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In Brief...
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Pupil Absence Lines
Year 7  01376 556347

Year 8  01376 556348

Year 9  01376 556349

Year 10  01376 556350 

Year 11  01376 556351 

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you would 
like to be included in the School 
Newsletter, you can email it directly to the 
editors at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com

The deadline for submission is the 
Monday prior to publication. 

Cleaners Required
10/20 hours per week. £5.45 per hour. 
Please phone Mrs Wingrove 01376 
556319

MMR Vaccinations For 
Year 11
Please note the School Nurse Team 
will be carrying out an immunisation 
programme for outstanding MMR’s 
on Thursday 9th March.  You should 
have returned your consent form 
by 20th February.  If you are unsure 
of your child’s immunisation status, 
please contact your vaccination and 
immunisation department on 302620.

Helen Mullen – School Nurse

We are now in the final phase of rehearsals for our annual school production, 
which takes place in the Drama Studio on the evenings of Thursday 2 and Friday 
3 March 2006. This year Mrs Fincher, our Head of Drama, is directing “The Good 
Person of Szechwan” by Bertolt Brecht.  There are a limited number of tickets still 
available but these are selling fast!  Please contact the School Office for further 
details.  I look forward to seeing many of you at the Production next week.

Year 10 and 11 Ski Trip 2006
During the half term holiday Year 10 and 11 students took part in the annual Ski 
Trip which this year visited Flachau, Austria.  Students and staff had a successful 
week and returned safely on 17 February.  The behaviour of the majority of 
the students throughout the week was exemplary.  I am very grateful to Mrs 
Readhead, Mrs Charnock, Mr Newman and Mr Cunningham who accompanied 
the party and I would especially like to thank Mrs Segura who organised and led 
the trip.  

UNICEF Day for Change
On Friday 3 February we held our annual UNICEF non uniform day to raise 
money for UNICEF Projects in Ethiopia and Tajikistan. Further details can be found 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.  

The Pursuit of Success
Finally as we strive together for further academic success in the school I offer the 
following points about each year group, which I hope you find helpful.  I would 
emphasise once again how important your support is in the education of your 
children and I hope the points below help you to engage in meaningful discussion 
with your children about their work in school. 

Year 7 
Year 7 Progress Checks were issued at the end of January giving an indication of 

School Production of “The Good Person 
of Szechwan”

Genius Ideas
This week’s winner is Amy Wright of 9S, 
who contributed 4 ideas, among which 
were sugar coated pencils (not sure what 
the dentist would say about that) and the 
inflatatent  - a tent that self inflates in 
seconds. As a hardened camper myself, I 
think this would be a great idea, although 
I am not keen about the likelihood of the 
tent exploding on contact with a sharp 
implement…so great ideas, but not quite 
genius. 3 merits to Amy – well done.  
Can you do better? Ideas to Mr Lee-Allan 
please.
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On Friday 10th February 47 staff and pupils boarded a 
coach to follow the long and windy road to Austria. With the 
sixth trip of the millennium, and on the back of last years 
successful trip this was due to be unforgettable.

The coach journey was much better than last year, arriving 
in resort about lunchtime. After ski fit and a little look 
around the town it was early to bed and an early get up.

The first day on the slopes started with a rather dramatic 
fall for a member of staff, resulting in being taken from the 
slopes by a blood wagon and being flown home! The snow 
was great and those that were able to ski, when they got 
knocked down got back up again.

The ski conditions went from strength to strength and on 
Monday and Tuesday although some skis were slip sliding 
away, the pupils skied well. There was a Monday night swim 
and a Tuesday night disco.  Wednesday and Thursday the 
conditions were poor as raindrops kept falling on our heads. 
The visibility was poor, but the pupils skied on. A day in the 
powder and lots of falls, for nearly everyone gave every one 
a boost. 

With the pupils making sure that all their bags were packed 
and they were ready to go there was a day ahead skiing. 
Friday was race day, and the pupils showed their skills. With 
a few a little apprehensive at the start of the week, and 
some not knowing how to even put ski’s on at the start of 
the week, everyone managed to put in a great performance, 
with Dane Crush, Ashley Jones and Liam Bendall being 
named as group winners. 

