 
variety of styles of portraits. I looked particularly at Andy Warhol’s portrait of Mick 
Jagger, because I liked the style and will use some ideas I collected in my own 
work. We then got an opportunity have a presentation about different portraits. 
Overall this day was a very enjoyable day and was very beneficial to all the 
students who attended.  
Sarah White 11O
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Mrs Hart has been teaching French at White Court for over 
two years now with enormous enthusiasm and commitment.  
She very often tells me how much she enjoys teaching the 
younger students, and it is obvious from the students’ work 
that they thoroughly enjoy it too.  When students start here 
at Notley in Year 7, it makes a big difference if they have 
learnt some French beforehand. This gives them a good 
foundation and confidence to further their command of a 
foreign language.
On behalf of the French department I want to thank 
Mrs Hart for all her hard work and in making French an 
enjoyable lesson in Primary School.
Miss A. Vella
Head of Dept

The pupils of White Court Primary School learn French 
right from the start in Reception classes. As part of Notley 
High School’s Technology College Initiative and as a liaison 
project with one of our partner primary schools, I have 
been visiting White Court to teach French to Year 6 pupils 
on Thursday afternoons. For homework, they were asked 
to write a page for me about France. Those who had had 
holidays there could write about them; those who hadn’t, 
wrote about things they knew or had learnt about France. 
These are some of the most impressive pieces I received. 
You can read more of the pupils’ stories and essays on the 
Notley High School website under the heading ‘Partner 
Primary Schools’. Look out for more examples of their work 
posted there in the future.
Alison Hart 
French Department

Partner Primary Schools - French at White Court
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Students were given the task of producing a project which informs the reader (or viewer) about life on the Western Front 
during World War One.  The method of fulfilling this objective was left up to the student to decide, and as you can see from 
some of the examples below, they came up with a range of solutions!  The three most outstanding projects from the whole 
year will be awarded special prizes in the next end of term assembly.
Mr M Higgon
Head of History.

A model of a trench, 
created by Dan Staples 
and Tom Joyner 9H.  If 
you look carefully you 
can see a dug out, 
where soldiers may 
have taken cover during 
an artillery attack.

 A model of a 
section of trench and 
accompanying written 
project, by Frazer 
Gardiner 9C.

Y9 History Project About Life In The Trenches During The First World War
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The front cover of a written project, by Nicolette Ester 9O A piece of display work focussing on daily life, by Andrew 
Innes 9C

An excerpt from a written project, by Nicolette Ester 90, 
focussing on rats in the trenches.

Y9 History Project About Life In The Trenches During The First World War

On Thursday 19th January, five Year 8 pupils attended 
Braintree College for this years Maths Masterclass. Tom 
Williams, Zak Bailess, Charlotte Armstrong, Rebecca 
Hedger and Hannah Goodman met up with representatives 
from Rickstones and Alec Hunter High Schools to find out 
what ‘A’ Level Discrete Mathematics is all about. 
Discrete Mathematics is a branch maths that is involved 
mostly in logic and problem solving. Using a number of 
mathematical techniques including Primm’s algorithm, 
Dijkstras’ algorithm and the matching improvement 
algorithm students completed a number of problems from 
past exam papers with huge success. A big thank you to 
Annie Halls for organising the afternoon and Anne Butt for 
running the session.

Philip Reeve Is Coming To Notley High 
School
As part of the Essex Book Festival, the award-winning 
author of Mortal Engines and Predator’s Gold, and 
illustrator of the Horrible History series will be here at   

Parents/Carers of Year 10/11 Students
Please note the School Nurse Team will be carrying out an 
immunisation programme for outstanding MMR’s on:
Thursday 9th March 2006 for Year 11
Thursday 16th March 2006 for Year 10
Your child should bring a pink consent form home to you 
for your completion.  Please return this to the School Office 
no later than 20th February 2006.  If you are unsure of your 
child’s immunisation status, please contact your vaccination 
and immunisation department on 01376 302620.
Helen Mullen
School Nurse

the school on Tuesday 7th March.  The event starts at 7.30 
pm.  He will be here to speak about his new book Infernal 
Devices.  Tickets are on sale now, prices at £3.50 adults 
and £2.50 concessionary.  They can be purchased from 
www.essexbookfestival.org.uk or by calling the box office on 
01206 573948.  A limited number will be available to buy 
at the school.  Please contact Mr Lee-Allan or Miss Cloke in 
the Library.

Maths Masterclass

http://www.essexbookfestival.org.uk
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Leisure and Tourism BCS Trip To Disneyland Paris
On Sunday 15th January, Leisure and 
Tourism and BCS students travelled 
to Disneyland Paris.  We stayed at 
the Hotel Cheyenne.  That night 
we had dinner at Planet Hollywood 
and then had the chance to explore 
Disney Village.  The next morning we 
attended our first study session.  Here 
we learnt about the history of Disney 
and Marketing.  Soon after the session, 
we were able to spend time in the 
theme park.  The rides we all enjoyed 
included ‘Space Mountain: Mission 
2’, ‘Rocking Rollercoaster’, ‘Pirates Of 
The Caribbean’, ‘Indiana Jones’, Peter 
Pan’ and many more.  At 6.30 pm, we 
had our second study session.  This 
covered Tourism and Communication.  
There was still time left in the evening 
to have fun in the park and village.  
On Tuesday morning we had our 
third and final study session, this time 
concentrating on Customer Services, 
Operation and Human Resources.  At 11.30 am it was ‘Au Revoir’ to Disney as the coach headed back to Calais.  Overall 
the trip was a lot of fun and I personally enjoyed learning about Disney’s history, future and behind the scenes.
Chloe Forman 10Y

Year 7
The Year 7 team again proved 
their quality with another good 
performance against the Districts’ 
big teams. The team started well in 
the group stages winning two games 
against Rickstones ‘B’ and Alec Hunter, 
and losing against Tabor.  Notley then 
took their form into the semi-finals 
and beat a strong Bramston side 
that looked capable of winning the 
competition. The Year 7 team stayed 
strong and continued to play good 
football and ran out 2-0 winners.  The 
final was against Rickstones ‘A’. Notley 
again started well and took an early 
lead. But Rickstones fought back and 
scored a dubious penalty. They then 
had the confidence and scored again 
to win 2-1.  Congratulations should 
go to all the team who played well 
throughout and produced some good 
quality football.  Team: Jon Speller, 
Ryan Crush, Tom Gildart, David 
Smith, Dan Galley, Alex Cromie and 
Pete Haxall.

Year 8
Year 8 team had a disappointing 
tournament going out in the group 

District 5-a-side 
Tournaments

stages. The team showed good 
character throughout the tournament 
but more training is needed if the 
team are to compete next year.

Year 9 
The Year 9 team arrived at the 
tournament with low confidence and 
expected to be leaving as soon as 
the group games were over. However 
after a draw with Alec Hunter ‘B’, 
and two wins against Rickstones and 
Hedingham, Notley were heading for 
the semi-final.  In the semis, Notley 
faced a strong Helena Romanes 
side. Notley entered the game with a 
good level of confidence and ran out 
comfortable 2-0 winners.  The final 
saw Notley face the other toughest 
team in the competition, Alec Hunter 
‘A’. Notley started the game brightly 
and showed some good quality 
football. They took the lead, only for 
Alec to find an early reply. But Notley 
fought back again to take the lead 
2-1, only for Alec to again come back 
and equalise. This close game went 
into 2 minutes of Extra time. Notley 
lifted themselves and began to fight 
for the game. Then Notley got what 
the deserved. Two quick goals sealed 
this final and Notley were now the 
district champions.  Well done to all 

the team who thoroughly deserved 
to win this competition.  Team: Ant 
Burton, Pete Falco, James Duckworth, 
Simon Hudson, Will Clazie, Jake 
Turner, Rory Bone, Simon Leggett and 
Connor Jeffreys.

Year 10
The Year 10 team played well 
throughout the tournament playing 
some good football along the way. 
Notley eased through the group 
stages, only to come up against a 
strong Bramston team in the semis. 
Notley played well, and deserved to 
get more out the tournament.  Well 
done to all of the team.

Year 11
The Year 11 team started strong 
and began to show the quality that 
they have within the side. Notley 
progressed through the group stages 
comfortably and into the semis. Notley 
eased past Alec Hunter and into the 
final. In the final they faced a strong 
Bramston side. Notley played well and 
battled hard to earn a draw at the 
end of normal time. The game went 
into extra time and unfortunately saw 
Bramston run out 2-0 winners.  Well 
done to all pupils involved.