It seemed to be a much quicker drive home, and the ferry 
was smooth. We arrived home after a stressful holiday, still 
unsure if it was Mrs Charnock’s real hair. 

A huge thank you to Mrs Segura for her superb leadership and organisation of this very successful ski trip. Thank you to Mr 
Newman, Mr Cunningham, Mrs Charnock and Mrs Readhead for their help throughout the trip.

how students are progressing in each of their subjects.  The 
Year 7 Parents’ Meeting took place on Thursday 9 February.  
I trust that year 7 students and their parents found the 
progress checks and parents meeting helpful in setting 
targets for future improvement. 

Year 8
Year 8 have now completed termly assessments in 
November and January and staff are currently assessing 
their progress and writing reports.  Please check with your 
children how they have done in their assessments and offer 
support for any areas they need to improve.  The Year 8 
reports will be issued to parents in the middle of March.  

Year 9
Year 9 are entering the important phase of preparations for 
national curriculum tests which take place in the first week 
of May.  I am grateful to Mrs Moss, Mr Osborn and Mrs 
Park who are currently organising the “SATs on Saturdays” 
sessions, which begin on Saturday 11 March and run until 
Saturday 29 April.  Further details about these sessions will 
follow later.  Please help with revision tasks your child is set 
for homework and make sure they plan their revision time 
effectively over the next few months.  

Year 10
Year 10 Parents’ Evening took place in December and 
in late January/early February Year 10 completed their 
internal examinations.  Year 10 students will now be 
receiving feedback on their examinations from their 
subject staff and it would be most helpful if you would 
support your child in following up any areas which need 
particular improvement.

Year 11
Year 11 reports were issued to parents on Friday 
3 February and I am grateful to all the staff for the 
assistance they are giving to students after school with 
coursework and examination preparation.  Year 11 
parents have a crucial role to play at this time of year in 
ensuring that children are on task and coping with the 
demands of coursework.  Please take the time to support 
your child and ensure that they have a quiet place to 
study at home over the next few months.  I would remind 
Year 11 students and parents that there are now only 
nine school weeks remaining before Year 11 students 
depart on study leave.  
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Ski Notley 2006
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Christopher Thompson
Cameron Kift
Daniel Toye
Sophie Whitaker
Laura Sargent
Jessica Goodale
Adam Shambrook
Sophie Copsey

Sophie Atwell
Emma Heaver
Chloe Dare
Natasha Everett
Charlotte Hutchinson
Robert Wyatt
Chris Miles
Lauren Franklin

Healthy Schools
Following our success at Intermediate level, the school is 
now aiming for the Advanced Award.  We have worked 
very hard to improve the provision in the canteen and we 
are continually developing healthier options.  We have 
reduced fat and sugar and will gradually reduce the 
number of chips and sugary foods offered for sale.

Healthy Schools is not just about eating.  National Healthy 
School status requires schools to meet criteria in four 
core themes.  These criteria relate not only to the taught 
curriculum but also to the emotional, physical and learning 
environment that the school provides.  

Schools are asked to demonstrate evidence in the core 
themes using a whole-school approach involving the whole 
school community:

• Personal, social and health education including 
sex and relationship education and drug education 
(including alcohol, tobacco and volatile substance 
abuse);

• Healthy eating;
• Physical activity; 
• Emotional health and well-being (including 

bullying).
We are currently writing a new anti-bullying policy and 
developing active breaks.  We are also trying to help the 
children develop emotional intelligence.  One of the Year 
Managers will inform the other Year Managers about 
possible actions the school can take.  Currently we have 
the following governors and parents on our working party.  
If you would like to join the parents’ and governors’ group 
please contact Mrs Marshall, Deputy Headteacher, at the 

school.  
We would like the group to focus on:-
Anti-bullying
Active breaks
Healthy eating
Emotional health
The pupils leading the Healthy Schools initiative are:

Home to School Transport 
We have had a number of incidents recently that highlight 
a continuing problem with behaviour on the school bus 
service operated by Flagfinders.  We would ask parents to 
note that if the general behaviour of the children does not 
improve the operator is considering employing chaperones 
on the vehicles and the cost of this will be added to 
the ticket price.  It is not fair that those who behave 
sensibly are penalised for the few and we welcome any 
information about poor behaviour.

Parents can contact in confidence either Mrs Glynn (Office 
Manager) or Mr Hopkins (Bursar).

Lyndon J Hopkins
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UNICEF Day for Change 
– 3rd February 2006

Schools 
across the 
UK raised 
just over 
£600,000 
for Day for 
Change 
2005 

to help children in Ethiopia and 
Tajikistan, and children affected by 
the tsunami.  The theme of this year’s 
Day for Change was health and 
immunisation, with a particular focus 
on Niger and Madagascar. 

Vaccines against childhood diseases 
are readily available in the UK but 
millions of children around the world 
simply do not have access to them, 
resulting in thousands of unnecessary 
deaths and debilitating diseases. In 
Madagascar, over 100,000 children 
die each year from preventable 
illnesses, such as malaria and 
measles.  The immunisation and 
vitamin supplementation programmes 
that UNICEF supports are now an 
urgent priority to prevent long-term 
damage to children’s health.

Library News 
This week sees the start of a week long 

series of events to 
celebrate World 
Book Day 2006.

The first event of 
the week is an 
inter-form Library 
quiz for years 
7 and 8. Every 

form is sending a team to compete 
– winners will be announced in the 
next newsletter.

Thursday 2nd is World Book Day and 
the Library is turning into a bookshop 
for a week. There will be hundreds 
of books for the students to browse 
and many of them will be at reduced 

Student Of The Week
Goes to Charlie Allen in 7S, who on 
finding a mobile phone took it to 
the office. Good so far, but when we 
consider that the phone belonged 
to a reporter from London Tonight, 
Charlie’s honest and mature actions 
appear more significant. The reporter 
was stunned that his phone was 
returned, and had nothing but praise 
for the school. Well done Charlie – 5 
merits for you!
Mr Lee-Allan

By holding a non-uniform day on 3rd 
February, the school raised £1100 to 
help fund health and immunisation 
projects, ensuring that children are 
vaccinated against childhood diseases 
and receive treated mosquito nets to 
protect them from malaria.  Thanks to 
all those who took part in supporting 
this worthy cause.

prices. Order forms are available 
for this. The bookshop will also be 
open on the evenings of the school 
play for parents to browse and buy.  
The week finishes with a very special 
evening presented by Philip Reeve, the 
best-selling author. He will be here to 
speak about his new book ‘A Darkling 
Plain’ and answer any questions. 
There will be a chance to meet him 
after and have any books signed. 
Tickets are available for this event 
from www.essexbookfestival.com or at 
the School Library. 

http://www.essexbookfestival.com
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Year 10 DiDA e-portfolio work for Unit 1 – Using ICT

This is the first year we have offered this new, revolutionary course and Year 10 DiDA students have just completed their first unit of work.  It 
is produced entirely in a website; students had to research on setting up a government run out-of-school club called Make Space, in Braintree.  
Here are some screen shots of pages from students’ 
websites:

After making a detailed initial plan, with deadlines, students then had 
to research on activities currently available to youngsters in Braintree.  
They then had to find out what other activities would keep teenagers 
occupied, but were not available nearby.  Activities suggested were 
paintballing, Quasar, rock climbing and graffiti clubs.  Having 
conducted surveys, students had to justify their choice of new activity 
using graphs, interviews and research findings.  After setting up a 
detailed database, students then had to produce a database demo of 
youth organisations for use on a PC at the launch of the new Make 
Space club.  Along with this they had to create a newsletter to 
publicise the opening of the new club and an information point, also 
for use on a PC in the club.  Use of storyboards, feedback from 
reviewers, acknowledgements, checking for accuracy, backing up data and a final, very detailed review were needed.  Throughout the whole 
project students needed to be mindful of the audience, level of language and fitness for purpose of each document or presentation.  Students 
found this work to be the most demanding and time-consuming they had ever undertaken!  The average time taken to complete it was 45 hours.  
However, students enjoyed being challenged in this innovative way and developed skills they can use in other subjects for future coursework. 


